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comprehensively defined Juche-oriented ideas and position on human rights, 
and is actively pursuing their rea  National UPR report submitted by 
North Korean government in 2009, §12  

This report compiles information about Human Rights abuses 
committed by the North Korean authorities in the territory of the Democratic 
People Republic of Korea over the course of the last decade. It was compiled 
by PSCORE (People for Successful COrean Reunification), a non-
governmental organization based in Seoul. 
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, 
also known as North Korea, will be subject to the procedure of the Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR), a mechanism established by the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in 2006. The UPR is a mandatory 
procedure for all 193 state members of the United Nations (UN) where the 
Human Rights performances are evaluated through country-based research. It 
is chaired by the president and the 47 member states of the UNHRC, forming 
the UPR working group. The UPR operates on four and a half year cycles; 
the second cycle begun 2012 and North Korea is expected to submit national 
report by January 2014 for the 19th UNHRC UPR session in April. North 
Korea never recognizes the existence of massive human rights violations 
committed on its territory by the authorities.  
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North Korea produced a national UPR report during the first UPR 
cycle (2008-2011) in 2009. In their report, North Korean authorities depicted 
their country as a paradise for workers, farmers and intellectuals and insisted 
on the so-
Korea insisted on its efforts to protect and promote human rights. The 
national UPR report also described how the DPRK government is 
cooperating with the international community by attaching Importance to 
genuinely constructive dialogues and cooperation with international human 

1. 

This entire report is contrary to every statement, report and any other 
document published by the United Nations and NGOs in this field, which 
demonstrates the absolute unwillingness of North Korea to cooperate with 
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United Nations institutions. Since 2006, PSCORE has been compiling 
testimonies that demonstrate the fact that most fundamental human rights are 
not guaranteed inside the DPRK -
members on the UPR have appreciated the fact that North Korea is willing to 
be subjected to the UPR procedure, they remained skeptical to the North 
Korean presentation, especially after the country left 117 recommendations 
pending and refused to acknowledge the rest of them (50). Finally, during the 
13th session of the UNHRC (March 2010), they adopted a new resolution 
expressing Serious concern at ongoing grave, widespread and systematic 

2 and 
decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one more year. 
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During the 22nd regular session of the HRC held in March 2013, it 
was decided that the creation of a Commission of Inquiry (COI) for North 
Korean human rights was necessary. This decision was permitted by the 
establishment of the UNHRC 2013 Group, which does not include North 

following the initiative of Japan, voted for the creation of this new system 
which will include three individuals; the actual Special Rapporteur, Marzuki 
Darusman, an eminent retired Australian judge, Michael Donald Kirby and 
the founder of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, Sonja 
Biserko. 

In the February 2013 report, violations focused on include The 
violation of the right to food, the violations associated with prison camps, 
torture and inhuman treatment, arbitrary detention, discrimination, 
violations of the freedom of expression, violations of the right to life, 

 The 
main purpose of the COI is to determine whether These violations may 

. The COI will present its conclusions at 
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the 25th session of the UNHRC in March 2014, just before the UPR session 
where the human rights situation in North Korea will be examined. 

There is no doubt that the North Korean government will cooperate 
with the United Nations or the Commission of Inquiry in order to improve 
the situation of human rights in the country.  It is expected that the authorities 
will still depict their country as a haven of peace and harmony in their next 
UPR report, blaming other countries like the United States or Republic of 
Korea (also known as South Korea) for the current situation in the DPRK. 
During the session of the UNHRC in March 2013, the North Korean 
Ambassador to the United Nations, M. Pyong Se-so, did not recognize any 
human rights violations in his country, declaring The Human Rights abuses 

. He 
claimed: live under the best 

. As an NGO dedicated to North Korean Human Rights 
awareness, it is in P disproving the 
false claims the North Korean government are likely to make in their future 
report, as was observed in its previous UPR paper issued in 2009. 
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This report uses three main sources; the first being reports by the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in the DPRK. Other 
Sources from the UN institutions including UNHRC sessions or the High 

o be incorporated. The 
second source will be constituted by a set of official documents produced by 
the North Korean government. This includes its last UPR national report 
(published in 2009) and national legal documents such as the Constitution of 
the DPR recorded 
by PSCORE since 2009.  
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In 2004, the UNHRC decided, in its resolution 2004/13, to establish a 
special procedure for Human Rights in North Korea with the nomination of a 
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Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in the DPRK. This 
mandate, occupied since 2011 by the Indonesian attorney Marzuki Darusman, 
was extended by UNHRC resolution (19/13) for one year.  

These reports have visibly influenced several documents produced by 
the UN, including crucial resolutions such as the establishment of the COI. 
The Special Rapporteurs has denounced the DPRK  non-cooperation with 
the international community and has called for new measures against North 
Korean impunity including engaging State responsibility and/or individual 
criminal responsibility in front of international courts and especially the 
International Criminal Court3. 

 report will focus on the same nine human rights violations 
highlighted in the S February 2013 report; the violation of 
the right to food, torture and inhuman treatment, arbitrary detention, prison 
camps, discrimination, violations of freedom of expression, violations of the 
right to life, violations of freedom of movement and enforced disappearances. 
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the inviolable and inalienable rights of the people in our country as they are 
4  

 

North Korean official documents will represent a source for this 
report. Human rights are officially defined in national documents such as the 
North Korean constitution, the criminal law code and the criminal procedure 
law book.  

Chapter V of the  supreme law is entirely dedicated to the 
. Thus, they are enshrined as 

the right to participate in political life (Art. 66), the freedom of speech, press, 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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assembly, demonstration and association (Art. 67), the freedom of religion 
(Art. 68), the right to labour (Art. 70), the right to rest (Art. 71), the right to 
free medical care and assistance (Art. 72), the right to education (Art. 73), the 
right to participate in a cultural life (Art. 74), the freedom of residence and 

This list of rights corresponds to almost all of the fundamental civil and 
political rights as well as economic, social and cultural rights defined in the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 
the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW), the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) which North 
Korea has ratified. 

human 
r  These 
criminal 
4). The Criminal Procedure of the DPRK precisely describes the investigation, 
the trial process, the rules that apply for evidence and suitable defenses. For 
instance, the Criminal Procedure Act, revised in 2004, includes the principle 
of the independence of the court, the right of defense (Art. 164), the right to 
appeal (Art. 357) as well as abolishing forced confessions from being 
considered as evidence under the law (Art. 98). Other important North 
Korean laws also mention Human Rights, in particular, those who supposedly 
protect fundamental rights for vulnerable groups such as women, children 
and disabled people. Women are, for instance, supposed to be equal to men 
and have all of th
Protection Act. Moreover, the North Korean authorities regularly proclaim 
that the 
strictly guaranteed by the Constitution and the 
Act.  

However, through the data PSCORE has acquired, there is no doubt in 
stating that basic human rights are non-existent in North Korea, contrary to 
the constitution. This is why North Korean official documents will be used in 
this report to illustrate the fact that not only North Korean authorities are 
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breaking International human rights law, they are also infringing their own 
national laws with total impunity. 

 

- /'

 constitute the core of this report. As an 
NGO founded by a North Korean defector, Young-il Kim, PSCORE 
maintains a special relationship with the North Korean defector community 
in Seoul. Over the years, in addition to its traditional activities such as an 
education program and cultural excursions for North Korean defector 
students, PSCORE has also conducted interviews with defectors who testify 
about what they experienced or witnessed in North Korea, including human 
rights violations. These testimonies are compiled on a map using Google 
Maps, describing the type of violation as well as providing precise 
coordinates of where the offense occurred. This project is accessible on 

Testimonies gathered between 2011 and 2013 are 
published in our book publication, entitled 
The title,  comes from the words of Heo , a 
North Korean defector, when he described the horrific conditions of detention 
in a National Security Agency facility in Hoeryeong.  

 Defectors  testimonies remain the main, if not the only source of 
information, about the condition of human rights in North Korea. Access to 
the country is strictly limited and controlled by authorities and travel inside 
of the country is closely monitored. Tourists and foreign officials usually 

are under constant surveillance. When the authorities allow access to other 
sites, it is always manipulated and for propaganda purposes. The Special 
Rapporteur has continually been denied the right to investigate inside the 
DPRK, making it a challenge to gain access to first-hand sources.  

This report intends to expose the reality behind the propaganda by 
using the voices of defectors. All the human rights violations testimonies 
mentioned in this report occurred over the course of the last decade. For 

ies will be anonymous. Therefore, 
throughout this report, only aliases will be used. 
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and equitable supply of food for wo  

Korea in 2009, Section IV§56. 

 

The North Korean government is officially in charge of supplying its 
population with food through the Public Distribution System (PDS) 
established after the Korean War. A portion of the agricultural production is 
taken by the government and reallocated to those who cannot grow their own 
food, namely the urban population and the army. This system was sustainable 
until the end of the Cold War through the support of the Soviet bloc. Highly 
dependent on supplies from the Soviet Union and China, the agricultural 
system could hardly cope with the new situation after the Cold War, requiring 
the DPRK to pay full market prices for required goods. This eventually led to 
the collapse of the system after a series of natural disasters (floods) in 1997. 
As the food production fell dramatically, the PDS rations were reduced from 
1987 until January 1998 when the government announced the end of the 
national food distribution system. The country then experienced one of the 
worst famines in contemporary history. Estimated deaths, between 1995 and 
1998, range from 240,000 (according to North Korean authorities) to more 
than 3 million people (according to the United States Congress).  

In 2002, after the great famine, the country underwent reforms which 
established a small market system. People, on a level limited by the law, were 
authorised to produce, sell and buy goods on markets individually. This 
major reform was largely dictated by the special circumstances of the post- 
famine period. In 2005, even though food security was still an issue, the 
government re-imposed the PDS and prohibited all market activities. North 
Korean authorities have now claimed that food shortages are a problem of the 
past and have Taken measures to solve the food problem on [ their]  own 
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5. However, despite North 
Korea receiving international assistance, the United Nations is still concerned 
by the situation in the country. The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) are still concerned about 

The continued lack of dietary diversity, a lack of access to proteins, fats and 
essential vitamins and micronutrients. 6A UN survey from March 2011 
documented that M  are still 
undernourished and that the PDS can provide only One-third of daily 
requirements. 7 

This issue, namely, the right to food was pointed out in every 
document and resolution produced by the General Assembly, the Human 
Rights Council and the Special Rapporteur. While food shortages were in 
part provoked by floods which destroyed the agricultural potential of the 
country, the Special Rapporteur Marzuki Darusman has also asserted that 

The root causes are man-made, and it is the regime in power which shares 
8. Indeed, the North Korean government is the one 

who controls and manipulates the system of food distribution.  
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means of controlling the population and making them dependent on the 
regime.  Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights 
in the DPRK, Vitit Muntarbhorn, A/64/224, §66 

 

According to the Special Rapporteur, the heart of the issue is not only 
the amount of food available to the population, but the way food distribution 
is controlled and manipulated by the authorities for the profit of the minority. 
In his February 2013 report, he stated that the authorities re-established the 
PDS F . The system is clearly 
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manipulated by the authorities who can control the amount of food at certain 
times in every area. Indeed, Pyongyang, where the regime elites are living 
and strategic regions (areas where ammunition is produced), receive the most 
benefit from the Public Distribution System, whereas in Northern regions, 
food is provided sporadically, thereby depriving a large numbers of people, 
especially vulnerable groups (women, children etc.), access to food in the 
name of ideology and military first policy. Thus, this situation constitutes as a 
serious violation of human rights. For instance Sang-chul Lee who lived in 
Phyongan Province in the North of the country, remembers following his 
mother to the distribution centre when he was young. The situation became 
very different when he grew up: 

centres. It entirely 
disappeared from my mind. Do nations 
hardly anyone who wishes for something like that.
rationing. There is a rationing distribution system in production lines like 
war suppl
Although it may be different for each person, for the whole day in the alleys 

wage at all. I have never receive

have never heard anybody getting a little bit of rationing and since I have 
never experienced receiving it either.  

 

Hee-jin Park from North Hamgyong Province only went to school 
until 8th grade, forced to drop out in 2002 because she and her family did not 
have enough food at home. They spent their free time trying to collect more 
food. 

searching for food. 
There w t food, you know. Not many clothes. Mo in 
this time that I lived with Dad without Mom. Dad went to work and I had a 
sibling. I was the eldest so if we had no food, I had to go and do something 
like cutting wood or g go to school, this way or 
that.  
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Her father was working in a farm where there was rationing. She 
explained that rations consisted of One bag of rice per month, or five kilos 
of corn, something like that. No matter how hard you try to save it, it would 
only last for a week. What should I eat? It was the only question I had in the 
morning.   

 

Han-seok Kim who lived in North Hamgyong Province before 
arriving in South Korea in 2008, could not go to school either for the same 
reasons. 

had to. I picked up copper and zinc from the streets. I could gather about 500 
grams if I work all day. 500 grams would be about 500 won. I bought two 
meals with that and have breakfast with that as well. Grandma got food 
rations, about 9 kilos. But I ate a lot at that age so it was not enough. So I 

 if I did not cut wood for a day. 
If I did not cut wood today I had to cut twice tomorrow. I did not go to school 
because of that  

had scavenged for food since I was young. I also ate dog food one 
day. I was walking by and saw that a village dog was eating some noodles, 
much better than what I used to eat. So I went up to the dog. He growled at 
me for some time but then returned to his doghouse. I took his dish and drank 
it. Back then I was so grateful and shed tears for the fact that I have survived 
one more day.  

 

As a result, while a minority enjoys a relatively good standard of 
living, the majority of the North Korean population faces food insecurity and 
will find any way to improve their daily life. A good illustration of the 
grotesque situation in North Korea is the youth organisation called Dol gyeok 
dae where young citizens are forced into labour, constructing streets, 
factories and industrial facilities. Although this kind of work is really 
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dangerous and exhausting, the promise of a meal in exchange for work is a 
great motivation for young people who are members of this organisation. 
Gwang-hyeok Kim was detained in a National Security Agency facility in 
North Hamgyong province in 2010. He arrived in South Korea later that year. 
He compared the situation in both countries: 

. e even] wanted to do that kind of work 
and was even willing to do extra work [just in order to receive another 
meal].  

 

Even today, North Korea is still dependent on humanitarian aid. The 
emergency call was first made to the UN in 1999 and the North Korean 
government officially announced the end of the World Food Programme aid 
in December 2005. A second programme was launched in 2006 after 
devastating floods, but finished in 2009 because North Korea did not accept 

no access, no food.  UN agencies requested direct access 
to the target recipients before giving any food aid. UN agencies, the Special 
Rapporteur and several NGOs noted that there was a serious issue of 
transparency. Although, the country is still receiving aid from the 
international community in the form of unilateral donations, the authorities 
are not using it to improve the situation in the country. The food has been 

sation 
drive,  the UN Secretary-General noted in 20099. 

Thus, contrary to what the North Korean government has declared in 
their 2009 national UPR report, the food distribution system provided by the 

cheap, timely and equitable.  Normal citizens are still suffering 
from hunger due to the manipulative practices by the authorities. This 
situation was highlighted in March 2012 by the General Assembly in 
resolution 66/174 on the situation of human rights in the DPRK. It observed 

A  due 
P  to natural disasters but also by Increasing State restrictions.  

Finally, in 2013, in its last resolution on the human rights situation, the HRC 
was Alarmed by the precarious humanitarian situation in the country, 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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exacerbated by its national policy priorities.  The situation is even worse for 
those who are not considered citizens by the government, such as inmates in 
any type of detention facility. In such places, malnutrition is widespread and 
is in fact intentionally maintained by the guards.  
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[In prison] 
there are a lot of people who die. Before you die, they say your teeth start 

-90% are feeble and weak.  - Sang-chul Lee  

 

The North Korean authorities use food as a way to control and 
weaken the inmates in detention facilities, short or long-term labour detention 
centres and political prison camps. Daily life in these camps is now well 
documented through the testimonies defectors have provided. It is known that 
the number of meals per day is highly irregular as well as the amount of food 
provided. Meals always consist of boiled corn or potatoes and distribution of 
food can be arbitrarily cancelled by the guards for no reason. There is no 
trace of insects or rats in these camps because inmates are secretly eating 
them. Ok Kim was detained at the Chongjin National Security Agency camp 
in 2009 and described her diet in this facility composing of 

. 
That constituted her only meal of the day. In order to survive, she just drank 
the soup and kept the rice in a separate bag, eating one grain each time she 
was hungry. Hee-jin Park told the story of her aunt when she was imprisoned 
in a political camp in Musan after trying to defect in China.  

o
skinny, almost dying, and she was sick and had diarrhea. However, they were 
not giving her any medicine, so she lays there collapsed. My mom went and, 
you know, they have this corn powder that you can eat right away with water. 
She bought the powder, put each in bags, packed them in a rucksack, and 
gave it to her there. My aunt had to live 6 months with that. But then, there 
was nothing to eat, so she had  
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Seong-hun Shin
detained in a labour-training camp for six months because he was caught by 
the North Korean border guards while he was trying to come back from 
China where he was working to earn more money. His son tried to send him 
food while he was in jail and could even visit him. In his testimony, he 

 

Nobody could be fat in there. His cheekbones were prominent and his 
in 

 

 

Gil-hyun Shin was detained in a Gyohwaso, a long term prison labour 
facility before going to South Korea in 2010 from North Hamgyong 
Province: 

could not 
with those. I realised how delicious those grasses were in hunger. Of the 
edible grass in the mountains, there was a poison grass, but it was fine to eat 

 

 

 

Guards are also u
inside the facility and avoid any potential risk of escapes and riots. It is also 
used as a means of torture against prisoners. Mi-hyang Son described in her 
testimony what happened when prisoners beg for lunch at the Bowibu, a 
facility for unconvicted prisoners:   

[They said] 
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put your hand out on the food distribution counter

flipped my hand and held it out they hit it with a leather belt. During that 
time, I thought my bones would crush, but it did not crush and my hand 
swel  

 

Mortality rates are high in every detention facility in North Korea. 
The combination of extreme malnutrition, beatings and torture, hard labour 
and a harsh climate led to multiple deaths of detainees, especially during 
winter. In his testimony, Sang-chul Lee considers that in those camps 

. Other 

condemned people showed evidence of malnutrition. Kim Kyung Ho  who 
witnessed a public execution in Musan, North Hamgyong province, in 
December 2009, testified, for instance, 

S  at the 
time of her execution by the authorities. 

 

Thus, the North Korean government has established a fundamentally 
unfair system. It has always perceived the PDS not as a means of ensuring an 
equal redistribution of the food produced in the country but As a means of 
controlling the population and m 10. 
Loyal families, dignitaries of the regime and soldiers receive most of the 
benefits provided by this system while the rest of the population is facing 
extreme difficulties to survive. Worse, prisoners have literally no right to 
food and are deliberately starved by the authorities. Food insecurity is 
particularly pressing for vulnerable groups such as children, women, elderly 
and disabled people. 
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In December 2011, in resolution 66/174, the General Assembly stated 
that there is still a Prevalence of chronic and acute malnutrition, 
particularly among the most vulnerable groups of pregnant women, infants 

in the DPRK.  

Children, especially orphans, are particularly exposed to this situation. 
The North Korean government has never recognised the existence of the 

(Wandering Swallows) and still asserts that 
 

11.  On 
the contrary, these children manage to survive in the streets by begging, 
stealing and scavenging through garbage. Not considered citizens by the 
North Korean government, they are one of the primary victims of 
malnutrition. Gwang-hyeok Kim who defected in 2010 was living as a 

returned. He was eleven at that time and lived in the streets for one month 
after he was finally caught by the authorities and put in a special institution 

getting children off the streets. 

 hungry 
back then. Because all the children were so hungry, they would eat the dead 
rats that had been killed with rat poison thrown outside of houses. They 

all but when I  

 
them. We would eat the corn from cow dung, those that the cow did not digest. 
With such sanitary conditions, we had so many worms inside. I think the 
worms ate up everything we ate. Anyways, I was this small, and I became 
instantly hungry after I ate one dish. So my only thought was to steal and to 
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Orphans were among the hardest hit died by the famine of the 1990 s, 
with many starving to death. According to Gwang-hyeok Kim, Where there 
used to be about one child who died every day, suddenly there were five or 

only by eating everything they can find 
including grains of rice fallen in the mud, dead rats, grass and flowers. 
According to Marzuki Darusman, even though there have been some 
progresses on the situation, food shortages continue To affect the physical 

. 
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 - Art. 1 §2 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights.  

 

By publishing fake statements regarding the situation of food 
distribution in their own country, the DPRK is committing a flagrant 
violation of two main human rights treaties, both signed and ratified by North 
Korea, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
and the Convention on the rights of the Child. 

 The first fundamental Human Rights treaty creates obligations for the 
state when dealing with social rights including the right to food. The right to 
be free from hunger is guaranteed by the article 11 §2 which outlines that: 

state parties to the present covenant, recognizing the fundamental right 
of everyone to be free from hunger, shall take measures, including specific 
programmes, which are needed to ensure an equitable distribution of world 
food supplies in relation to need.  The unequal food distribution system, 
entirely and arbitrarily supervised by the North Korean authorities, is being 
used as a way to control the population. Furthermore, denying access to 
humanitarian organisations constitutes a serious human rights violation. 
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 Moreover, this situation which mainly affects vulnerable groups, 
especially children, violates the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Article 24 directs the state parties to Recognise the right of the child to the 

. Furthermore the 
states must implement this right by taking measures Combat 
disease and malnutrition through the provision of adequate nutritious 
food and clean drinking- . Malnutrition is startlingly abundant 
throughout 
children who live and die in the streets of North Korea without any support 
from the authorities.  

In 2009, the Secretary-General of the United Nations stated that the 
North Korean Government has failed to Fulfil its obligations under 

12; this 
statement is still fully valid. Even if it has recognised the Considerable 

in its last UPR report13, the DPRK still refuses 
to recognise any responsibility for this humanitarian disaster and the 
continuous deterioration of the situation inside the country. It explains the 
famine and the global food insecurity only by the Dissolution of the 
socialist  and Successive natural disasters.  Nowadays, the right to 
food is still not ensured to everyone. The government re-established the PDS 
in 2005, but hunger is still the reality for millions of North Koreans as 
economic policy prohibits using other market activities to obtain sustenance.
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punishment, including inhuman conditions of dete  is one of the major 
patterns of human rights violations in North Korea identified by the Special 
Rapporteur Marzuki Darusman on the situation of human rights in the 

14 The General Assembly resolutions 
adopted between 2006 and 2012 highlighted the ubiquitous use of torture 
against political prisoners and repatriated North Koreans in detention 
facilities by the North Korean authorities. 15  Past reports of the Special 
Rapporteur in 2007 and 2010 also emphasized the responsibility of the 
regime and the concentration of violence in detention facilities.16  
 
 Despite the investigations of the United Nations, the DPRK claimed 
in their 2009 Universal Periodic Review that The Criminal Procedures Law 
strictly prohibits forcing a suspect to admit offence or leading statement by 

Law. Victims of the aforementioned torture and other coercive means of 
17 Notwithstanding the fact that there 

are no testimonies of officers being punished for torture, it seems like they 
are pushed to use torture, which happens blatantly and customarily during 
investigations. However in this statement, the DPRK does not acknowledge 
the persistent accounts of torture and inhumane treatment which occur 
outside of an interrogation. Torture is not mainly used for coercion. Instead, 
according to testimonies from defectors, the use of torture is rather arbitrary.  
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 Prisoners are punished by torture for their supposed transgressions.  
Torture is also used to coerce people into admitting crimes, which they 
sometimes did not even commit, according to testimonies. When prisoners 
first arrive in detention facilities, they are interrogated and then have to write 
about the actions they are accused of in the form of an affidavit or a 
biography. Most defectors account that they were told to write the affidavit 
several times and were beaten for not writing the exact same words twice. 
Defectors also say that during the whole process of interrogation and 
coercion, prisoners are systematically beaten for no apparent reason.   
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 Cheol-ho Lee said that he was heavily tortured for trying to escape, 
and was constantly tortured as a means to dissuade him from trying again. 

 ty 

about 60-70kg of cement on purpose. They said that they had to drain any life 
 

 requently physically 
assaulted at the forced labour training camp. When they hit they would 
specifically aim at my knees with their boots. They threatened me by saying 

 

 

To prevent inmates from hiding money or other items in their 
stomachs, guards make them scavenge through their own feces in order to 
find any money. Mi-hyan Sohn experienced this humiliating situation while 
detained in a National Security Agency detention facility. 

first week of your detention. They know that the women, who go to China and 
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come back, wrap money in thin vinyl sheets and swallow it. So the officers 
stand outside the toilets and make you touch your own stool to check if 
anything has come out. They make you do it with your bare hands. Then there 
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 Mi-hyang Sohn was beaten while being interrogated in a National 
Security Agency holding camp. After that she was told to write an affidavit 
with which the guards were never satisfied, so they continued beat her.  

 ey start by beating you so 

n I came 
 

 
your affidavit. Then you have to write about what you did on what day and so 
on. But you have to recall everything in your mind. If you make any sort of 
mistake in writing compared to the day before and the day before that then 

t and write it down exactly the 

 

 

 Gwang-hyeok Kim recalled being beaten for not writing the exact 
same confessions at least thirty times. 

 
birth, they said. I wrote about thirty times, ten pages each. A tiny change in 

one of my testimonies] . I may have walked on foot when I went, but as I came 
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back I collapsed and was 
 

 

Mi-hyang Sohn was also assaulted after providing the wrong home 
address to a guard, fearing that her family would be repatriated back to North 
Korea from G
towards women inferred to mean bastard) and then beat her to the point 

Bones were being re-ordered Her head was grabbed and 
hit against a wall. The guard then proceeded to stomp on her head with his 
shoes. She 

 

 ional Security 
Agency detention facility for 7 months. She was detained in a regular prison. 
Both were caught after trying to defect to South Korea with the help of a 
pastor. Her husband eventually died in prison, but she survived. They were 
both made to confess their crimes under severe torture. She says that most of 
the officers were drunk while practicing torture. 

 
t by 

going to China. But on top of that you planned to go to South Korea with a 
South Korean pastor, you are 
concrete wall. They tie you with ropes. They pull your hand if you refuse to 

 

 

 She remains traumatized by her experiences in prison. She is still 
having difficulty adjusting to life in South Korea. 

 
we planned to kill ourselves and swallowed our spoons. It was better to die 
here than to die after series of torture. But they had CCTV there. And the 
guards came and brought us back to life. I still have nightmares. Life is not 
life. I have dreams of getting caught or being carried away in Tumen River. 
Then I am drenched in sweat. I have to take a MRI of my brain. I forget the 
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roads, I forget appointments. My memory is poorer. I keep having headaches 
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 In Security Agency camps, those considered as political dissidents 
and repatriated people are held prisoner. In these facilities, torture and 
mistreatment are the most severe and completely irrational. Gwang-hyeok 
Kim who defected from Chongjin in North Hamgyong province in 2010 
recalls being tortured at a National Security Agency facility for the sole fact 
that he had moved. 

 
If you move even a little, they check the surveillance cameras and beat you 

 

 

 Cheol-ho Lee who defected from Chongjin in North Hamgyong 
province in 2010 said that he was hit for smoking a cigarette in a Security 
Agency holding camp, interrogation and detention facility. 

  February in 2009. A guard told me off for smoking a 

he just called me over and started hitting me with his fists. It felt worse being 
hit by someone who was the right age to be my nephew. So my facial 
expression changed a little since I was quite discomforted by the thought. 

 

 

 He also said that people would be beaten and tortured because they 
had just snored. 

 n their sleep. [The officers]  make you wake 
up suddenly if someone is snoring and they order the guards to find the 

that person is. They make you repeatedly stand up and sit back down then 



(O!
!

you have to lie down with your feet in the air until they tell you to stop. If you 
 of 

the metal bars and they hit your feet with a wooden stick. And they even 
withhold one meal as punishment. Just because you snored.  

Sang-Cheol Lee was asked what torture he felt was the harshest to 
endure: 

 

e until they strike. If I avoid it they would do it again. 
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 Beating is the most common way to torture a prisoner but various 
other ways to torture also exist in North Korean camps and according to 
Sang-Cheol Lee, T
Some will tie you upside down and some will hit the soles of your feet until 
they are covered in bruises. Some will make you stand up and down, up and 
down like a pump  Some specific patterns and methods frequently used are 
listed below. 
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Bang Seok Tae who defected in March 2010 from Jongsung, North 
Hamgyeong and arrived in South Korea in 2011 said that the guards stripped 
him and tied his hands with a piece of string and ties that string to two 
100mm nails that were used to hang clothes. As the guards passed by his 
hanging body, they treated it like a sandbag. Due to excessive beating, he 
bled to the point that his body stank of blood and his face developed multiple 
bloody scabs. 
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A common torture practice found in testimonies is the use of a heated 
metal hook used to beat prisoners. Gwang-Hyeok Kim said that he was hung 
on a hook and tortured. 

 
lot and you suffocate. He hung me there, and threw a 360-degree turning kick, 
you know, perhaps he was practicing it, he did that turning kick. He was 

k you dust 
the ash with, it was under the fire, and was always burning red. He looked at 

burning hook. But I 
is less. It was not searing, but beating. He beat you on the back of your neck 

have to hold your head low 24 hours there. Except for when you sleep, you 
 

 

 Bang Seok Tae provides a second account of a heated hook being 
used as an instrument of torture.  Bang said that while being interrogated, he 
was beaten with a heated metal hook used to make the fires that were made 
with wood or charcoal. The guard
back and his sides. Bang explained that "it wasn't torture using fire directly 
but to me, but it was no different than being tortured with fire."  
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This kind of abuse was found by a testimony made by Lee Eun Ho. It 
was in March 2010 in Jongsung, North Hamgyeong Province. Lee was 
repatriated while attempting to escape and was interrogated for three days. 
During the three days, the guards assaulted and demanded that Lee tell them 
what his motivations were for trying to escape. The victim admitted that he 
was planning on going to China but the guards continued to beat him and said 
that he was lying. The guards put Lee in a torture cell of about 70 square 
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centimeters, just big enough for one crouching person to fit. Lee, only 
wearing his underwear, was forced to stay in the cell for 40 minutes. In the 

walls of the cell. The top of the small cell had a small hole where light would 
come in. The offenders waited until his skin turned blue before taking him 
out of the cell.  

Lee: "Just the thought of going back into that cell makes me feel like 
dying.   
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Mi-Hyang Sohn recounted the story of a gymnast in her mid- , 
who was sent to a camp for smuggling. She had to hold a specific posture for 
several hours:  

of a flying bird. She had to stand like that from breakfast time to lunchtime. If 
 

 

Wu-chul Shim  friend was suspected of receiving South Korean 
is a 

description of what had occurred to his friend while being held by the police: 

only your chin holding you up. He was tortured. He literally could not walk, 

 

 

 

'
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North Korea is party to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights which, in its article 7, outlines that No one shall be 
subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent 
to medical or scientific experimentation.  North Korean torture facilities are 
mainly used by police officers and prison camps guards to obtain forced 
confessions, true or fake from accused prisoners, from potential prisoners. 
Guards use a variety of patterns to obtain confessions such as battery, beating 
with objects such as golf clubs or base balls, fire, putting prisoners in a small 
box or forcing them to stay in the same posture for hours. Sometimes and 
especially in prison camps, guards use torture randomly on inmates just to 
make them suffer. Violence is totally out of control in those places. 
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according to the Constitution and the Criminal Law, unless he/she has 
committed a very serious crime. - National UPR report submitted by North 
Korea in 2009, § 34 

 

The North Korean Criminal Procedure clearly defines the 
investigation, the trial process, the rules that apply for evidence and suitable 
defences. In their UPR report, North Korean authorities dedicated a whole 
paragraph to precisely describe how justice is administered in the country 

B
assessors elected by the .  The Court 
carries o Judicial proceedings in strict accordance with law independently 
of any interference or influence.  The judgement is then passed based on 
evidence which are Thoroughly examined and verified in the course of the 
trial.  The accused must be present during his trial and he has the right to 

Legal assistance of his/her own 
choosing.  During the interrogation phase, the accused cannot be forced to 
make a statement or a confession using coercion and he can appeal a court 
decision 10 days after the sentence has been handed down. 

The DPRK also had stated in the UPR report that students of law 
enforcement have a Clear understanding of the illegality and harmful 
effects of torture and other coercive methods of interrogation and that 

N  are often taken to Prevent occurrence of such 
(§37) 

However, the General Assembly in its resolution 66/17418 expressed 
its concern at the grave violations of human rights in the DPRK including 

Extrajudicial and arbitrary detention; the absence of due process and the 
rule of law, including fair trial guarantees and an independent judiciary; 
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use of forced labour.  The two Special Rapporteurs also stressed these 
points, adding that the Judicial system lacks of independence and is heavily 

19. In North Korea, there is no respect for North 
Korean or International Law: the judiciary is not independent and citizens 
are deprived of their liberty without any chance to appoint a lawyer or make 
an appeal. In detention facilities, they are forced to write their own 
confessions, if not they are beaten or tortured. 

Contrary to all the statements made by North Korean authorities, the 
Special Rapporteur and the United Nations also highlighted the issue of 
prison camps and forced labour camps in all their documents and 
resolutions. In its last document related to the situation of Human Rights in 

 of Korea, the Human Rights Council 
acknowledged and deplored the existence of political prisoners and the use 
of labour camps 20 . It also urged the North Korean government To 
immediately end those practices and to release all political prisoners 
unconditio . Forced labour is a usual punishment in 
North Korea and inmates are enslaved in camps where most of them die 
before they are released. Those who are sent to a political prison camp stay 
there the rest of their life without any rights. 

 

a) No fair trial and arbitrary detention: 

-  Chul-ho Lee  

In the national UPR report submitted by North Korean authorities in 
2009, it is specified that ished fair trial system and 

(§38). 

getting arrested without being noticed or informed by the police. Then they 
are questioned in detention facilities under the threat of torture where they 
have to provide confessions even if they are untrue and then they are sent to 
prison camps or forced-labour facilities depending on their charge. 
Sometimes, North Korean authorities act as jurors but it is merely a formality 
as the accused cannot defend themselves or make an appeal. 
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Regular police and the National Security Agency (NSA) are in charge 
of arresting criminals, offenders and political opponents in North Korea.  The 
police are called the  or B  which means 

 
criminals and offenders and questioning them before they are sentenced in 
detention facilities ( G ). The NSA ( ) or simply 

 is the political police of the North Korean regime. It hunts down 
potential political opponents all over the country and questions them using 
torture in detention facilities. These facilities have been described as Living 

 by defectors. They arrest those who criticise the regime, who try to 
escape or help defectors, who believe in another religion, and those who   
watch South Korean media. This NSA is systematically violating human 
rights and does not have any respect for fundamental rights.  

The North Korean Criminal Procedure Law clearly specifies the rules 
for pre-trial examination and states that The examiner shall neither force the 
suspect into an admission of guilt nor ask leading questions  (Art. 167). 
However, this is a common practice among the North Korean authorities and 
particularly for the National Security Agency (NSA) which willingly uses 
torture, beatings and tricks to obtain confessions from North Korean citizens. 
Without any mandate, and with total impunity, NSA officers come into 
houses and arrest anyone they suspect of a political offense. Then, the 
accused are sent to NSA special detention facilities which can be found in 
every major city in the country where they are questioned for months without 
a trial and even without the right of defending themselves. In those places, 
they are put in small cells with dozens of other inmates, and are starved, 
beaten and tortured. Inmates are treated as suspects upon entering the 
investigation room. In all cases the individuals are to 
being convicted of guilt. Heo Jin Tae 
detention facility in 2004. In his testimony, he described the situation inside 
the cell: 

 trying to 
escape, records the information in documents and then sends them to either 
prison-labour facilities, political prison camps, or forced-labour training 
camps depending on their charge.  

t go in 
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backwards and in the room there is a small window, wooden floors and a 
small rise used as a bathroom. In the small room, usually around 40 to 50 

hand and ask for permission to go to the bathroom. If caught speaking or 
even looking sideways, he or she is taken outside and beaten on the hands 
with a club. 10 PM to 5 AM was the sleeping time. There were three meals 
per day but it was one scoop of porridge in a small plastic bowl per meal. 

 

 

Gwang-hyeok Kim was forced to write his own confessions under 
threat by the National Security Agency Guards in North Hamgyong Province 
in 2010: 

sion, every time I would write 

. I 

 

 

Yun-hee Moon was detained with her husband at the Musan National 
Security Agency in 2007 after getting repatriated from China. Officers 
tortured and beat them in order to force them to confess fake crimes. 

soaked with blood, unable to walk or talk. With such condition he said that he 
and I went to church, met a South Korean pastor, and planned to follow that 
pastor back to South Korea. I was nearly beaten to death for this. They said, 
your husband has already said everything so why do you persist in denying? 
They beat me too much and I h  

Because you are beaten.  
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Her husband was kept detained in this facility for seven months 
without a proper trial and was tortured. 

 tortured so much that they admitted to other crimes 

church together, that we got the imposition of hands from a pastor and had 
also received money. I told him before, when we wer
say anything like that, at least one of us should survive and take our kid. But 

 

restaurant and had no time for that. 
beaten my husband so that such a good-natured man like him would admit to 

 

 

Seong-  aunt and uncle were arrested under the pretext of 
making phone calls to South Korea while they were in fact calling China in 
order to receive money.  

detention facility, but there, for a month, my aunt was questioned without 
proper slee

 

my 
s 

 

 

Son-mi Hyang was detained and tortured in a National Security 
Agency detention facility in North Hamgyong without any trial and right to 
defence. 

g you so you 
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detained for 10 days and if [he]  is not found guilty, then [ they]  must let [him]  
go. However, what these people did to me was that they investigated me, put 
me in jail as a political prisoner, and when the 10 days were up, they let me 
go for one day. They would not let me sleep in the detention center room. 

Then the next day, they put me [back]  in the detention centre room again. 
Then it becomes that I did not exceed the 10 days. By doing re-investigation 

 

 

There is no fair trial in North Korea, simply a parody of the judicial 
process. The judiciary is not independent but in fact the arm which Protects 
through judicial activities the State power of the DPRK, the socialist system, 
the property of the State and social, cooperative organizations and personal 
rights as guaranteed by the Constit
property21 .  The North Korean constitution and Criminal Procedure Law 
clearly detailed the rules for a trial including provisions about the 
independence of the Court, the right to defence or the right to make an 
appeal. However, in reality, all these things exist only nominally. Prisoners 
are even deprived of the right to a fair trial. The accused have no option but 
to initial ruling. 

Sang Chul Lee was sentenced in 2007 and recalled the biased form of 
justice which is in place in North Korea. He particularly insisted on the role 
of the so-
impossible to make a difference between the judge, the prosecutor and the 
lawyer. They seem to all work for the State and agree with each other. Again, 
the accused is guilty before being convicted as such. 

takes. 5 minutes is too short, about 10 minutes to 20 minutes? No, 20 minutes 
is  

lawyer, it is a formality. Lawyer is the same, prosecutor is the same, the 
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l the difference between the lawyer and 
prosecutor. Then at the end they asked me if I had any last words. But with 
the lawyer not even on my side what would I say? Saying you have nothing to 

 

oyees. The judge and the regular 
audiences are from some enterprises that only come to the court. It (is) all 

 

the lawyers. The lawyer would not protect me but he would accuse and insult 
me 

protect the accused, to be like the prosecutor, or just helping the 
ju

 

 

Ok Kim also described briefly what justice means in North Korea: 
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If North Korean people are detained in police or NSA facilities prior 
to their sentence, they are sent then to forced-labour camps or political camps, 
according to their charge. Prison labour is the most common punishment in 
North Korea. Indeed, according to the North Korean Criminal Law, eight 
types of punishment exist including life term prison labour or a limited term 
of prison labour. Prison labour facilities are usually places where people who 
have committed general crimes, as opposed to political crimes, are detained 

-educated through work.  Thus, the North Korean authorities are 
numerous prisoners. In those places, they face starvation, harsh treatments 
and death every day. 
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There are three kinds of forced-labour camps in North Korea. First, 
there is the  which literally means Re-education camp.  It is 
actually a prison-labour facility where inmates are condemned for a long time. 
Then, as the number of offenders committing acts against the rules of the 
DPRK increased and the  could no longer accommodate them 
all, short term forced labour camps were created for those who committed 
minor offences. There are known as  which is a generic term for 
a gathering place and where the period of the sentence is from six months to 
two years. Finally, a labour-training corps called R  also 
exists. These are mobile brigades of prisoners forced to do construction work. 
In those places, the rule of law does not exist and unfair treatment is carried 
out against these general offenders.  

According to a defector Sang-chul Lee who was detained at the prison 
labour facility in the North Pyongan province from 2007 until 2010, the 
detainees are forced to complete extreme amounts of labour under the excuse 
of re-education and many people are injured or even die as a consequence. 

after cutting down some wood but the slope 
was so steep that a whole log fell down on someone and the bones in their 

 

categorized as 1, 2 and 3. I was at section 2 where we had to mine. The work 
is the hardest here and there are many people who die by falling into the pits. 
My friends stumbled and fell as well and because they were hit from one side 

 bodies. At the 
time, it was common for about forty detainees to die in the mines every 

 

 

Jin-gil Shin was detained in short term labour camp in 2009 in 
Hoeryong, North Hamgyong Province. He described the exhausting work and 

 lity. He 
defected successfully one year later. 

looked like they would fall over and die if the wind blew, they refused to send 
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them to the hospital wing. Even when we looked at it objectively, the person 

 

e the 
patients went by themselves. I was sick too and went there and I saw all sorts 

around the mouth and fainted. But even then they just allowed the person to 
be stable again be  

 

 

Administrators at each detention facility are also exploiting their own 
authority and committing human rights abuses in various ways. The 
government is continuing to overlook these infringements. The situation is 
even worse in political prison camps. 
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The right to liberty and security and the right to a fair trial are all 
fundamental civil rights. Thus, they are enshrined in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which North Korea has ratified. 
Arbitrary deprivations of liberty, interrogations under pressure, beatings and 
torture in detention facilities, no fair trial and forced labour and enslavement 
of inmates in camps are all common practices in North Korea and are clearly 
violating these rights defined in the articles 8, 9, and 14 of the ICCPR. 

The first paragraph of the article 9 specifies Everyone has the right 
to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest 
or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds 

 North 
Korean police and National Security Agency officers can arrest anyone on 
suspicion and not only proof without a mandate to arrest. Not only is this 
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practice a flagrant violation of the International Covenant, it also does not 
respect the procedure established by law in North Korea. Criminal Law and 
Criminal Procedure are only a formality and authorities do not respect any 
law when they deprive North Korean citizens of their rights. 

promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise 
judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to 

 (Art. 9, §3). Arrested citizens are taken to a detention facility where 
they could be questioned for months and be tortured and beaten without any 
right to receive legal assistance. The next paragraph specifies that Anyone 
who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take 

. It is clearly impossible in North Korea as the 
accused cannot have any contact with the outside world. Contrary to the 

out a court to decide. 
In the rare cases where the accused is not convicted and thus released, they 
cannot expect any compensations from the authorities for the harm suffered.  

The right to a fair trial is guaranteed in articles 14 and 15 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Once again, North 
Korean authorities are violating these provisions and use public trial to 
maintain their grip over the population instead of delivering impartial and 
independent justice. 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states: 
persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination 
of any criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit 
at law, everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, 
independent and impartial tribunal established by law.  Courts in North 
Korea are not impartial and independent; they are used as a tool by the 
central power and are following orders from the authorities. Most of the time, 
accused people are convicted before the trial and the sentence is fixed before 
evidence can be examined. This method violates the second paragraph of this 
article which outlines that 
have the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law.  

Minimum rights are guaranteed to accused citizens according to 
international law but North Korea does not respect its own legal conventions. 
Indeed, no adequate time and facilities are provided to anyone before their 
trial in order to prepare their defence and receive legal counsel. Accused 
citizens can appoint a lawyer but he does not serve the interests of the 



M'!
!

accused, only those of the State. According to defectors, it is even impossible 
to make a difference between the judge, the prosecutor and the lawyer. There 
is no real examination of proof and witnesses as the sentence is fixed in 
advance and thus, rendered in a few minutes after the beginning of the trial 
process. Accused persons are encouraged and even forced to testify against 
themselves and confess guilt. Further compounding the injustice, it is almost 
impossible to make an appeal. 

If they are condemned to death, convicted citizens are sent to prison 
labour facilities where they are forced to work and face starvation, torture and 
humiliation. The existence of such facilities goes against the article 8 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which specifies that 
one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms 
shall be prohibited, !and that 
compulsory labour.  In those camps, political prisoners are forced to work 
for the rest of their lives without any rights. 

'

'
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Officially, there is no discrimination inside North Korean society. All 
citizens are provided with the same rights according to the North Korean 

such as women, children and persons with disabilities under North Korean 
law. 

Men and women are officially equal since 1946 in the promulgation 
With the view to freeing women from the 

centuries-old feudal fetters22.  The content of this text was later incorporated 
in the North Korean constitution in its article 77 which specifies that 

Women shall be entitled to the same status and rights as men.  The North 
Korean government is also seeking better , 
especially in the field of reproductive healthcare. According to the national 
UPR repo 98% of pregnant women receive the assistance of professionals 

 and The maternal mortality rate was 96.3 per 100,000 
23. North Korea is also a state party to the Convention on 

the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 
which has provisions safeguarding the rights of women and protecting them 
against violence.  

Since its creation, North Korea has proclaimed that Children are the 
future and the Kings  of the country24.  The regime has also ratified the 
convention on rights of the child in 1990 which specifies that Childhood is 

 and, as a result, protects the rights of 
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the child to be free from hunger, violence and labour in order to Achieve a 
healthy development.  

The North Korean government purportedly pays close attention to 
persons with disabilities granting them with a special protected status. On 
July 3rd 2013, the North Korean government signed the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with disabilities. In the past, the protection of disabled 
people was guaranteed by the Law on the Protection of Persons with 
Disabilities adopted in 2003. The Korean Federation for the Protection of 
Persons with Disabilities was created in 2005 and June 18th of every year is 
supposed to be dedicated to disabled people. According to the national UPR 
report, persons with disabilities in North Korea Receive education and 
medical treatment, choose their occupation according to their talents and 
abilities and enjoy cultural life with the same equal rights as 25. 

On the contrary, the North Korean regime is clearly persecuting 
marginalized groups based on racial, political, ethnic and gender grounds as 
enumerated by the Special Rapporteur Marzuki Darusman26. Although some 
groups are identified and protected under domestic law and international 
covenants, people are actually not granted most basic freedoms and 
fundamental rights recognized internationally. In a time of economic 
difficulty in North Korea, these groups are even more vulnerable to 
discrimination.  

 

a) Discrimination based on allegiance to the regime: 

The status of a person in North Korea is pre-determined by the North 
Korean authorities and affects every aspect of his or her life, while social 
mobility is practically impossible. A rigid cast system, Songbun,  divides 
the population according to  
family background, and whether they could threaten the order in place. Three 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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groups are identified by the authorities: the ru C the 
Basic m T 27.  

C -Sung and his family, those 
who have close links with the -Japanese 
revolutionaries and those injured or disabled in the Korean War. Altogether, 
they form a privileged minority with access to food, decent health care, good 
education and high responsibility jobs. The B  includes farmers, 
clerks and workers. This group is intentionally denied the same amenities and 
services, and does not enjoy equal rights and freedoms. The third category, 

C ate; in other words, 
those descended from the former landed aristocracy or colonial era 
collaborators. Added to this is ethnic discrimination against those associated 
with the Japanese, Chinese, South Koreans or other nations. People 
categorized as pertaining to the C
persecuted and alienated from society. Beyond th Core 
population is faced with the dilemma of a decaying public service system, 
which collapsed as a result of the mid-1990s crisis, and the impossibility to 
find other means of livelihood. Indeed, the government prohibits any private 
activity. 

This paradox is particularly striking in the food system as Gil-hyeon 
Shim explained.28 B C
rely on very expensive and limi C
continues to receive foodstuff at low prices from the government. 

so we start begging; we start doing drugs; and engage in illicit traffic from 
with China. We are not even going to China to escape, we just want to get 
enough to come back to live in our own house, but then what we did is a 

 

The universal free medical system also provided by the North Korean 
constitution is breaking down. Defectors explain that in public hospitals, 
reasonable treatment is reserved to those who have money and connections 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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and that private hospitals with better equipment and staff are gaining in 
popularity and number. Geon-tae Park who lived in Hoeryeong in North 
Hamyeong Province recalls having to bribe a man to get an x-ray and 
received different treatment because he had relations in the hospital. 

under the table to get an x-ra  

nurse was very brutal when she put the needle. The next day, her behaviour 
was different. She had heard that my uncle was the director [of the hospital] , 

then you are sent home and then you have to take care of it yourself. Thus, 
even in North Korea, p   

!

A very serious problem is that medication is unavailable at the 
hospitals and scarce and expensive in private markets, as Ok Kim explains.  

 
treatment is free of charge. You can see a doctor but there is no medicine. 
[For example]  when a woman bleeds while giving birth, she needs 
medication to stop the bleeding and induce contractions to push the baby out 
easily. However, these kinds of medicines are not available at the hospitals 
so you have to go and buy it yourself at the markets. Of course those who 

 

Howev
 

In North Korea good colleges and high profile jobs, especially in the 
Party are only accessible to the elite, as Gun-ho Lee who 

defected from Cheongjin in 2011 testified. 
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In general, jobs are allocated by the authorities according to the 
nt is out of the question; Sae-won Kim 

who defected in 2011 from Gilju in North Hamgyeong province explained. 

 [ in North Korea] . The state 
allocates jobs. You are placed in a farm at least.  Nobody is jobless. You 

 If you have good 
songbun, then normally you get the good jobs. If your songbun is good you 
can also have an important place in parties. Above all, your songbun has to 

  

  

According to Jae-min Kim, who defected in 2008 from Hoeryeong, 
there is no choice of career and there seems to be no possibility of social 
mobility between the B Complex mass.   

 o find work. You are told 

your family situ  

 

Sae-won Kim said that his freedom of profession was compromised 
by the sole fact that he was born in China. Racial discrimination is the main 
reason why I escaped North Korea. Because I am fro

T  [ if you are 
from China] . If you are born in China, joining a political party is also 
difficult. In all aspects, you are discriminated and not equally treated with 
other North Korean origins. 
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According to defectors, songbun  affects the whole family because 
of punishment by association. If one family member 

C rest of the family must endure the 
consequences as well, and for at least two generations according to defectors. 
Tae-hee Park who lived in Onseong in North Hamgyeong before defecting in 
2006 explained My mother was no longer a person of our country because 
she did a crime of betrayal. In order for my dad not to be affected by it, they 
had to divorce. If my dad refused to accept the divorce, then my father would 

My mother asked for an automatic divorce and was just treated as a person 
not related to our family.   

Geon-Tae Park explained that his whole family was having 
difficulties for the reason that his grandfather went to a gwalliso (political 
camp).  cause my grandfather went to a g
was quite bad. My father worked really hard, but even if he wanted to enter 

 

 

Sae-won Kim says that his children face discrimination as well 
because of As in my case, because I have 

my kid graduated middle school and entered society, due to the sole reason 
that his dad was born in China, he was rejected from entering the 

discrimination. But I believe that the Communists have the gravest 
 

 

C
to the point where it becomes difficult to have a normal life as Hyun-Shim 
Kim says. He was detained in a gyohwaso from 2007 to 2010 in North 
Hamgyeong for defecting to South Korea.  
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After getting out [of the gyohwaso ]
my friends I would be questioned afterwards. They would ask me why I met 
with my friends, what their names were etc. Because I tried to defect from 
North Korea to South Korea

 

 

olice. With 
connections and bribes, watching foreign programs is easier, as Wu-chul 
Shim explains.  

well enough and we could afford to pay people off if we were discovered. 
Also, we watched the movies in places where officials would not go in. When 
you have connections and such no one   

 

Sae-won Kim recalls an incident where children of powerful families 
escaped prison. There is this guy I know in Musan. His brother in law, 
along with his friends, had called each other Director of finances, Head of 
military force, and such [ in an organization] . They were all sent to 
a gyohwaso because of that. It was after middle school graduation, so 
[ they were]  around 17 [years old] . 
was only the kids from powerless worker families.   

 

b) Discrimination against women: 

equality between human beings but I feel like it [North Korea]  remains a 
 - Cheol-ho Lee  

 

According to DPRK s constitution, women are equal to men in North 
Korea. However, ideas of phallocracy and patriarchy remain deeply 
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entrenched in the society and women are not sufficiently protected against 
gender-based discrimination including sexual violence, prostitution, forced 
abortions and forced marriage. W are further endangered by the 
economic troubles facing the DPRK today.  
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Indeed, the North Korean regime itself tends to reinforce the 
persistence of stereotypical roles of women in society by restrictions imposed 
on their daily lives. Gwang-hyuk Kim testified that North Korean women 

 

Mi-hyang Sohn said that omen have to wear dresses all day. One 
day, there was a message from General Kim Jong-il.  He said something 
about morals and then said women were obliged to wear dresses. So in the 

uncomfor   

 
that riding bicycles and walking in big strides was very unladylike. And so a 
new law was created that stated that women cannot ride bicycles. It is still  
like this today.  

 

- P.+C4)-4'$A$.)5*'L+#4)'.)'*24'3%.F$*4'$),'3"DC.-'5324%4/'

roles of gender. Women are expected to be subordinated to men in family life 
and are thus vulnerable to domestic abuse. Moreover, according to Special 
Rapporteur Darusman, women are unprotected from abuses in their own 
households because of the assumption that The State should not intervene in 

29 Thus, even if the victim reports abuse, it is 
likely that nothing will be done about it.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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These views and violent practices against women are also widespread 
and tolerated in the public sphere. Officials of the 
said to take advantage of their power to use violence against women and 
sexually harass them.  

Ok Kim said that In]  North Korea there is a sexual objectification 

centers. These occur brazenly under the pretext of government 

Safety Agency are automatically sexually abused. When they go in, they are 
stripped of their clothes and male officers put their hands in their vaginas 

  

 

 Gwang-hyeok Kim who was detained in a National Security Agency 
detention facility in 2010 accounts for the same pattern: 
obvious that all the women there [ in the facility]  had been raped by the 

 

 

Victims of State-linked violence are not in position to appropriately 
report abuses either and being able to bear with this treatment is a question of 
survival. Ok Kim recalls that W our 

 right away. If officers want to have intercourse, 
there is no way that you can refuse anything because everyone knows that 
they will use their titles and power to kill you. So even though it is painful 
and horrifying, I just give them my body. Indeed, as criminals we are 
considered to have no right to express ourselves.   

 

 Gwang-hyeok Kim recalled that in an NSA detention camp, 
lieutenant cracked down on this particular woman, because she had 
previously resisted his advances. When she fainted, and the lieutenant saw 
her, he came over and said, W
what you must carry. Hurry up!  If the lieutenant says to do something we 
must do it. But, right then, the girl must have been in the middle of 



Q'!
!

menstruation. So she asked the other women for help and they told the 
lieutenant. Then, the lieutenant became really angry. The other women 
became really scared and took a step back. Only the one woman was left. The 
lieutenant put her in front while he stood behind her, made her carry her 
load and run. Wherever she went, blood trailed behind her in the muddy 

 

 

 In the institutions, discrimination against women is tolerated among 
prisoners and according to Mi-hyang Sohn is seen as natural.  

  a self-criticism s

day I would be hit. The man who was criticized would not leave me alone. 
The men, the North Korean men are strong, and commonly look down upon 

Y
women you are beaten, but even if you are beaten there is no law that 

 

 

Women often engage in prostitution with State officials in order to 
improve their living conditions and in prisons forced prostitution is imposed 
on women and is accepted. Prostitution is also a common way to bribe guards 
to sell foreign products. 

 Mi-hyang Sohn explained that In order to sell South Korean or 
Chinese goods you have to bribe 
have any, young women sell their bodies. It's a good thing to seduce someone 
with influence to  

She also recalled that In 2009, there was one girl who did artistic 
gymnastics at my facility. She was very pretty and 26 years old. She had been 
caught smuggling. All officers gave her punishments. She had to stand 
raising one leg and holding her arms out wide in the posture of a flying bird 
from breakfast to lunchtime. It was a very painful thing to do and she 
sweated a lot. If she collapsed, she would be beaten again. However, one day, 
she went out and returned late, and afterwards, she did not receive that kind 
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 go o  crying 
Those sons of bitc

she tried to kill herself by swallowing a spoon head. She was puking blood so 
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Pregnant women in North Korea are faced with the same problem as 
most patients in North Korea, meaning the difficulty to find medicine and the 
poor medical practice. According to defectors, many women suffer and die of 
surgery. Kim Ok said t The treatment is totally outdated. When an 

traditional methods. The uterus would be scraped until there was a heavy 
sound to remove the fetus. This would be done with no pain relief although it 

 

 

Pregnant women who are brought back from China and incarcerated 
are all subjected to ethnically motivated violence and forced abortions on the 
assumption that they have half-Chinese children. Indeed the North Korean 
State advocates against the formation of multi-cultural families. These 
violations against pregnant women happen without any proof or investigation. 
There are no facilities to help with pregnancy or child-birth in these detention 
centers. 

Gwang-hyuk Kim described a case of violence during the trial of 
those women: 
going to China, a member of the P

of things happen commonly in North Korea. For instance, they would 
deliberately beat a pregnant woman saying that she carries the seed of a 

 

 



QL!
!

Ok Kim described the treatment of women in incarceration camps: 

the women by excessive labour in order to induce abortion, which is 

guards just make them run while carrying heavy objects. [ instead of any 
other method]  That way they induce a very painful and forced mi  

 

Cheol-ho Lee said that Because the North Korean government wants 
to avoid mixed-blood citizens, women are forced into labour, for example by 

either because of miscarriage, loss of blood, 
hunger, and having no medical treatment whatsoever.  

She also recalls the mistreatment of a particular pregnant woman who 
C

winter so she didn't die after falling in the excrement. If it had been summer, 
she would have been covered in it and would have died on the spot. However, 

 

  

c) Discrimination against children: 

It has been observed by the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) and in PSCORE testimonies that children still 
remain very vulnerable in North Korean society, particularly abandoned and 
street children ! , repatriated children or children of non-ethnic 
Korean origin, children with disabilities, children whose parents are part of 

C  facilities or in 
institutions.  

Orphanages that take in street children account for particularly bad 
treatment of children. Abuse, overwork and exploitation of children are 
repeatedly recorded in testimonies. Jeong-geun Sohn was in an orphanage in 
Yanggang province it seemed like The teacher was the king. When he was 
bored, he came to class drunk and just hit children. For no reason t least 
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two or three kids a year died at school freezing to death or from being beaten 
  

 

Gwang-hyuk Kim who lived in an orphanage in North Hamgyeong 
said that teachers W

would hit [ the children] , and our hands would swell. But they kept hitting us. 
Each teacher had his own beating style. Some teachers, the math teacher 

the 

 

 

Defectors say that children in orphanages are forced into labour by 
their teacher and forced to commit crimes such as stealing while the abuses 
are overlooked by the authorities. Children, most of the time, work after and 
during school hours and receive little proper class time. Jeong-geun Sohn, 
recalled that he was forced to steal cigarettes by his teacher.  

rse 
 

Geon-tae Park who lived in an orphanage in North Hamgyeong said 
that he had been forced into labour by his teacher T
have enough to pay the teachers, so they give them land instead. It's hard for 
one family to take care of the whole property so the teacher makes his 
students work. One entire class, 30 people go and work there. From planting 
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Seong-hun Shin testified that he worked in a school in Hoeryeong in 
North Hamgyeong province before defecting in 2009, and saw children who 
were still in elementary school participating to construction work.  

Here in South Korea, they [schools]  hire a company for construction. 
But our school did not have enough money and manpower. So we, the 
4th,5th,6th graders, were put in instead. The school was constructing another 

students instead. In the morning, we went to work during class. I first started 
construction work at the age of 17 and worked until its completion. We would 
mix cement, sand and gravels, and would also build blocks. We worked in the 
morning, had lunch, and returned to school. 

. And 

  

 There are a lot of things that you have to give to the school. There is 
this seed where you can get oil from, so we had to pay the seeds to the school 
and a lot of other things as well. It was so unfair. What did the school give 

 

 

d) Discrimination of rights of citizens with disabilities: 

 According to defectors, in North Korea persons with disabilities are 
segregated and have no freedom of employment or movement. The most 
flagrant form of discrimination of people with disabilities is the limitation of 
their place of residence. Indeed, people with disabilities are removed from the 
capital and big cities to be hidden from foreigners, high ranking officials, and 
are gathered forcibly in specific and restricted areas. Sae-won Kim explained 
that D or the country. 
In North Korea, Pyongyang is the most embellished city and everything is 

people, for instance little people are not even allowed in cities. Little people 
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in normal city county areas. I heard that they were gathered 
somewhere and shipped to an island.  

 

People with disabilities are discriminated in employment as well. In 
its last report to the ICESCA, North Korea admitted that D
factories and welfare service centers were set up for the purpose of creating 

, although it was presented as positive 
discrimination.  

 Sae-won Kim said that In Gilju, there is a 5.17 telecommunication 
 the North Korean handicapped and disabled people 

there. Kim Il-sung himself went there for local guidance, saying phrases like 
The flower should keep blooming.  That place is full of disabled people. 

Disabled soldiers, and all the other disabled operated the factory. They care 
 

!
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discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall 
prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective 
protection against discrimination on any ground such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
prop  Article 26 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 

'

North Korea is party to the three major international conventions 
dedicated to the eradication of all forms of discrimination: the Convention on 
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. Not only is the North Korean government actively disregarding 
its own law regarding citizens  equality, it also stifles the main provisions of 
these international treaties. 
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North Korea is violating Article 5 of the CEDAW which provides that 
Modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men 

and women, with a view to achieving the elimination of prejudice and 
customary and all other practices which are based on the idea of the 
inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for 
men and women . Indeed, the North Korean government has imposed 
restrictions on wome
stereotypical roles of women in society. Subordinated to men in family life 
they are thus also vulnerable to domestic abuses. In detention facilities, 
women are also the victims of prostitution imposed to them by State officials. 
This situation is a flagrant violation of the article 6 which gives an obligation 
for the State to take measures to Suppress all forms of traffic in women and 

. Finally, pregnant women are 
particularly neglected, although the DPRK is entitled to conform to Article 
12 of the CEDAW which provides that 
appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the 
post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well as 
adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.  

 The United Nations declared in the Convention on the Rights to Child 
which was ratified by the DPRK that Children are entitled to special care 

 and that every child in order to achieve a healthy 
development should Grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of 
happiness, love and understanding30.  In accordance with 
policy of offense by association, children are punished at the same time as 
their parents. This situation goes against the article 2 of the CRC which states 

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the 
child is protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the 
basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's 
parents, legal guardians, or family members.   

The article 6 §2 of this convention also specifies that the 
Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and 
development of th . In North Korea, orphans are living in the streets 
and survive only by begging or scavenging food which is a violation of 
article 20 of the treaty under which orphans must be immediately Entitled to 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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special protection and assistance provided by t . In the orphanages, 
they are still undernourished and abused although the Convention specifies 
that 
social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of 
physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, 

 (Art.19 §1). Children 
in North Korea often become orphans after their parents get captured and sent 
to forced-labour or political camps. However, the CRC states that 
Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her 

 (Art.9 §1). They are denied the right to visit their 
parents (art.9 §3) or most of the time, they even do not know the cause of 

 

Finally, North Korea violates Article 28 of the CRC which states that 
children must receive a P  and 
Article 32 which specifies that the tates Parties recognize the right of the 
child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any 

. 
These rights are not guaranteed for all children, depending on their parents  
class status. A chil
access to most of the rights enshrined in this convention but a child from the 
hostile class is subject to discrimination, violence and malnutrition. 

 Finally, North Korea is not respecting the convention of the CRPD 
which it ratified in July 2013. In its article 5, this convention particularly 
prohibits All discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantee to 

 and asks the State Parties to take Equal and 
. Indeed, in 

North Korea, disabled people are arbitrarily gathered in remote areas and 
strict restrictions are imposed on them. The authorities are violating Article 
14 of the convention about the right of persons with disabilities to liberty and 
security. North Korea also abuses article 16 which guarantees freedom from 
exploitation, violence and abuse and article 20 which guarantees employment. 
Indeed, persons with disabilities in North Korea are discriminated in 
employment and exploited by the State contrary to what the government 
stated in its UPR report. 
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right to elect and to be elected, the freedom of expression, assembly and 
 National 

UPR Report, §40 

 

 In its constitution, North Korea formally guarantees the freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, demonstration, and association (Art. 67). 
Democratic rights such as the right to vote and to be elected without any 
discrimination based on gender, race, occupation, length of residence, 
property and I  are also guaranteed in Article 66 as well as 
the right to file petitions (Art. 69). Finally, the North Korean constitution also 
gives citizens the right Scientific, literary, and artistic 
activities
Report, the North Korean authorities described their country using those 
statements. According to them, All citizens have freedom of opinion and 

 (§ 42). They can express their views and even criticise 
Institutions, enterprises and organizations, and civil servants for their 

 through various media including newspapers, magazines and 
television. They also can freely engage in literary and creative activities. 
Finally, The State provides conditions for free activities of democratic 
political parties  (§ 44).  

Despite the virtuous appearances of these statements, the reality is 
very 
of Korea. Indeed, under a regime of totalitarian dictatorship and theocracy, 
the North Korean population experiences severe restrictions on the freedoms 
of thought, opinion, expression, peaceful assembly and association and equal 
access to information. This was noted by the Special Rapporteur 31 , the 
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General Assembly32  and the Commission on Human rights in all their reports 
and resolutions.33  
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the National Security Agency. -  Yun-hee Moon 

 

The population is constantly under surveillance. They are monitored 

Party of Korea and other networks. Authorities also encourage citizens to 
inform on one another if they express different views about politics even in 
private situations, resulting in the establishment of a society of complete 
control by the State and the Party. Sessions of self-criticism also exist as a 
means to enhance the fear of reprisal and coerce the population into 
supporting the regime. As a result, contrary to all the statements made by 
North Korean authorities in their UPR report, political life is limited to 
allegiance to the party and political discussion is prohibited.  

Critical words and what is considered as reactionary behavior about 
the Party, Kim Il-sung, Kim Jung-il or Kim Jung-un attract punishment 
inevitably. Chae-rin Joo said that her father was seized by the State Security 
Agency for cursing about Kim Jung-il even though he was considered 
important in t  

My dad was at the Central Party and we lived very well. My dad 
knows a lot about North Korea because he was in politics, so whenever he 
drank he kept cursing Kim Jung-il. [He said] , That bastard has to die. That 
bastard has to die in order for this country to live comfortably.  
cursing and probably somebody heard it. Since our family is well-
somebody in the neighborhood was jealous and reported it. My father 
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ever came 

away.  

 

Alcohol is often used by the authorities in order to extract information 
from potential opponents. Therefore, North Korean people even have to hold 
their tongues in public but also in private conversations as confirmed by Yun-
hee Moon. 

Even when you are drinking with your friends you can only say jokes 
and stuff. The method they use is to make you drunk and lead you to spill out. 
Those who are dissatisfied with the society say things like The rationing is 
so poor, so how am I supposed to live here with this much?  Then you are 

 pattern.   

 

Talking about foreign countries, especially South Korea or the United 
States of America is a punishable offence. Watching foreign TV broadcasts 
can be punished by death. According to Sae-won Kim his friend was 
executed for this offence:  

 There was this very smart comrade back in North Korea. He was a 
driver, and he was of South Korean origin. His mother used to be a cashier 
in South Korea. He listened to South Korean broadcast at night. Since he was 
a driver he met a lot of people and knew a lot of news. He would say things 
like So and so became the president in South Korea . And then he was put 
under surveillance. In the end he was arrested by the National State Agency 
one night in 2008. He was accused of being a reactionary and was executed 
in the   

 

Gwang-hyuk Kim even testified that calling South Korea Hanguk  
(the official name chosen by the Republic of Korea) is an offence that is also 
currently punishable by death. 
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 We have to call South Chose Hanguk. 
But there are some people calling it Hanguk. Those who call it Hanguk 
silently disappear.  When we say Hanguk, it means we are 
acknowledging that capitalist country. But in the past, when somebody called 
[South Korea]  Hanguk, they received 5, 6, or 10 years of re-education.  

 

Democratic rights are not guaranteed in North Korea. The North 
Korean State is supposedly organised under the Leninist system of 
Democratic C 34 . This system, specific to the Marxist-Leninist 

terminology, assumes relative democratic debates inside the organs but, once 
the decision has been made, everyone is supposed to support it. Thus, in 
North Korea elections are held and citizens are supposed to vote for their 

The organ of supreme sovereignty in the DPRK, 35 of which the Chairman 
of the DPRK National Defense Commission (the Supreme Leader of the 
country) and the Cabinet are supposed to be accountable. North Korean 

, the districts 
and the counties.  

 However, votes are manipulated by the North Korean authorities. 
First, candidates are pre-selected according to their loyalty to the regime. 

actually allowed to 
become candidates. Other parties only exist on paper to maintain the illusion 
that North Korea is a democratic country. Citizens who vote do not have a 
choice, everything was already decided for them as Hwang, Seong-il from 
North Hamgyong Province testified. 

ction Day is like a holiday. The atmosphere is like that anyway. 
You have to look your absolute best. At the voting booths you just need to put 

 

 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
LM!R07<D;2! Q! /=! 7U2! V/07U! Z/0253! ./387<7?7</3_!

!
LQ!R07<D;2!WO!/=!7U2!V/07U!Z/0253!./387<7?7</3,!



PL!
!

People cannot vote for whomever they want and as result, elections 
look more like a plebiscite than real democratic events in North Korea.  

 100% agreement. Nowadays they hold 
e election.  -

Yun-hee Moon 

 

In order to appear as a democratic country, the North Korean 
authorities insist that citizen vote even though they do not have any choice in 
reality as Sae-won Kim confirmed in his testimony.  

n. You should never miss an 
election in North Korea. Even if I am abroad, I should return anytime when 

 
an obligation and you must vote.   

that is an actual election.   

 

 Also, contrary to what North Korean authorities stated in their reports, 
freedom of association is not ensured in North Korea and forming a gathering 
or an organization is prohibited and results in punishment. Yun-hee Moon 

Y  [ form a gathering] . If the two of us are here alone, 
then I keep an eye on you and you on me.   

When asked about the freedom of association and forming a gathering 
in North Korea, Sae-won Kim answered:  

and if it is just talking things over with 
your friends, then perhaps yeah, but if you are trying to form an organization, 
then never, it is impossible. There is this guy I know in Musan. His brother in 
law, along with his friends, had called each other Director of finances, Head 
of military force, and such. They were all sent to long-term prison labour 
facility because of that It was after middle school graduation, so [ they 
were]  around 17 [years old] . For what I heard, there were around 20 of 
them.   
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 - Sae-won Kim (when asked if it 
was possible to freely access foreign culture like movies and songs in North 
Korea). 

 

Media and press in North Korea are state-controlled. Only the official 
media is available and allowed to the people, be it radio, newspaper, 
magazine, journals, DVD, VCR, television or internet, whatever the content. 
In their UPR report, authorities pretend that There are 480 kinds of 

 and Hundreds of kinds of magazines.  It might be true but 
what is important is definitely not the number but the content. In North Korea, 
the press merely relays State propaganda and the achievements of the 

ies. News and information cannot circulate freely in North 
Korea because of a very sophisticated censorship system which controls all 
forms of cultural and artistic production. All movies and songs must be in 
line with the official ideology otherwise they are censored and banned from 
the North Korean media. 

For instance, there is only one channel in North Korea which 
broadcasts programmes allowed by the regime  this is mainly propaganda, 
distorted news but also dramas and movies that celebrate the glory of the Kim 
family. Finally, internet is severely controlled in the country. Only a few 
websites are using the international domain code allowed in North Korea 
(.kp) and are only accessible inside North Korea by a few privileged citizens. 
In 2000, to ensure their complete control over the media and prevent internet 
to appear in the country, North Korean authorities developed an independent 
network disconnected from the wor Kwangmyong.  

In this context of totalitarian control, foreign news and entertainment 
VCRs and DVDs purchased through China are gaining popularity. Getting 
caught with foreign media is severely punished and is even subject to the 
death penalty. Seong-hun Shin comments on the increase of interest in 
foreign programs.  

[watch any South Korean DVDs in North 
Korea] . But people watch DVDs and TV. If you adjust the channel, you can 
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have South Korean programs. But they block it, so we watch it secretly 

l to do so, but almost everybody watches. 
The DVDs are passed around from hand to hand. And those living in 
Gangwon-do watch South Korean drama almost at the same time it is aired. 
It is blocked but most of them can watch if it is not censored. We have this 
ten-inch TV and we buy car batteries to watch it. But if you are caught, you 
are sent to the Training Corps   

 

Being caught watching foreign programs is severely punished in 
North Korea. People have to hide from the police when they want to listen to 
the radio or watch South Korean TV programmes. Most of the time, watching 
South Korean, Japanese, American or Chinese movies and listening to South 
Korean radio is punishable by several months of forced labour, but those who 
smuggle such media into the country are often publicly executed or exiled. Il-
sun Go testified she had to hide any CDs or DVDs after watching them. Her 
uncle was finally sentenced because they were watching an American movie 
in North Hamgyong Province. 

ese and South Korean movies and we used to stick 
 

the curtains drawn down. We were halfway through the movie and then 
everybody was yelling turn it down, turn it down! We should have taken out 
the CD but we did not. We just unplugged the VCR and shoved it in the closet. 
We had another VCR set and in front of that there was this CD called 

wed. We could 

have put out the other VCR, but we panicked and did not do so. [Police 
inspectors]  originally came for the painting but there were too many people 
in the house and thought it was weird. The painting on the wall, it was a 
large painting of a tiger and it was from China. They came to take away the 
painting because they said the tiger meant something like the Chinese 
crushing us North Korea. So they came for the painting but found something 

found  
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was sent for 6 months just for watching this movie. It was finally reduced to 
only one. But uncle seemed to suffer even  

 

Gil-hyeon Shim explained that If you watch Korean dramas and 
such it is immediately 2 years, or at most 3 years [ in prison]  according to the 
Misconduct in Society Law. My friend went to prison and his mom and dad 
were exiled because he watched Yain Shidae36.   

 

Wu-chul Shim also testified: had a friend who received a lot of 
DVDs from a broker in China. One day he was not at home and a man from 
the political police came to my house asking if I had seen him because they 
wanted to sei
One day my friend came back and he could not even walk. I asked him what 
happened. He said that they tied his feet up.  He was tortured. is 
face was totally flat because it was so swollen I could not see his eyes.   

 

Nam-young Park personally witnessed a public execution in 2004 in 
Chongjin, North Hamgyong Province. 

in Chongjin. One of the victims was a woman in her forties who was caught 

the victims were executed by shooting.  

 

Access to telecommunication equipments is severely restricted by the 
authorities. Indeed, mobile phones are prohibited although people use them to 
communicate with family in China or South Korea. Seong-hun Shin testified 
his aunt was detained a month just for calling South Korea and China.  
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 aunt had to make phone calls to receive money from China. So 
she used a cell phone although she knew that it was illegal. Some people in 
North Korea ask their relatives who are in South Korea to send them money. 
There needs to be an intermediary in China and in South Korea. We were the 

 [Men from the Safety 
Agency]  said that my aunt was talking with South Koreans. She said that she 
was making calls with China, but actually, she could also have made calls 
with South Korea. These men from the Safety Agency raided the house one 
day. They made all the kids go out, and in the confusion, we all came out. 
They rummaged through the entire house and everything was in complete 
chaos. They had come during our sleep and we were terrified. My aunt and 

 They sent her to a remote safety agency detention 
facility and there, she was questioned without proper sleep for a month
[This was]  in the winter of 2005. We shivered in the cold. We were kicked out 
of the house at night. We went to our neighbours without wearing proper 
clot
village and the rumour spread quickly.  

 

 Wu-chul Shim says that he was caught using the phone to call his 
mother who was in China. He was caught by a unit of the Security Agency 
that specialises in spying on communications. 

t is illegal to use cell phones in North Korea I got caught by 
the State Security Agency called 27 Gook  during a phone call. Someone 
[ from that Agency]  would put a cell phone detector in a truck in a bag and 
would go around homes. Then when a location would be detected, they would 
follow the location and  They can [also]  detect voice, so 
my voice was detected by [ the detector] . My voice was detected as I was 
talking with my mother.   
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These violations happen in spite of the constitutional guarantees of 
these rights and go against the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. Freedom of expression, freedom of assembly and association and the 
right to vote and to be elected are indeed enshrined in the articles 19, 21, 22 
and 25 of this convention. North Korean authorities are deliberately violating 
every of these provisions. 

The first paragraph of the article 19 specifies that Everyone shall 
have the right to hold opinions without interference.  In North Korea, 
citizens do not have the right to think by themselves and cannot hold any 
opinion about the regime, the leaders and the direction of politics. They will 
face harsh treatments if they criticise the regime in public or in private. The 
only opinions they can hold are the ones defined by the authorities and the 
official press organs. Similarly, the facts are distorted by the authorities to be 
in tune with the official version defined by the State. 
the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, 
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, 
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other 

 (Art. 19 §2). Media is severely controlled by the State 
and no independent newspaper, magazine or television channel can exist in 
North Korea. Information is controlled by a censorship system. Citizens do 
not have access to any foreign media and listening to foreign radios or 
watching foreign movies is considered as a criminal offense. 

The Article 21 of the ICCPR protects the right of assembly and 
specifies that No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right 
other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary 

.  The article 22 also guarantees The right to 
freedom of association with others.  However, holding a gathering in North 
Korea is considered suspicious behaviour by the authorities, even a gathering 
between 
and independent unions are allowed to exist, contrary to what the North 
Korean authorities stated in their last UPR report in 2009. 
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Finally, North Korea violates article 25 of the ICCPR which specifies 
that Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of 
the distinctions mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable restrictions: 
(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives; (b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic 
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by 
secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the 

.  Elections are held in North Korea, but they are manipulated 
by the authorities. Only pre-selected candidates can be elected and citizens 
cannot freely choose their representatives. 

 

 



O*!
!

P.+C$*.+)'+;'!%44,+#'+;':4C.A.+)/'

'

beliefs such as the right to practice religion of their own choice, to set up 
religious buildings and facilities, to freely hold religious ceremonies openly 
or privately, individually or in community with others and to give religious 
education.  - National UPR Report Submitted by North Korea, 
A/HRC/WG.6/6/PRK/1, § 45 

 

According to the article 68 of the North Korean Constitution, freedom 
of religion is guaranteed in North Korea: 
religion. This right shall be guaranteed by permitting the construction of 
religious buildings and the holding of religious ceremonies. Several religious 
organisations exist in North Korea. There are even quoted in the last UPR 
Report the DPRK submitted to the Human Rights Council in 2009 as social 
organisations that Participated in the consultation for the preparation of 
national report for UPR37 .  
Conference, the Central C 38, the 
Central Committee of 

Roman Catholic Federation. The State is officially separated from any 
religion which can operate educational programmes, build new religious 
buildings and edit religious publications freely. The North Korean 
government also participates in the rebuilding of historical temples and 
churches and the city of Pyongyang is home to four churches where 
foreigners can attend religious services while visiting the country. Finally, 
there is a religious political party know as the Chondoist Chongdu Party 
founded in 1946 which, at the time of its creation, had more members than 
the Communist Party.  
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also specifies that 
in harming the state and social order.  Historically and in accordance with 
the Marxist ideology, North Korean leaders were very suspicious about 
religion because they considered it 
order to fool Korean people and control the peninsula. Thus, contrary to all 
their statements, the North Korean government does not respect the freedom 
of religion and any religious activities are controlled severely by the State. It 
also organises a methodical and systematic repression policy over every 
religious activity in the country. 
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says that they have.  - Yun-hee Moon  

-sung is a 
religion himself. There is no need for any other religion.  - Sae-won Kim  

 

In the Juche ideology, the Dear Leader Kim Il-sung became a divine 
figure. A personality cult around him and his successors has been instituted 
and everyone in North Korea must adore them as gods. Their portraits are 
everywhere across the country and statues are erected in their honor. Citizens 
and foreigners have to bow humbly towards the sacred statues of the leaders 
in Pyongyang. In the past, this ideology was widely accepted and people even 
thought that the world was going to end after the death of Kim Il-sung in 
1994. He is still considered the eternal president and leader of the Democratic 

-
il and then, his grandson Kim Jong-un in December 2011. The basis for this 
official religion is incorporated into the 
Ideology.  All North Korean citizens must follow these principles loyally and 
exclusively. These main beliefs are written in a very ceremonial and religious 
form, and clearly prove the will to establish an official cult over any other 
religion. 
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1. Struggle with all your life to paint the entire society with the one 
colour of the Great Leader Kim Il-
considered the highest doctrine of our party to paint the entire society the 
single colour of the Great. 

2. Respect and revere highly and with loyalty the Great Leader Kim 
Il-sung. 

3. Make absolute the authority of the Great Leader Kim Il-sung. 

4. Accept the Great Leader Kim Il- ary thought as 
 

5. Observe absolutely the principle of unconditional execution in 
carrying out the instructions of the Great Leader Kim Il-sung. 

6. Rally the unity of ideological intellect and revolutionary solidarity 
around the Great Leader Kim Il-sung. 

7. Learn from the Great Leader Kim Il-sung and master communist 
 

8. Preserve dearly the political life the Great Leader Kim Il-sung has 

trust and consideration with high political awareness and skill. 

9. Establish strong organizational discipline so that the entire Party, 
the entire people, and the entire military operate uniformly under the sole 
leadership of the Great Leader Kim Il-sung. 

10. The Great revolutionary accomplishments pioneered by the Great 
Leader Kim Il-sung must be succeeded and perfected by hereditary 
successions until the end. 

 

Since other religions do not recognize the leaders of North Korea as 
gods but just as political leaders, these religions are perceived as threats by 
the North Korean regime. As a result, every religious activity is prohibited by 
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the authorities and severely punished as Yun-hee Moon testified: 
-sung was the 

living God. There is no other God.  if you believe in God 
and The Bible.  She was caught by the Safety Agency because she was 
engaged in religious activities.  

Even for practicing 
Buddhism or Shamanism, they arrest everybody. You cannot have any 

 [a 
religion] .  

 

Those arrested by the authorities for involvement in religious 
activities are considered political prisoners and sent to detention facilities for 
interrogation by the National Security Agency, and subsequently moved to 
forced labour facilities. Introducing religious material, especially Bibles sent 
from missionaries in China is also considered a major offense, and the death 
penalty is handed out instantly in most cases. Yun-hee Moon was detained in 
a detention facility in Chongjin by the North Korean Security Agency in 
August 2007 after being caught engaging in Christian activities in a secret 
church. There she met other inmates also confined for the same reason. 
According to her, these people did not truly believe in Christianity. They 
were promised a bowl of corn by the pastors if they came to church. When 
the North Korean Security Agency found out, they arrested everyone 
involved.  

people were there because they were accused of believing in Christianity. 
They were told that if they came to weed the fields on Sunday, they would 

get a bowl of corn. They earned that corn but it turned out that it was from 
the church. They were caught and were sentenced to 15 years in the long-
term forced labour camp.  

everyone else dispersed in other 
cells. They all bitterly regretted their actions  what they 
were doing. The church was disguised as some kind of art school. And I think 
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they read these peo
assume they are all dead by now  

It really is a serious problem to believe in God in North Korea. You 

in God and those who are caught going to South Korea are all sent to the 
Security Agency. There were a lot of those people.  

 

The South Korean media and religious organizations have tried to 
investigate the existence of a network of secret churches inside North Korea. 
The existe
several sources PSCORE spoke with. According to them, the North Korean 
authorities are so well organised that any secret church can be easily detected 
and those involved swiftly arrested. For Sae-won Kim, the existence of 
another religion other than the cult of the Leader is clearly impossible. He 
points out that the existence of churches in North Korea is simply a ploy 
created by the government in order to catch potential traitors to the state. 

South Koreans say that there are underground churches in North Korea but 

played by the government to rip you off. On South Korean TV, they say that 

en more 
severely than spies.  

Similarly, Yu-hee Moon considered in her testimony that le say 

life for that.  you 
believe God in North Korea.   

When they were asked if they heard of someone receiving Bibles 
while going back and forth from China, Sae-won Kim and Yu-hee Moon 
were very clear: 
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Yalu or the Tumen River. If you are caught smuggling in a bible you are dead. 
Nobody would dare.  

 [South Korean] TV people crossing the Tumen River 
with bibles, but they dump them usually. The missionaries are only trying to 
make money by filming such scenes. Interviewing defectors one by one is 
better. What they show you on TV are all lies. I can only say so.  

 

 However, some religious buildings exist in North Korea, for instance 
Buddhist temples or Churches in Pyongyang. Likewise, religious 
organisations exist but the cult is severely monitored by the North Korean 
authorities.  They are all state controlled organizations used as showcases by 
the North Korean government to pretend it guarantees the freedom of thought 
and religion. Sae-won Kim testified: 

ea, there are some Catholic Churches here and there. 
When they are reporting internationally, they say something like so and so 
from the Catholic Committee. But they are just words
anything.    

 

Thus, freedom of religion is not ensured in North Korea. And even 
worse, people who get involved in any religious activities are hunted down 
and sent to labour camps, if they are not killed right away by the authorities, 
because of proselytizing activities. Churches and religious organizations exist 
on paper, but are not freely practiced or exist in any other way. They are just 
a tactic the North Korean government uses to appear more respectable in the 
eyes of the international community. 

om, but 

right away.  -  Ok Kim  

'
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guaranteeing the very existence of human beings and effectively ensures that 
the right to life and existence is protected.  - National UPR Report submitted 
by North Korea, § 33.  

Although the General Assembly and the HRC have pointed out that 
the death penalty is Systematic, grave and widespread form 

ea,  
the DPRK have said in their UPR of 2009 that no person is Arbitrarily 
deprived of life, according to the Constitution and the Criminal Law unless 
he/she commits a very serious crime.  The death penalty is imposed in North 
Korea and is defined in the Criminal Code.  

The General Assembly and the Human Rights Council have 
continually expressed concern for the use of Public executions and the 
application of the death penalty for political and religious reasons.  While 
the DPRK has been increasing the number of secret executions, the practice 
of public executions is also continuing to occur. Such practices are used to 
intimidate the public and to deter them from violating the law. The death 
penalty is used as a tool of fear , which reinforces the power of the DPRK. 
The death penalty is handed out indiscriminately for various offences 
including attempting to flee the state, owning any form of South Korean 
media, or smuggling.  
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The death penalty, according to the DPRK criminal code of 2009, 
defines it as Depriving the offender of his physical life.  Although the North 
Korean authorities said the death penalty is imposed only for five categories 
of extremely serious offences (compared to 33 in the former Criminal Code), 
the articles are extremely vague, and four of which are for political reasons. 
Moreover, an addendum to the Criminal Code proclaimed in 2007 added 
sixteen vague articles related to death penalty, so the number of crimes 
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punishable by death now stands at 22. The addition of these articles has 
introduced vague concepts such as Especially serious cases,  the definition 
of which has been left open to interpretation. Finally, there is an additional 
article known as Article 23 which authorizes the death penalty for individuals 
that have No possibility of rehabilitation.  

 

According to the North Korean Law, the death penalty is imposed in 
circumstances as follows; to those who conspire to overturn the State (Art. 
59), to those who attempt or commit an act of terrorism (Art. 60), to those 
who commit acts of sabotage with anti-state purposes (Treason against the 
Fatherland, Article 62), to a er the control of 

struggle for the reunification of the country or betrays the nation by selling 
 (treason against the people, Article 52), 

and to those who intentionally murder others out of greed, jealousy, or other 
pernicious motives (Art. 278). The addendum added crimes such as 

Smuggling and dealing narcotics, seizing State property, currency 
 or Illicitly selling State resources  according to the Special 

Rapporteur in his last report in March 2013.  

Exceptions to the death penalty include those who were Under the 
age of 18 years old at the time of the offense, nor may it be applied to 
pregnant women.  (Art. 29) Despite the exceptions , there have been 
eyewitness accounts about minors and pregnant women being executed by 
the state 

Finally, the Special Rapporteur has reported to the UN about the use 
of secret executions in political detention camps, and the continuing use of 
public executions to intimidate the public, despite various law reforms in 
2004 and 2005. 
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The practice of public executions still occurs in North Korea and 
especially in remote areas in Northern provinces. Most of the defectors 
PSCORE interviewed, including children, testified that they themselves had 
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witnessed public executions. This practice is used by the authorities as a tool 
r in these areas and to caution people against 

trading in black market products from South Korea, religious activities, 
smuggling, or defecting. The following is a common depiction of a public 
execution, as described by Tae-hee Park:  

from was about 100 meters, so I was able to 
see it very clearly. One woman, her brain popped out. I guess they were not 
able to shoot accurately. They tie people to the tree pole. They cover the eyes, 

n when they 
shoot the head, the head falls, the chest then the chest falls, and later when 
they shoot the legs the rope loosens and the person goes right into the 

her brain popped 
 

 

Before execution, victims are often judged in public and then beaten 
until they lose consciousness. North Korean authorities do not allow the 

It has become policy for officers to gag and silence 
those who are due to be executed. Seong-hun Shin explained that this was to 
prevent tarnishing the image of the police. They prevent anyone from openly 
displaying allegiance to their leader just before execution. 

this incident once. An old woman was up for execution, but before the 
execution s -s

 

 

In this testimony, Geum-ho Lee from North Hamgyong Province also 
explained that: 

right
want before they die. So nowadays, before your execution, you get beaten 
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when they lead you away to the place  

 

Sae-won Kim also witnessed a public execution where the person 
sentenced to death was prevented from talking by breaking his teeth. 

 

riangle bar at the mouth and kick. Then the teeth 
break and fall in. The man cannot speak anymore and then they would tie 

shots each. The feet and the head, it dropped and burst.  

 

During the executions, everyone in the surrounding areas are often 
forced to watch, including children. Yun-hee Moon explained that 

ple 
watch the execution instead.  

The regime of terror imposed by the government is evident on those 
who grew up in North Korea. Many children have witnessed or have assisted 
in executions from a very early age; these deeply traumatic experiences leave 
lasting impressions which have an impact on their adult lives. Hwa-young 
Choi recalled seeing the execution of a man at age 15 in her village in Kim 
Hyongjik county in Yaggang province. She describes 
children watching their father being executed:   I must 
never do anything bad.  Choi defected in 2006. 

Choi was not the only one who witnessed the execution. The entire 
family of the sentenced man was present, including young children.  

The public execution I have seen was near my neighborhood. I was 
fifteen, 
was fifteen but I stared fixedly at the execution. His wife was there and 
his kids as well, a little boy and his older sister. The wife was already nearly 
fainting in her seat even before the execution. They had the family sit directly 
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in the middle, so that they could see. he kids were too young, they just 
sat there crying. Someone asked the kid whether the man being persecuted 

properly since the man was covered   

 

Han-seok Kim was also a child when he witnessed his first public 
execution. 

and was full with people. A bus came and three soldiers got off. They were 
armed with long guns and when the flag was lowered, they shot. I saw up to 

 

One man with his eyes covered. I saw him coming up and firing. I 
g moved. His eyes were covered and his legs tied. First at 

the forehead, then here, and then at the leg. I heard three shots in a row. I 

randma a
bastards.  

 

Il-Sun Go said that he was forced to assist in an execution near his school.  

They fired three shots each, nine shots in total. I was up in the front. 
I was young and was with my mom. I went because my class made me come. 
It was scary. I was surprised. You are deafened by the first gunfire. And the 
men collapsed. They would be packed in straw bags. There was a reservoir a 
few hours away. They said that the men in the straw bags would be dumped 

  

 

In North Korea, public execution, are often implemented for crimes 
like smuggling medicine, attempting to leave North Korea, or even for 
owning South Korean media. Indeed, the addendum of 2007 and the very 
vague definition of the Criminal Law when regarding death penalty 
criminalised all of these. 
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For instance, individuals who seek to leave North Korea for the sake 
of preserving their own life, are found to be betrayers of the state, and are 

flee are charged with fleeing the country, and most often face crimes against 
the State (Art. 233). These crimes can be punished by death in North Korea.  

 

Ji-young Kim, Na-ri Kim from North Hamgyong province and 
Young-sun Yoon from Yanggang Province personally witnessed a public 

 

There was a public execution in February 2010 near the Musan 
marketplace in Musan, North Hamgyong. Two of the victims were men, 

 

 
Hamgyong. There were four victims. One of the victims was a woman (age 
40) who was charged with human trafficking, sending around 20 North 
Koreans to China. At the time the woman was starving to death.    

There was a public execution in April 2008 in an airfield in Hyesan, 
Yanggang-do. There were four victims, three men (all college students age 
28-30) and a woman in her mid-thirties. The four victims were charged with 
human trafficking and were all shot. At the time, most people who witness the 
execution thought it was a shame that the victims had to die when they had 
committed the crime to survive.   

 

Before the addendums, the crime of smuggling and illegal trafficking 
of drugs stated that the offense, if found "particularly grave" would result in 
life time reform. However, in the addendum, Article 11 now states "In cases 
where the smuggling or illegal trafficking of drugs is extremely grave, the 
punishment shall be the death penalty and confiscation of property." Due to 
this, individuals who commit this offense are now susceptible to the death 
penalty. Tae-hee Park s caught for 
smuggling medicine:  
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So there was her mother and another woman. The two people were 
on public execution. When I saw that mother in our village, she was already 
half-dead. Both eyes were already covered...her mouth was full of 

 

What was really sad was that if her house was really well off, then 
people may have [ just]  cursed [at them] , but she died wrongfully for a 
million tablets of medicine.  

 

 There was a public execution near Bongheung School at Hyesan, 
Yanggang-do. There were four victims, two who were executed and two who 
were imprisoned for life. One of the death-row convicts, Jeong-duk Han, age 
19, was accused of helping defectors. The other death-row convict was 

 - Woo-seok Lee  

 

While this ongoing situation is now well-known thanks to the 
investigation of the Special Rapporteur and the testimonies defectors 
pro  have never acknowledged the existence of 
public executions on their territory. They even passed over in silence this 
issue in the last UPR report. 
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With the Right to Life comes the responsibility to refrain from 
arbitrarily imposing the death penalty. The DPRK have laws which penalize 
those who mistreat individuals, as well as medical workers who refuse to 
treat patients, but the legal procedure of the DPRK is a  and is 
often manipulated to 
who have been suspected of crimes. Arbitrary deprivations of life especially 
occur in North Korean detention facilities where the inmates have no rights 
and guards can decide if they live or die in a blink of an eye. 

 Usually, guards starve prisoners to death in order to obtain 
confessions and to control their behaviour inside the camp. The terrible 
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combination of mistreatment and starvation leads to the death of most 
prisoners. Yun-  in a National Security Agency in 
2007 because he was tortured and starved to death. 

survived living only on cornhusk
am a woman. The men died in 6 months. Around 30 people would die out in 
one night. They cannot endure. They are beaten too harshly and tortured too 

 

 

Officers are sometimes just purely sadistic as Hee-jin Park witnessed 
in forced labour camp. When people just collapsed, officer just threw them 
away in a hole like garbage while they were still alive. 

 
up ground. People faint because they really cannot eat and are sick, so those 

 

 

Relatives of the inmates cannot receive any news from the guards and 
sometimes do not know if they are still alive. Rin-joo Chae
killed in 2012 in a detention facility: 

bought our mom a house. The friend who went with him reported my brother 
[ to the police]  because my brother took more money than him. He was 
imprisoned for 8 years. After 8 years, he supposed to come out, but it was 

unable to get him out. Mo
killed. In North Korea it is treason. He sold copper to China by completely 
betraying the country. Sometimes they are executed for it. He was killed 
around September 2012.   
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Women are also victims in such places. However guards are not only 
mistreating women in detention facility and provoking miscarriages and 
forced abortions; they were also cases of infanticide in political prison camps 
and National Security Agency detention facilities. Mi-hyang Sohn who was 
detained in a National Security Agency detention facility in 2009 told of the 

such places:  

the bathroom. Sometimes, you hear a cry coming from one of the toilets. 

package in the toilet you still see something moving.  

When she was asked if the guards did something about this situation 
afterwards, she answered: 

way so 
they just leave it here.  

 

Yun-hee Moon also witnessed a case of infanticide when she was 
detained. 

due date was near and she gave birth to a child in the hospital. But [ the 
guards]  put the baby face down and covered it with a cloth, saying that it was 

 

'
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protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.  - Article 6, 
§ 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

As it does not have the power to prohibit death penalty, International 
Law only encourages countries to abolish capital punishment. However, in 
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countries which have not abolished it yet, including North Korea, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in its article 6, provides 
a framework to avoid arbitrary deprivation of life and limit death penalty 
only to T  as described in the second paragraph of 
this article. The first paragraph specifies that the right to life is an I  
right ensured to everyone and, by consequence; no one can be arbitrarily 
deprived of his life. Obviously, regarding the situation in North Korean 
detention facilities, the guards have complete control over the right to live or 
die. People are starving or beaten to death by the officers to obtain 
confessions or just as a punishment for not following orders correctly. 
Newborns are also killed right away by guards. There is no sense of any right 
to life in such places. 

The second paragraph of this article frames the use of the death 
penalty which has to be I T
accordance with the law.  Officially, North Korea imposed capital 
punishment only for V  according to the UPR report the 
North Korean authorities published in 2009. However, these crimes are 
mostly political and includes treason against the State or the People, 
conspiracy, but also smuggling, stealing state property or helping someone to 

iminal Code make 
the imposition of the capital punishment in the country possible for any 
crimes or offense if the judge considers there is no No possibility of 

 

The fourth paragraph of this article gives the right to anyone 
sentenced to death to seek pardon or to obtain a commutation of the sentence. 
It specifies also that Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence of 

. In North Korea, most people sentenced to 
death are executed right after their trial without any chance to make an appeal 
or seek any pardon or amnesty. Just before their executions, they cannot even 
speak as they are gagged or beaten senseless. Finally, the last paragraph 
states that Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by 
persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on pregnant 

. In the DPRK some cases of executions involve children, young 
adults or pregnant women without any respect for this last mention.  
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Amongst the serious human rights violations the Special Rapporteur 
identified in his last report was Restrictions on freedom of movement and 
abusive treatment of citizens forcibly returned 39 .  This issue is well-
documented thanks to the testimonies of  fact, it 
is now well known that people in North Korea are not allowed to freely leave 
their country and are exposed to terrible consequences if they are repatriated 
from China after trying to defect. If caught attempting to defect they are 
automatically sent to detention facilities where they are treated with disdain 
by the authorities.  

This issue was highlighted by the Human Rights Council during its 
22nd session in March 2013 where it deplored the Grave widespread and 
sy
Korea, in particular the use of torture and labour camps, against political 

Korea . 40The General Assembly expressed its very serious concern at 
The situation of refugees and asylum-seekers expelled or returned to the 

abroad, leading to punishments of internment, torture, cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or the death penalty . 41 

Finally, there are also stringent restrictions imposed to North Korean 
citizens whilst travelling inside their own country. Indeed, a resident
is fixed by the State and can be arbitrarily changed by the authorities who 
willingly exile those they consider not loyal to the regime to remote areas. 
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  .  - Article 75 of 
the DPRK constitution. 

 

This article constitutes the only mention of the freedom of movement 
in the North Korean constitution even though it is extremely vague and 
obscure. Indeed, among the 26 articles that compose the Chapter V of the 
constitution about Basic Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens, it is the 

giving the right to leave the country permanently. The authorities did not 
even mention anything about this issue in their UPR report 2009. On the 
contrary, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, in their 
report for the Working Group in charge of examining the human rights 
situation in the DPRK, expressed deep concerns about the freedom of 
movement and the rights of the migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers. It 
asserted that The right to freedom of movement, including the right to leave 

 and asked the North Korean 
government to Eliminate the requirement of administrative permission and 
an exit visa as a general rule. 42 

 In reality, the North Korean system officially recognizes the existence 
of restrictions on freedom of movement. More specifically, the North Korean 
Criminal Code includes several articles that criminalise defecting. Indeed, the 
article 62 considers defecting as a T  which 
could be sentenced by Labour for more than five years.  The following 
article Assisting Illegal Crossing 

Leaving Designated Area of Navigation and 

crossing the border in order to defect by forced-labour. 

 In North Korea, major restrictions on the freedom of movement exist 
for citizens. This includes not being freely allowed to leave their own country, 
which can be considered Giant prison-camp . They also cannot freely 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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choose their place of residence and can be forced by the authorities to 
relocate. 
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 North Korean people have several compelling reasons to leave their 
country. During the Great Famine, there was a constant flow of people 
looking for a better standard of living who moved to China. Nowadays, 
although this flow had slowed over the past decade, North Korean people 
continue to leave their country. North Koreans are now more aware of what 
the outside world can offer them and are willing to take risks to cross the 
border of a country where injustice and oppression are a part of everyday life. 
According to the Ministry of Reunification, the number of defectors who 
arrive annually in South Korea has just seen an increase for the first time 
since 2009. Nowadays, more than 25,000 North Korean defectors are living 
in the South, including more than 3,000 students.  

There are some people who are authorised to leave North Korea. 
These people are mainly the who are working in embassies 
and offices, but also businessmen and loggers in Russia that have been sent 
there under the promise of a good salary. However, this is a very small 
minority. The vast majority of the population simply cannot cross the border 
to China or Russia without being considered as a traitor to the Fatherland. In 
a sense, North Korea can be considered as a single and giant prison-camp 
where escaping is almost impossible and always extremely dangerous. Those 
who have tried to defect are shot immediately if they are caught in the act, or 
detained in facilities where they experience torture, beatings and starvation. 
In a globalised world, this situation is incredibly unique. No other country in 
the world keeps their citizens hostage as North Korea has for the past 60 
years. 

Most North Koreans who get arrested in China and repatriated to 
North Korea are actually smuggling goods and food between the two 
countries. The collapse of the North Korean economy and the Chinese 

black market between the two countries. This first started during the Great 
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Famine when the North Korean community in China started to grow. Then, 
most of the people who went back and forth between North Korea and China 
did so to visit relatives. When they visit their families, they smuggle basic 
and essential goods to improve their standard of living inside the DPRK. 
North Korean authorities try to regulate these exchanges, and, as a result, 
smuggling is considered a major offense by the North Korean regime. It 
considers smugglers as threats to the national security because they also 
illegally introduce religious or political materials into the country including 
Bibles, books and South Korean cultural products.  

Once they are discovered, smugglers and citizens who go back and 
forth to China are deprived of their freedom and arbitrarily put in detention 
facilities without any fair trial. If they helped other citizens to defect, they are 

, and are often publicly executed. Hee-jin Park, 
in her testimony, told of the arrest of a whole family known for going back 
and forth to China because they had relatives there: 

Their hands were tied, and the children were also tied-up with the 
family. Was it three people? A dad, a boy and a girl. They looked around ten 
years old. They knocked on our door. They told everybody to come out. We 
came outside and people were standing along the road. They were dragging 
this family, told us they were reactionaries, so that we would throw stones at 
them. People believed that this family were 
they were hit by stones. Stones showered them, and they spilt blood. I was 

The family was dragged around from town to town, being called 
reactionaries. People followed and threw stones at them I saw the scene 
myself. Stoning and the heads would crack.   

 

As a result, the police, the National Security Agency and the border 
guards heavily control the border with China night and day in order to 

pay bribes to them, smugglers and defectors can cross the border and arrive 
in China where they have to hide from the Chinese border guards who 
consider them Illegal economic migrants
purchased by the guards who do not hesitate to shoot them before crossing 
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the Yalu or the Tumen River. When Hwang-hyuk Kim first tried to cross the 
river, he and several other North Koreans were caught by the police. He 
finally arrived in South Korea in 2012. 

still, not able to say anything, and the soldiers came towards us. I was going 
to die either way, so I chose to run. The embankment was about five meters 

Three bull
I heard the soldiers approaching and taking control, I heard somebody get 

 

 

Because they could not survive on their own in North Hamgyong 
Province, Seong-
worked in order to help their family. His mother got caught once by the 
Chinese border guards when she tried to come back to North Korea and by 
chance The restaurant she worked at in China paid off the guards and she 
narrowly escaped.  She never tried to return to her country after this and 
went to South Korea instead. Her son arrived afterwards in 2009. His father 
went back and forth between North Korea and China depending on the 
business situation, until he was finally caught by North Korean guards when 
he was crossing the river attempting to return from China. 

China. They caught him when he returned. So he went straight to jail. First 
he was sent to the regular police detention facility and then to the political 
police detention facility. And after the preliminary hearing he was sent to a 
forced-labour camp.  

 

Soldiers and security guards are not the only danger defectors have to 
face during their perilous journey. have complete control over the 

s of defectors even after they have arrived in China. North 
Korean defectors, especially women are often the victims of a heinous human 



+'!
!

traffic. Families are separated, even parents and children, women are sold to 
Chinese men to serve as spouses, or, when defectors still have family in 
North Korea, they are detained by brokers in order to extort them for more 
money. When Han-seok Kim 

 

crossed, I should place my wet shoes by the road and that a car would stop 
by. So I did as was told. A car stopped by. It was the broker mum had sent. 
But after changing clothes they sent me to Chinese public security. They told 
mum that I was caught. It was to squeeze more money out of her. They have 
cheated us. The boy is caught. Send more money and we will release him. But 
they turned out to be fake. They were just wearing military uniform and were 

 

 

Those who are repatriated or caught at the border trying to escape are 
exposed to legal consequences. But obviously, the situation is even worse 
than described in the law, which punishes defecting with labour work. Indeed, 
those who go to China to smuggle or defect are considered as political 
prisoners. Hwang-hyuk Kim testified to this after he was captured by the 
authorities: ve I committed? I only wanted to go to Korea. 

  Hee-jin Park also testified as to what happened to her 
aunt after she tried to defect:  

China once, but was not caught. But the 
second time, she got caught. She was crossing over Tumen River when they 

ing in 

She found my aunt and she was almost dying.  

 

North Korean defectors interviewed by PSCORE testified that when 
they were repatriated, they were incarcerated in prison camps or detained in 
the National Security 
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face torture, malnutrition and other inhuman treatment. Eventually, after their 
-education,

authorities and, as a result, are closely monitored by the police and are 
discriminated against in daily life. Less commonly, the North Korean 
authorities also deny North Korean citizens the opportunity to re-enter their 
own country after they have visited China. In her testimony, Cha-young Kim 
declared that Hoeryong police and border guards ask people to smuggle 
goods and even drugs to earn more money in exchange for helping them 

them to smuggle drugs to China in 2009: 

and imprisoned in Changchun. China asked North Korean police to help 

nothing. The vic  

 

Without any legal protection from the North Korean government, 
these people are imprisoned in Changchun, the capital of the Jilin province in 
China, for years without any chance of return and without being able to speak 
with their families about their condition. However, the North Korean 
constitution specifies in article 62 that 

. Kim, Cha Young 
concludes: ere are many victims in Changchun prison who were 
imprisoned for similar reasons. Some have been imprisoned for over ten 
years and some are executed by injections.  

 However, restrictions on freedom of movement are not limited to 
those who want to leave the country permanently. Restrictions inside the 
country also exist and constitute another serious human rights violation in 
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ouses from the State free of 
charge and have the rights to the protection of their right to use and to the 
inviolability of their home, according to the Constitution and other relevant 
laws.  -  lic 
of Korea in 2009, Section IV§57 

 

 The North Korean government is supposed to provide accommodation 
to every citizen and guarantee the right to a private life. Article 79 of the 
North Korean Constitution even specifies than  
inviolability of the person and the home 
of these houses constitutes a Human Rights violation as it is based on 

to the regime. The purpose of such a system is not to ensure the 
right to an adequate standard of living to everyone in the country, it is only to 
control the population by permanently allocating houses depending on loyalty 

is provided with a house in Pyongyang or its 
surroundings where they can enjoy a relatively good standard of living. On 

the North.  

It is not a coincidence that most of the Human Rights violations 
reported by PSCORE took place in the northern regions of North and South 
Hamgyong, North Phyongan and Ryanggang. For instance, in 2013, 
PSCORE interviewed 28 North Korean defectors who arrived in South Korea 
between 2005 and 2012. Among them, 20 of them came from the North 
Hamgyong province, 3 from the South Hamgyong province, 2 from the North 
Phyongan Provnce and 3 from Ryanggan Province. 

 Changes of residence are not allowed without government 
authorisation, although the state can arbitrarily change this. It usually takes 
the form of a punishment for a criminal or a political offender and can be 
considered as a normal punishment, especially for those who are considered 
to be members of the . This is done in order to maintain their 
loyalty to the regime. Gun-tae Park who lived in a small village in the 
province of North Hamgyong testified of these arbitrary changes. 
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mistake, then your whole family is exiled into the countryside. I know a 
family in our village that lived in Pyongyang. The husband was a military 
officer and the wife was a statistician in a pharmacy. They had five children, 

was very fragile, so the mother embezzled some medicine for her son. When 
she was caught, she was sent to prison for 10 years and the family was exiled 
to our village.   

 

 It also happened to his grandfather who was exiled because he was 
listening to South Korean radio. 

night he would listen to the radio. This was discovered and the family was 
exiled to a village near Hwengr  suddenly spiralled 
downward, he started saying bad things about North Korea after he drank. 
After about 6 months he went missing without a trace. They took all his 
pictures, everything, so that there were no trace of him.  

 

 Hee-jin Park, also from North Hamgyong province, told the story of a 
Neum

material similar to copper that is used in North Korea. 

a 
market. He stole a rice cooker, bowl, spoons and such. To start with, his 
house was taken away and he was exiled so that he would never be able to 

that big of a crime. He stole because it was difficult to live, but they exiled 
  

 

Finally, the freedom to travel inside the country is not even ensured to 
anyone in the DPRK. North Korean people are restricted in their movements 
and need a pass if they want to go somewhere or visit someone. Sae-won 
Kim confirmed this in his testimony. When it was asked if a pass was 
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necessary to travel, he answered that you are going 
.   
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 The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights mentions 
freedom of movement, which is enshrined in Article 12. North Korean 
authorities are clearly and intentionally violating the three paragraphs of this 
article. 

State shall, within that 
territory, have the right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his 

 (Art. 12 §1). In North Korea, residence is allocated only by the 
state, with preferential treatment placed upon those who have alliances to the 
regime. North Korean people do not have the right to freely choose their 
place of residence, it depends on their class and those who are considered as 

ly in the Northern Provinces, far away from 
Pyongyang, the shelter of the loyal elite. They are not allowed to move to 
other places without authorization from the government and changes of 
residence can be arbitrarily decided by the authorities. Worse, exile is 
considered a normal punishment for those who have committed a criminal or 
political offense. 

 (Art. 
12 §2). Except for a minority who work for the regime outside of the country, 
regular citizens are not allowed to freely cross the border and leave the 
country to travel or permanently relocate. Borders are heavily guarded by 
soldiers who do not hesitate to shoot them. People have to hide when they 
want to leave the country, 
Korean Criminal Code. Defectors are forced to use the services of boundary 
spanners who have complete control over the s  of 
defectors even after they arrived in China. Women are commonly separated 
from their families and are exposed to human trafficking as they are sold to 
Chinese men. The United Nations is deeply concerned about the situation of 
the North Koreans who have been repatriated from abroad or who have been 
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caught while crossing the border without permission. In resolution 66/174, 
the General Assembly stated they are exposed to Punishments of internment, 
torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or the death penalty.  
Defecting is punished by several years of forced-labour in camps where they 
are beaten, tortured and starved by the guards who can also execute anyone 
with total impunity. Once they are released, those who tried to defect are 
automatically considered as members , they 
along with their families are discriminated against in everyday life.  

China is a part of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 
which strictly prohibits deportation of a refugee To the frontiers of 
territories where his life of freedom would be threatened on account of his 
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or 

 (Art. 33 §1). However, Chinese Ministry of Public 
Security and North Korean Ministry of State Security signed a 
Agreement on Mutual Cooperation for the Maintenance of State Safety and 

 in 1998. This treaty creates restriction on the freedom of 
movement between the two countries by enforcing control at the border. The 
justification of this text can be found in the paragraph 3 of Article 12 of the 
ICCPR which specifies that The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject 
to any restrictions except those which are provided by law, are necessary to 
protect national security, public order, public health or morals or the rights 
and freedoms of others, and are consistent with the other rights recognized in 
the present covenant.  North Korean defectors are considered by the Chinese 
authorities as illegal economic migrants or A  that 
threaten national security and public order and, as a result, are sent back to 
North Korea where they face harsh treatments from the authorities.  



+O!
!

B+)-C"5.+)'

'

Contrary to all the statements and declarations made by the North 
Korean authorities in the last ten years, and based on the testimonies of those 
who suffer from the cruelty of this totalitarian regime, PSCORE can assert 
that life in North Korea is a succession of Human Rights abuses. These 
crimes are committed by individuals who can act with total impunity at the 
borders where they shoot at those who want to escape for a better life, inside 
detention facilities where they torture innocent people to obtain confessions, 
inside prison camps where they murder political prisoners and sexually 
assault women and inside forced-labour camps where they enslave and starve 
people. Systematic violence and Human Rights violations are tolerated and 
encouraged by the regime to maintain its grip on the North Korean citizens.  

As a result, the nation of North Korea has become a single prison 
are free from hunger, where the right 

to dignity is denied, where citizens can be arrested and tortured without legal 
protection, and where forced-labour is a common punishment. North Korea is 
a place where those who express criticism and different political opinions are 
sent to prison-camps, where discrimination based on the allegiances, gender 
or appearance is an official policy, where practising religion is considered a 
crime punishable by death. In North Korea, public executions are the norm 
and minor crimes such as stealing or watching South Korean DVDs is subject 
to the death penalty. No one is free to leave the country without facing 
terrible consequences, people can be forced to move to remote areas and 
citizens can suddenly disappear from one day to the next. The Inviolable 

 rights of North Korean people have been violated to the 
extent that these infringements are considered a natural and insignificant part 
of their daily lives.  

It is the duty of the international community to increase pressure on 
this infamous state and put an end to these Human Rights violations. In 
March 2014, two major events will take place: the North Korean government 
will submit its report to the UPR session group for the 19th session of the 
Human Rights Council UPR session and the Commission of Inquiry will 
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publish its conclusions to determine whether crimes against humanity have 
been committed.  In the light of all the testimonies from defectors, PSCORE 
can confirm than State-organised and countrywide human rights violations 
occur every single day north of 38th parallel. These violations constitute a 
crime against humanity.  

 

Obviously the ideal solution to solve Human Rights issues in North 
Korea would be a political change in this country that leads to the end of the 
dynastic regime which has ruled North Korea for 60 years. However, Kim 
Jong-un, the new Supreme Leader,  seems to have strengthened his grip 
over the country without any opposition from the civil society or the military. 
Sadly, changes cannot be expected from inside the country: the repression 
system is well organised and efficient enough to track down anyone 
supposedly hostile to the regime. As a result, no opposition or campaign for 
change can emerge from within this environment  especially when citizens 
are cheifly preoccupied with finding a way to survive. Changes must come 
from beyond the North Korean borders; changes must come from the 
international community.  
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First, PSCORE will encourage States who will participate in the 
Working Group during the next UPR session for North Korean human rights 
to adopt a much strong
recommendations. The UPR mechanism represents an important step in the 
implementation of human rights standards worldwide. Thus, it is important 
for every State concerned about human rights to work in this direction and 
address strong recommendations against the DPRK which has nothing but 
contempt for human rights. Moreover, in the particular case of North Korea, 
recommendations are necessary to restore the truth, gravely distorted by the 

ities in their national report. 

Secondly, PSCORE will advocate for a complete recognition by the 
Human Rights Council and the United Nations General Assembly of the 
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existence of Crimes Against Humanity committed by the totalitarian regime 
that rules North Korea against its own citizens. While this recognition would 
not force Kim Jong-un to suddenly cooperate with the United Nations in 
order to improve the human rights situation in the DPRK, this decision will 
definitely represent a symbolic victory  ensuring that no other States may 
turn a blind eye to the situation inside the country. Eventually, some States 
will stop giving their support to North Korea and others will increase the 
pressure against the DPRK, leading to a radical change inside North Korea. 

Other options seriously must also be examined against North Korean 
authorities such as engaging individual criminal responsibility in front of the 
International Court of Justice even though North Korea is not a party to the 
Rome statute. This question has been already asked by the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the DPRK in 2010 and still 
has not been fully explored by the international community. 

Finally, PSCORE is urging for more political and economic sanctions 
to be taken at the UN Security Council and General Assembly against North 
Korea. Recently, resolutions against North Korea have been taken by the UN 
Security Council. Added to previous sanctions and condemnations from other 
countries, resolutions have proven their efficiency when they are fully 
applied by the international community. However, despite the lack of 
transparency or desire 
another humanitarian disaster, negotiations with the North Korean 
government about humanitarian operations resuming inside the country must 
be resumed. If further sanctions must be taken against North Korea, the 
population should not become a victim of the sanctions. However, the North 
Korean government must allow NGOs and international donors a direct 
access to the target population in order to prevent the aid to be channelled for 
the profit of the elite and the army. 
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If more sanctions are be taken against North Korea by the Official 
Recognition of Crime Against Humanity made by Human Rights Council, 
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the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council in their 
resolutions, the international community also have to take into account States 
that give support to the DPRK. Indeed, several countries around the world - 
for ideological, strategic or other obscure reasons - are supporting the North 
Korean regime. They are now clearly identified. During the last UPR session 
countries like Cuba, Vietnam, Laos, Iran and Belarus gave very positive 
recommendations to North Korea in contrast to the 153 countries that were 
very critical of the North Korean Human Rights policy. These countries are 
only using the Human Rights Council and the UPR mechanism as a forum to 
reaffirm their contempt of human rights and their support to the dictatorial 
and totalitarian regime of North Korea. 

These countries are involved indirectly, or even directly, in the 
massive Human Rights violations that occur inside North Korea. For instance, 
countries like China still supporting North Korea for ideological and strategic 
reasons. Although China voted for the 
promised to respect them it continues to financially and economically help 

e arsenal of state repression against 
North Korean citizens. In accordance with a protocol signed by China and the 
DPRK, the control over their mutual border was reinforced and North Korean 
and Chinese border guards, police and military are fully cooperating together 
to hunt down those who try to defect. China does not recognize defectors, 
asylum-seekers or refuges. Instead, defectors are considered illegal migrants. 
China sends defectors back to North Korea where they face torture and other 
cruel treatment. Laos and Vietnam also deny the status of refugee for North 
Korean defectors and openly defy the principle of non-refoulement enshrined 
in the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. 

It is then the duty of the international community to recognize the 
direct and indirect participation of these countries in the Human Rights 
Violations that occur in North Korea. First, more severe controls and 
sanctions must be imposed o these countries in order to counteract suspicious 
financial transfers or any other form of exchanges that could reinforce the 
North Korean regime. Indeed, it is now well known that the DPRK is using 
offshore financial front companies to get foreign currency and technology to 
improve its long-range missile and nuclear program.  Both of which absorb a 
colossal amount of resources, depriving North Korean people from basic 
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needs including food, education and healthcare. Countries like Cuba are also 
suspected of trading weapons with North Korea despite the international 
embargo. Finally, more international attention must be paid  and more 
pressure applied - ship with its neighbour.  China serves as 
the chief primary bankroller to the North Korean regime.  As such, China 
must be encouraged by the international community to more closely examine 
the damage done to its reputation and standing by Beijing s close partnership 
with the Pyongyang regime. 

 

s. 
Everything is human rights violation. Frankly speaking, North Korea is more 
like a lawless state.  - Sae-won Kim 
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1. Fully comply with its obligations regarding the international human 
rights treaties from which the DPRK is party. Allow access to the 
Special Rapporteur and the Commission of Inquiry to truly evaluate 
the implementation of human rights inside the national legislation and 
their practical application. 
 

2. Take steps towards reforming the Criminal Law, with regards to the 
death penalty as a punishment so that it is in compliance with the 
international standards defined in the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights which the DPRK is still party. 
 
 

3. Put in to place protocols which promote safe environments for 
prisoners, as well as preventive measures which will ensure the 
preservation of life in prisons and labour camps. 
 

4. Strive to respect all people as persons of the law, before, during, and 
after the court process. Enhance due process within the Criminal 
Procedure of the DPRK and discourage courts from accepting forced 
confessions, which are induced by torture and coercion, as evidence. 
 
 

5. Consider ratifying and adhering to the Convention Against Torture 
(CAT). Broaden the definition of torture and mistreatment to 

 
the penalisation of law enforcement officials, who permit and 
encourage the practice of torture, coercion, and beatings, during the 
interrogation process.  
 

6. Take measures to protect women from sexual abuses and violence in 
the public sphere and make the necessary provisions to implement a 
successful system to report violations. Provide freedom of residence 
and freedom of work for people with disabilities. 
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PSCORE is a non-profit, non-religious and non-partisan NGO, 
organization founded in 2006 by several national students, foreigners and 
North Korean defectors, and registered with the Ministry of Unification based 

by the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) which 
makes it the first South Korean NGO dedicated to North Korean human 
rights to receive this special recognition by the international community. 

PSCORE has two main objectives. The first is to encourage harmony 
and understanding between South and North through education and capacity 
building, human rights awareness and debates. The second is to address 
potential barriers to reunification of the Korean peninsula and suggest 
alternatives to minimize them. PSCORE is achieving these goals through the 
creation of an education and integration program, hosting conferences and 

collecting data as 
evidence of human 
rights violations. It is 
finally also able to 
assist directly two or 
three North Korean 
defectors in reaching 
South Korea per year. 

 

 

a) 'R,"-$*.+)'$),'.)*4A%$*.+)'3%+A%$#/'

PSCORE provides education to North Korean defectors as many of 
them face difficulties adapting to South Korean society, especially in basic 
education.  
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Indeed, the level of education North Koreans receive is barely a match 
for Sout
individual and aims to assist them in completing their desired level of 
education. Emphasis is given to English ability which is a crucial 
qualification in modern South Korea for obtaining almost any job. North 
Koreans are not exposed to English in their own country while South Korean 
society places a great deal of emphasis on foreign language education. At the 

-on-one tutoring 
sessions with volunteer teachers, and since its creation this program has 
benefited more than 450 North Korean defectors. The PSCORE has also 
organized an open English class on Wednesday and other workshops such as 
English and leadership camps. 

North Korean defectors also experience difficulties in integrating into 
South Korean culture in general. It is difficult for them to do simple things 
such as getting in contact with new people and making friends. In order to 
improve the understanding between North and South, PSCORE has also 
conducts an integration program that consists of cultural activities, 
discussions and parties where both, South Korean and North Korean 
defectors can exchange their experiences offering them an opportunity to 
learn about each other.  

 

b) @"#$)'%.A2*5'$),'%4").;.-$*.+)'

PSCORE is one of the leading human rights organizations dealing 

in 2012, PSCORE has taken part in the United Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva on two occasions, highlighting the false claims of the 
North Korean government in its 2012 report for the Universal Periodic 
Review (UPR).  

One of the main goals of PSCORE is raising awareness both in South 
Korea and around the world concerning the grave human rights situation in 

Project. The map geotags locations where verified human rights violations 
took place and provides background detail on specific incidents.  The project 
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is based on interviews 
conducted since December 2011 
with North Korean defectors 
who agreed to provide 
testimonies of human rights 
abuses. Some interviewees 
spoke about their own 
experiences (mainly detention, 
forced labour, torture and sexual 
assault), some others about what 
they witnessed, in particular 
public execution. The collected 
data was precisely recorded on 
an online map using Google 
Earth software which is freely 

website.  

Along with this project, 
PSCORE published these 
testimonies into a book called 

2013 and created a documentary using the same title. Finally, PSCORE also 
hosts international conferences about human rights in North Korea, especially 
during the annual North Korea Freedom Week which takes place every year 
at the end of April. Campaigns during UN Human Rights Council sessions in 
Geneva and other important meetings are also organized as well as special 
events like charity concerts, essays and drawings about human rights 
competitions. 

 

 

 

 

www.pscore.org 
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Introduction : 

 

a) Pourquoi ce rapport? 

En avril 2014, la République Populaire Démocratique de Corée 
(RPDC), également connue sous le nom de Corée du Nord, sera assujettie à la 

est une procédure obligatoire pour les 193 Etats membres des Nations Unies 
(ONU) où les performances en matièr omme sont évaluées via 
une étude pays par pays sous la direction du 
président et des 47 Etats membres du CDH formant le groupe de travail de 

déroule sur un cycle de quatre ans et demi; le deuxième commence 
cette année et le rapport officiel de la Corée du Nord doit être soumis en 
janvier 2014 pour la 19ème session EPU  
qui aura lieu en avril de la même année

des violat omme commises par les autorités 
sur son territoire. 

 

- La d  : 

La Corée du Nord a soumis un rapport national lors du premier cycle 
-2011) en 2009. Dans ce rapport, les autorités nord-coréennes 

décrivaient le pays comme un paradis pour les travailleurs, les paysans et les 
intellectuels, et insistaient sur les « succès » des politiques menées par les 
« Grands Leaders ». La Corée du Nord y a également accentué ses efforts dans 
la protection e e rapport national pour 

 comment le gouvernement de la République Populaire 
Démocratique de Corée coopère avec la communauté internationale en 
soulignant toute « 

 »85. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
85 PC en 2009, Section IV§76 
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s les déclarations, rapports, et 
autres documents publiés par les Nations Unies et les ONG sur ce sujet, 
démontrant bien le refus total de la Corée du Nord à coopérer avec les 

attestant du fait que la grande majorité des droits humains les plus 
itoire nord-coréen. Bien 

ait 
acceptée  sceptique sur 
la présentation nord-coréenne, en particulier après que le pays ait laissé 117 
recommandations sans réponses s autres (50). 
Enfin, lors de la 13ème session du CDH en mars 2010, une nouvelle résolution 
a été adoptée faisant part de la «sérieuse inquiétude concernant les graves, 
systématiques et répandue
République Populaire de Corée »86  
par conséquent, décidé  

 

- La 22ème Session du Conseil des Droits de 
 roits de 

omme en République Populaire Démocratique de Corée (mars 2013) : 

Lors de la 22ème session régulière du CDH tenue en mars 2013, il a été 
décidé te (CE) sur les droits de 

omme en Corée du Nord était nécessaire. Cette décision a été permise par 
élection de nouveaux Etats au sein du CDH en 2013 qui exclut des alliés 

traditionnels de la Corée du Nord tels que la Chine ou Cuba. 47 nations, à 
tiative du Japon, ont voté pour la création de ce nouveau système présidé 

par trois personnalités  pour la RDPC, Marzuki 
Darusman, un éminent juge retraité, Michael Donald Kirby, et la fondatrice du 

sur les Dr  

Dans le rapport de février 2013, les violations étaient les suivantes : 
« 
prisonniers, à la torture et aux traitements inhumains, à la détention arbitraire, 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
86  
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droit à la vie, la violation de la liberté de circulation, et les disparitions 
forcées ». er 
si «  ». La CE 
présentera ses conclusions lors de la 25ème session du CDH en mars 2014, juste 
avant la session EPU où sera examiné omme en 
Corée du Nord. 

La non-coopération du gouvernement nord-coréen avec les Nations 

omme dans le pays ne fait aucun doute. Les autorités continueront 
probablement de décrire de nouveau leur pays comme un paradis dans leur 
pro autres pays comme les Etats-Unis ou la 

situation actuelle en RPDC. Lors de la session du CDH en mars 2013, 
-coréen, M. Pyong Se- cune violation 

omme dans son pays, déclarant même que « les abus des 

avec la Corée du Nord. » Il a également affirmé que : « les habitants nord-
coréens sont heureux de disposer du meilleur système du monde ». 

e la situation des droits 
omme en Corée du Nord, il est du devoir de PSCORE de fournir des 

documents dénonçant les mensonges que gouvernement nord-coréen sera 
enclin à raconter dans ses prochains rapports, comme cela a pu être observé 
dans son précédent document EPU remis en 2009. 

 

 

b) Quelles sources seront prises en compte dans ce rapport? 

Ce rapport se base principalement sur trois sources ; la première 
comprend les rapports du Rapporteur Spécial sur la situation des droits de 

et qui incluent les sessions du CDH ou les déclarations du Haut-Commissariat 

produits par le gouvernement 
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nord-coréen. Cela comprend notamment son dernier rapport national pour 
EPU (publié en 2009) et des documents nationaux officiels tels que la 

Constitution de la RPDC. Enfin, la dernière et troisième source contient les 
témoignages de transfuges Nord-Coréens récoltés par PSCORE depuis 2009. 

 

- Rapporteur Spécial du CDH pour la RDPC: 

En 2004, le CDH a décidé, dans sa 
procédure spéciale pour les omme en Corée du Nord avec la 

depui
du CDH. 

 Ces rapports ont directement 

aux ont dénoncé le refus de la RPDC 
de coopérer avec la communauté internationale, et ont appelé pour de 
nouvelles mesures pour lutter , telles 

individuelle devant un tribunal international, en particulier le Tribunal Pénal 
International87. 

Dans son rapport, PSCORE se focalisera sur ces même neuf violations 

de février 2013 ; la la torture et les 
traitement inhumain, les détentions arbitraires, les camps de prisonniers, les 
discriminations, violations du les violations du droit à la 
vie, les violations de la liberté de circulation et les disparitions forcées. 

 

- Documents officiels nord-coréens: 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
87 A/HRC/22/57, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 

 



((*!
!

« Le Grand Leader, General Kim Jung-il, a dit que les droits de 

 société »88. 

Les documents officiels nord-coréens représenteront une source 
considérable pour ce rapport dans la mesure omme sont 
officiellement cités et définis dans les documents nationaux, notamment dans 
la Constitution, le code pénal et le code de procédure pénale. 

Le chapitre V de la Constitution, loi suprême de la RPDC, est 
entièrement dédié aux « Droits et Responsabilités Fondamentales des 
Citoyens ». Y sont donc sanctuarisés le droit à la participation politique 
(Art.66), la libe

67), la liberté de religion (Art. 68), le droit au travail 
(Art.70), le droit au repos (Art.71), le 
(Art.72), le Art.73), le droit à la participation culturelle 
(Art.74), la liberté de séjour et de résidence (Art.75), 
femmes (Art.77) et le droit à la vie privée (Art.78). Cette liste couvre presque 
tous les droits civils et politiques fondamentaux, ainsi que les droits 

ils sont définis dans le Pacte 
International relatif aux Droits Civils et Politiques, le Pacte International 
relatifs aux Droits Economiques, Sociaux et Culturels, la Convention sur 

limi emmes, 
la Convention relative aux Droit nfant et la Convention sur les Droits 
des Personnes Handicapées que la Corée du Nord a ratifiés. 

Le Code de Procédure Pénale nord-coréenne évo  
directement les « omme » dans son article 5. Ils sont supposés être 
« garantis » dans la procédure criminelle, tout comme les 
principes «  » (Art.4). La Procédure 

judiciaire, ainsi que les règles relatives aux preuves et au droit à une défense 
adaptée. Par exemple, le Code de Procédure Pénale, révisé en 2004, décrit les 

ance de la Cour, du droit à la défense (Art.164), du droit 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
88 National UPR report pr
Section II §12 
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recevable aux yeux de -coréennes 
important omme, en particulier les lois 
protégeant les droits fondamentaux des groupes vulnérables tels que les 
femmes, les enfants et les personnes handicapées. Les femmes sont, par 
exemple supposées être égales aux hommes et disposer des mêmes droits 
fondamentaux garantis par le Code de Protection des Droits des Femmes. De 
plus, les autorités nord-coréennes rappellent régulièrement que « 
le Roi du Pays 
garantis par la Constitution et le Code de Protection des Droits des Enfants. 

 Pourtant, considérant les données recueillis 
aucun doute sur le fait que les droits fondamentaux sont inexistants en Corée 
du Nord, contrairement à ce qui est déclaré dans 
pourquoi les documents officiels nord-coréens seront utilisés dans ce rapport 

-coréennes non seulement violent le droit 
international, mais enfreignent également leurs propres lois nationales, et cela, 
en toute impunité. 

 

- Témoignages des transfuges nord-coréens: 

C
fondée par un transfuge nord-coréen, Young-Il Kim, PSCORE entretient des 
liens particuliers avec la communauté nord-coréenne à Séoul. Au cours de son 
existence, en plus de ses activités traditionnelles que sont le programme 

-coréens, 
PSCORE a aussi conduit des entretiens avec des transfuges qui rendent 
compte de leur propre expérience en Corée du Nord, y compris sur les 

rassemblés sur une 
carte utilisant le logiciel Google Maps décrivant le type de violation ainsi 

nt une localisation . Ce 
travail est accessible librement sur le site internet de PSCORE. Les 
témoignages, recueillis de 2011 à 2013, sont également publiés dans un 
ouvrage Heo, un 
transfuge nord-coréen, décrivait les terribles conditions de détention 
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Les témoignages des transfuges restent la principale, voire 
réelle des droits de 

omme en Corée du Nord. En effet, l limité et 
contrôlé par les autorités, et les mouvements sur le territoire sont surveillés de 
très près. Etant constamment sous surveillance, les touristes et diplomates 
étrangers ne sont général

à des fins de 

main. 

En donnant la voix aux transfuges, ce rapport compte exposer la réalité 

mentionnées dans ce rapport ont eu lieu lors de la dernière décennie. Pour des 

En outre, nous utiliseront à la place des prête-noms tout au long du rapport. 
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doivent être organisés ou dirigés en se suivant le principe de centralisme démocratique ». 
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