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Welcome to our webinar.
My name is Kim, Tae—Hoon and | am grateful to have organized this
webinar as the president of PSCORE.

Many are worried that the current strain between North and South
Korea might put both countries in the situation pre-2018 Singapore
Summit.

That being said, PSCORE gathered youth all over the world to hold a
meeting about ways to promote peace between the Korean Peninsula
and the world. In 2018, a seminar participated by young people from
Germany and six countries around the Korean Peninsula was held. This
year, we are holding a webinar about international changes that took
place during the past two years. Peaceful unification of the Korean
Peninsula will be possible only under global support.

Reunification can't be achieved overnight, and many supports that a
progressive unification through interpersonal communication is better
than rushed. Yet, we should not stop striving for reunification.
Reunification of the Korean Peninsula will hold a significant meaning in
global peace and achieving a better global society.

It is a rare opportunity to listen to opinions of youth from countries
around the Korean Peninsula. Especially, it will be very meaningful to
learn youth’s opinions on reunification as they will be the leading
members of the age of unification. Please listen to the story of the
future leaders of the age of unification in this seminar.

October, 2020
PSCORE (People for Successful COrean REunification)

Kim, Tae—Hoon | President
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Unification of the Korean Peninsula
from an International Perspective

Oh Joon
Professor, Kyung Hee University
Former Korean Ambassador to the UN

Hello everyone, welcome to the virtual seminar Unification of the
Korean peninsula

My name is Oh Joon, a professor at Kyung Hee university and | used
to be Korean ambassador to the United Nations. Today | would like to
start by inviting you to think about the division of the Korean
peninsula seventy five years ago. | assume that all of you have some
knowledge about the Korean peninsula and Korean people.

J|EGE - SHHoz 2 B Felet 8¢ | 37



Division of the Korean Peninsula

in the post-1945 World

Korean peninsula is in northeast Asia. It is between Japan and China
separated by the sea and as you can see in the map, it is a
peninsula, so it is connected to the Asian mainland but surrounded by
the seas on three fronts. Korea was divided in 1945.

You would remember that in 1945 the second world war ended. All of
the world actually, and in the Asian part or Pacific part of the frontier
united states and Soviet Union now we call it Russia. These countries
were fighting Japan. Japan was defeated by United States and Russia
and also China won the war on the Korean peninsula. Korea was
liberated from Japanese colonial rule because Korea was a colony of
Japan for 36 years so in 1945 when Japan was defeated the troops
of United States and also of Soviet Union came in the Korean
peninsula.

38 | =M HatsY FEMOIL



The Korean Peninsula

They divided the peninsula into two along the 38 parallel.

North of 38th parallel, there was Soviet military rule and south of the
parallel there was United States military rule, that's how Korea was
divided. It was not very intentional but as a result of the post war
arrangement the peninsula was unfortunately divided.
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1945 -1950: The Birth of the Two Koreas

1945

Independence and Partition of Korea
along the 38" parallel

1948

UN Temporary Commission on Korea
(UNTCOK) oversees 1948 general
elections in the South

General Assembly resolution 195 (I1)
acknowledges the legitimacy of the ROK
Government

North Korea announces the

establishment of the “Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea”

In the north the DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) was
established while in the south the Republic of Korea was created. In
the south, South Korean government decided to conduct general
election supervised by the United Nations. But in the North Korea,
they did not want any United Nations’ involvement so the North
Korean government, the DPRK government, was established on its
own. Then two vyears later in 1950, North Korea invaded the south,
probably because they wanted to unify the whole peninsula under
communist rule. It was a pretty big challenge for the whole world
because that was the first serious major war that occurred after 1945.
So, the united nation, which was advocating the concept of collective
security, was seriously challenging by this outbreak of war on the
Korean Peninsula.
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1950-53: The Korean War

1950 * The Security Council authorizes a unified command
to fight the armed attack from North Korea and to
use the UN Flag (UNSC resolution 84 of 7 July 1950)

The security council met immediately and they decided to send troops
to defend South Korea. The troops were called United Nations
command, and 60 countries contributed troops to join this command.
The war continued for three years. In 1953, the Korean war ended but
actually the Korean war ended with an armistice. There was no peace
agreement to end the war but they agree to stop fighting under
armistice or ceasefire, whatever you call it.
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1954-1975 Diplomatic Battle
Between the Two Koreas

1954-1975

Under the agenda item “The Korean
Question,” UNCURK’s report was
submitted and discussed annually in

ROK and allies was adopted every

year; DPRK and its supporters began

submitting their own resolution in
2% 1961, which was consistently voted
. ‘ down until 1974

And then after the war, the Korean issue was debated in the UN’s
General Assembly every year because the issue was put on the
agenda of the United Nations. In the United Nations, the friends of
South Korea and the friends of the North Korea were always arguing
about the legitimacy of these two countries. In the beginning there
were much more friends of South Korea, so when they adopted
resolutions, the resolution was usually initiated by friend of South
Korea and another resolution proposed by North Korean friends were
always defeated.
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1954-1975 Diplomatic Battle
Between the Two Koreas

1975

* Contradictory resolutions
on Korea from both sides
were adopted,
demonstrating the
pointlessness of the
debate and removing the
issue from GA agenda
from 1976

But in 1975 something funny happened, because both draft resolutions
proposed by friends of South Korea and friends of North Korea were
passed. It didn't make sense because they have these two resolutions
had conflicting contents, but somehow the UN member states did not
want confrontation, they tried to avoid confrontation. So, these two
conflicting resolutions were adopted in 1975. And then the UN general
assembly, member state of United Nations thought it didn't make
sense anymore to continue to debate the Korean issue because
opinion was so divided that if they continue to try to adopt the
resolutions they will probably continue to adopt conflicting resolutions.
In 1975 they decided to stop the debate and they took this Korean
issue from the agenda of United Nations. It was no longer on the
agenda of UN.
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1976-91: Road to UN Membership
for Both Koreas

ROK makes admission to the UN a
diplomatic priority

DPRK started to join int’l
organizations (WHO, NAM, IAEA) but
ROK was winning the diplomatic
competition (diplomatic ties with
152 countries compared to 121 for
the DPRK as of 1991)

1991

With the end of the Cold War, the
two Koreas were admitted to the
United Nations

And then from 1975 to 1991 the two Koreas were competing
diplomatically. “Competing diplomatically” means that they try to get
recognition from other states because neither of them was yet a
member of the United Nations. If you become a member of United
Nations, you can automatically get states recognition as a state but
when you are not a member of United Nations member states you
have to get recognition one by one from other countries. So South
Korea and North Korea were competing to get as many recognitions
as possible. South Korea was doing better than North Korea. But in
1991, both Koreas entered the United Nations as member states.
Because in 1990, so called the Cold War ended, and the countries
that were opposing South Korea’s admission, such as China and the
Soviet Union, they decided not to oppose South Korea’s admission to
the United Nations. That's how in 1991 both Koreas were admitted to
the United Nations as member states. After that there was no more
Korean peninsula issue on the agenda of the United Nations except
three North Korean issues.
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The North Korean Issues Today
at the International Level

1. DPRK Nuclear Issue

3. Humanitarian Assistance
to DPRK

North Korea’s official country name is DPRK, so there are three DPRK
related issues. They are: Nuclear issue, Human rights issue, and
Humanitarian assistance to the North Korea. Because North Korea is
under—developed country.

These three issues are still on the agenda of the UN when it comes
to the Korean peninsula issues in the international community.

J|ZE - IHHLZE = e

o

stet S | 45



Reality of the Divided Korea

As you know, Korean peninsula remains divided into two and if you
go, for example to the village of Panmunjom, which is also called
Truth Village, you can still see these soldiers from South Korea and
North Korea are patrolling together there, and they sometimes hold
meetings at Panmunjom.
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Diaspora
7 Million

s,‘.

In today's world there are 82 million Koreans, ethnic Koreans, all over

Ethnic Koreans in the World ‘
Korean

the world. 50 million of them are in South Korea. 25 million of them
are on North Korea and 7 million they are all over the world as
Korean diaspora. At this point what | think is most important in
making progress toward peace and unification of the Korean peninsula
there are three things:
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What is most important in making progress
toward peace and reunification?

1. Resolve the North Korean nuclear issue.
2. Restore trust and national identity between the two Koreas.

3. Raise awareness among people on the necessity of unification.

One, resolve the North Korean nuclear issue. Two, restore trust and
national unity and identity between the two Koreas. Three, raise
awareness among people on the necessity of the unification. | will go
to them one by one.
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1. Resolve the DPRK Nuclear Issue

CHINA
Chongjino

T cPunggye-ri

Test sites
quake magnitude

NORTH KOREA

NORTH KOREA
6.3 Sep 2017

oYongbyon

Toncoson 5.3 Sep 2016
M:
Korea Bay i 51 Jan 2016
oPyongyang

5.1 Feb 2013
4.7 May 2009

4.3 QOct 2006
SOUTH KOREA

Source: USGS

Resolving the North Korean nuclear issue is unfortunately the most
difficult and the most urgent thing to do if we want to make progress
toward peace and unification on the Korean Peninsula. The North
Korean nuclear issue wasn't as big as is it now probably until 15
years ago. But as you know, in 2006 North Korea conducted the first
nuclear bomb test and since then they had six rounds of nuclear
bomb tests. As they were doing it, their tests obviously became more
successful and more powerful so by now we all assume that North
Korea has nuclear weapon capability which is very dangerous.
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Why is it a global threat?

(1) A grave threat to the NPT regime

* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) has been the cornerstone of
the international nuclear non-
proliferation regime since its entry
into force in 1970.

* The DPRK is the only country in the
world that developed nuclear
weapons within the NPT, and then
announced withdrawal from the
Treaty.

The reason why North Korea's nuclear capability is a global threat is
too fold. One reason is because it is a great threat to the nuclear
nonproliferation treaty regime. As you know there is this global treaty
called Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty which came into effect in 1970.
According to this treaty, and according the regime the treaty created
all the countries in the world promised not to develop nuclear
weapons, and in return, they can use the nuclear technology for
peaceful purpose. That's how South Korea got nuclear technology, and
how North Korea got nuclear technology as well. North Korea got a
small nuclear reactor in the mid-1980s, because they promised not to
developed nuclear weapons and they joined the NPT regime. Five sum
years later they changed their mind and they started nuclear
weaponization.

That's how in 1993, the first North Korean nuclear crisis erupted.
since then they are having ups and downs in negotiations with North
Korea to persuade North Korea to give up the nuclear weaponization.
The negotiations were mostly conducted between North Korea and
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United States, but sometimes other neighboring countries like South
Korea, Japan, China and Russia also participated in the negotiations.
They got quite a good deal in 2005 which was called September 2005
Agreement.

According to this agreement, the other countries were going to give
rewards to North Korea such as economic rewards and also diplomatic
recognition in return for North Korea's giving up the nuclear weapon
and missile capabilities. But this deal, which was a good deal actually,
didn't go through. The deal broke down in 2006 which means one
year later, the agreement broke down because North Korea conducted
the first nuclear bomb test.

The second reason why North Korean nuclear weapons constitute a
global threat is because that can trigger so called nuclear dominance

in Northeast Asia.
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Why is it a global threat?

(2) Threat to peace and stability in the region and beyond

* Anuclear-armed North Korea will upset the strategic balance in
Northeast Asia and may induce a destabilizing arms race in
region, undermining the peace and security of the entire world.

RUSSIA

If we look at this map in the screen, in this part of the world, in
Northeast Asia, before North Korea weaponization there were three
nuclear weapons states: United States, Russia and China. And the other
three countries, North Korea, South Korea and Japan, didn't have nuclear
weapons, but if North Korea becomes a nuclear weapon state what would
the other two countries do? The other two countries, meaning Japan and
South Korea. Because strategic balance that existed in the region will be
threatened by North Korea's requirements of nuclear weapons. For South
Korea and Japan, they have only three options: they can also have
nuclear weapons, they can develop a nuclear weapons which is not very
good idea. Two, the can depend on United States’ nuclear umbrella more
strongly. Three, they can persuade North Korea to give up their nuclear
capabilities and go back to the status quo that existed in the past which
is the best way but it's the hardest to achieve because North Korea is
not willing to give up nuclear weapons. But because of this nuclear bomb
test, six round of tests and also numerous missile tests, North Korea is
under united nation’s sanctions probably one of the most robust sanction
regimes that existed in the history of the UN.
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DPRK Nuclear Issue

Sanctions

[DPRK is subject to one of the most robust,
comprehensive sanctions regimes in UN history.]

* A ban on oil provided to North Korea (about
50% reduction)
* A ban on DPRK’s export including coal,
seafood, textile and machinery, reducing
its foreign export by 90%
* Prohibition of all new joint ventures and
additional investment with North Korea
* Banning countries from allowing in North
Korean workers

Today, DPRK, North Korea is not able to conduct economic activities
outside North Korea, they cannot do much of trade with other
countries, they cannot do much of financial activities with other
countries so North Korea’'s chance for economic development is very
limited by these sanctions so that’'s how North Korea is kind of in a
dilemma but during the last two years, North Korea looked like
changing the course meaning after the PyeongChang winter Olympic
games in South Korea, North Korea was coming out to the South
Korea and to the United States
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Recent Developments

Jan 1, 2018: Kim Jong Un’s New Year Message

April 27, 2018: Inter-Korean Summit at Panmunjom

June 12, 2018: 15t US-North Korea Summit in Singapore

September 18-20, 2018: South Korean President visits
North Korea

February 27-28, 2019: 2" US-North Korea Summit in
Vietnam

June 30, 2019: Panmunjom Gathering of three Leaders

October 5-7, 2019: US-North Korea talks broke down in
Sweden

And as you all know, there have been summits meeting for example
summit meeting between President Trump and Kim Jong Un and also
summit meeting between President Moon Jae In and Chairman Kim
Jong Un, so there appeared some degree of rapprochement.

There was a better mood and improvement of ties between North
Korea and South Korea, and also between North Korea and United
States. But after the failure of the summit between Trump and Kim
Jong Un in Hanoi, February 2019 things were not getting better,
things have not been moving forward as you know, and last June,
North Korea blow up a liaison office building in Kaesong which was
kind of a symbol of their intention to discontinue dialogue with South
Korea as well as with United States. So things are now in a
statement because United States is now in the election campaign and
also because of coronavirus pandemic, | think United States cannot
afford to pay too much attention to this dialogue with North Korea so
probably nothing much will happen until the US presidential elections
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in November but after that, or ever before that, there might be some
break through, South Korean government is making efforts to make
break through. So the way | see it generally you can say that there
are two kinds of different prospects for the resolutions of North
Korean nuclear issue.
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Prospects for Resolution of the Nuclear Issue

A. NK is genuinely willing to pursue denuclearization

Due to the dire situation brought by the sanctions, NK could be

willing to give up nuclear weapons in return for appropriate rewards.

-> The US-NK negotiations will resume and lead to an agreement

on complete denuclearization and corresponding measures.
Even though there will be some ups and downs in working out
details of a final deal and on the timeline of its
implementation, the issue can be resolved eventually.

B. NK is not willing to give up all of its nuclear capabilities
NK attempts to muddle through without complete nuclear
disarmament and to pursue economic gain through lifting or easing
of the sanctions.
-> Despite the past (and new) Trump-Kim summits, concrete
agreements will be hard to achieve, making denuclearization a
long-term process

But in the first scenario is if North Korea is genuinely willing to
pursue denuclearization, then even though there will be some ups and
downs, even though it will still take some negotiations because North
Korea will not just give up nuclear weapons if they want to give them
up, they will probably try to sell them at right price, so they are
probably want to have something in return for that, but if there are
genuinely willing to go for denuclearization then there can be a deal
so even though it take time the prospects are not so bad. But the
second scenario if North Korea is not willing to give up all of its
nuclear capabilities meaning, they want to keep some of their nuclear
capabilities even though they might give up some other parts of the
weapons, then | think it will be very difficult for these parties
concerned to make breakthrough, because you cannot give up part of
your nuclear capabilities, either you give them up all together or you
keep them.

If that's the case this will make things more difficult and North Korean
nuclear issue will remain as long term process rather than a quick
solution.
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2. Restore trust and national identity
between South and North Korea.

And the second important point, second important consideration, in
making progress for peace and unification of the Korean peninsula is
how to restore trust and national identity between South Korea and
North Korea. Actually, as you can see in the photos the PyeongChang
Winter Olympic Games helped South Korean and North Korean
athletes participated in it together which was celebrated together by
people all over Korean peninsula, either in South Korea or North Korea.
But that was kind of temporary, it was not permanent détente, so
right now things are not moving forward even between the two
Koreas despite three inter-Korea summits in the history of the divided
Koreas. The current government in South Korea under the President
Moon Jae In is making a lot of efforts to restore this rapprochement
with North Korea, so we will have to see how they will work.
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Humanitarian Assistance to North Korea

“DPRK is a highly food insecure country, with
a population made increasingly vulnerable by
continued reliance upon unreliable food
supplies” (OCHA)

UNDP, UNFPA, FAO, UNICEF, WFP, and WHO
have a presence in Pyongyang with aid
programs

Total humanitarian funding by the UN:
2014: 33 million USD (ROK:13M)
2015: 36 million USD (ROK: 10M)
2016: 43 million USD (ROK: none)
2017: 39 million USD (ROK: none)
2018: 38 million USD (ROK: none)
2019: 46 million USD (ROK: 10.5M)

Humanitarian assistance to North Korea has always been an issue
since the mid 1990s, when North Korea had a big famine, and a lot
of people suffered from shortage of food. Since then international
community has always provided a certain amount of humanitarian
assistant to North Korea. As you can see in the chart, the amount
that has been provided varied, but it was usually around 40 million
dollars a year to 30 million dollars a year, but the United Nation think
that actually what North Korea needs as assistance is around 100
million dollars a year. So, what was actually provided to North Korea
has always been short of the needed assistance.
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3. Raise awareness among people
on the necessity of unification.

The third point | want to make about how to make progress towards
peace and unification of the Korean Peninsula is the issue of raising
awareness among people on the necessity of unification because in
South Korea there is a generational gap on the necessity of Korean
unification. The older generation who were young when Korea was
divided or has some relatives or family members who came from
North Korea, like my generation. You know, it's not too difficult to
appreciate that North Koreans are our sisters and brothers, but
younger generations whose parents were born even after the Korean
War, it's very difficult for them to realize and to feel that North
Koreans are our sisters and brothers.
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A generational gap is growing
on the necessity of Korean reunification.

« &” \”;;ffi
¥

So as you can see on the results of the poll, there are always much
more older people who think we should have unification eventually
and younger people who don’t necessarily share that kind of view.
Why bother! Some people might think, why bother trying to pursue
unification with North Korea when we are so different from each
other. So if that kind of gap exists in South Korea, then, as we all
know, the old generation will go, and if we don’t get unification in 10
years, 20 years, 30 years, | think it will be even more difficult for the
two Koreas to be reunited. So thats why we need to raise or
maintain awareness among people on the necessity of unification on
the Korean Peninsula and then finally | want you to think about what
the United Nations can do to help promote peace and unification on
the Korean Peninsula.
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The United Nations’ Role for Peace on the Korean Peninsula

Former UN Secretaries-General

2nd 3rl.|
Trygve Dag B U Kurt
Lie Hammar Thant Waldheim
skjold

(Norway) | (Sweden) (Myanmar) (Austria)
Javier Boutros Kofi A. Ki-moon

© Pérez de Boutros- Annan Ban

, Cuéllar Ghali

g

(Peru) (Egypt) (Ghana) (ROK)

As you know there have been United Nation secretary generals.
Including the existing one, Mr. Guterres, there have been nine
secretary generals in the United Nations. The 8th secretary general of
UN was Mr. Ban Ki Moon who was from South Korea.

J|EGE - SHHCE 2 S Felet Y | 61



The United Nations’ Role for Peace on the Korean Peninsula

®=  UN Secretary-General’s efforts in the past:

Trygve Lie (1% Secretary-General, Norway, 1946-1952)
*  Played important role in establishing UNTCOK, UNCURK, UNKRA

Kurt Waldeim (4" Secretary-General, Austria, 1972-1981)

. Egggato open channel of communication between North and South

. Visited Pyongyang in May 1979 and 1981

Boutras Boutras-Gali (6" Secretary-General, Egypt, 1992-1996)
. United Nations deal with first nuclear crisis under his tenure
. Visited Pyongyang in December 1993

Kofi Annan (7" Secretary-General, Ghana, 1997-2006)
. Endorsed the four-party talks

Ban Ki-moon (8" Secretary-General, Korea, 2007-)
*  Dispatched Special Envoy Lynn Pascoe to Pyongyang in 2010

All these UN secretary generals made efforts to contribute to peace
on the Korean Peninsula. Well, their efforts sometimes brought some
progress, sometimes it didn't work. Anyway, from the perspective of
United Nations, maintaining and promoting peace on the Korean
Peninsula is very important, not only for regional Peace but also peace
in the world; global peace. That's how the United Nations, specially
the secretary generals, have already been trying to help promote
peace on the peninsula.
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A unified Korea in the world

* A Korean reunification will mean that after more than 7
decades, the vision of a unified government envisaged in
the first GA resolution on Korea (1947) will finally come
to realization.

If Korea is unified, if they can get unification, that will mean that after
more than 7 decades, the vision of a unified Korea, unified
government, envisaged in the first UN generation assembly resolution
in 1947, will finally come to realization That would be of historical
importance.
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Thank You

If you think of the Fundamental purposes of United Nations, that is
to maintain peace and security in the world, to pursue sustainable
development in the world, and to promote human rights for all the
people in the world, a Korean reunification will contribute a great deal
to the achievement of these important purposes of the United Nations
and of the world for the future of the humanity.

Thank you
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Hello, my name is Hwang Seyoung and | will be doing a presentation
on young South Koreans, as | am one myself. | am currently majoring
in Political Science and Diplomacy at university, here in Korea.
Actually, compared to other young South Koreans, | grew up in a
quite unique environment. | was born in Seoul, but | lived in Shanghai,
China for about 20 years, until | got into university. | first went to
Shanghai because of my dad’s job, but ended up completely settling
down and attended elementary, middle and high school in Shanghai.
Although in my heart, my hometown is Shanghai, I've always had a lot
of interest in issues surrounding my homeland, the Korean Peninsula.
After coming back to Korea as a university student, | participated in
activities related to South and North Korean relations and reunification
of the Korean Peninsula and also got the opportunity to meet many
people who were interested in these issues. This allowed me to
expand my thoughts and opinions on the topic. | might not be able to
speak for all young South Koreans in this presentation today, but |
would like to express my subjective thoughts and share honestly what
| have felt and come to realize during my time at university. | hope
this presentation will help you understand young South Koreans and
their thought process better. Also, | would like to thank PSCORE for
giving me the opportunity to do this presentation today as a
representative for South Korea in this World Youth Seminar on
Peaceful Reunification.

In this presentation, | would like to discuss the perception of young
South Koreans on North Korean issues and on reunification, as well as
how to spark their interest. What do young people generally think
about North Korea and reunification? What could help shaping young
people’s perception of North Korea? It is often said that the younger
generation has no interest in inter—-Korean relations or that they have
negative opinions on these issues, but why is that? First of all, we
can start to guess why by looking at the words used to describe
young South Koreans today. They are called the generation with “the
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best qualifications since Dangun” (the founder of the first Korean
kingdom 5000 years ago), because they have many outstanding skills
including their academic background, school credits, language studies,
volunteer work and internships. However, having these qualifications
does not guarantee you a job, and it is difficult to take your first step
into society. Economic and social difficulties such as job shortages,
soaring prices, tuition fees, housing prices etc., have caused young
people to give up ‘N’ things (marriage, dating, having children etc.),
which is why this generation is also called to ‘N-po’ Generation, or
“‘numerous giving—up generation”. The phrase, which reflects the grim
reality of these young people, suggests that now, young South
Koreans do not have the “luxury” to be interested in inter—Korean
relations and reunification issues. They say, “| can barely even make a
living right now, | can’t afford to care about the huge issue that is
reunification”. In reality, my friend who is majoring in economics once
raised the question of whether reunification would have a negative
impact on South Korea, viewing it not as an opportunity, but as an
expense. My friend could not understand why the South would want
to face these negative effects as South Koreans would be forced to
pay more taxes for the sole reason that North Korea is much worse
off economically than South Korea. Furthermore, my friend expressed
that realistically, South Korea has been having more economic
difficulties, and that we should not proceed to the reunification with
North Korea as we are not ready for it.

78 | =M HatsY FEMOIL



2030MICH
102 = 8%, NIEMICH

20~300) 44211 9559 EAL | X1EARE AN

AT} A 024E SO 2 I7|8 0| UEX| o

75.7% 24.34

o Ut 37181 24 RUCH

E718t 2 (i

“ saram . -
@ =

{Resource: Saramin, 2016)

Secondly, the integration problem that stems from the very different
systems of North and South Korea. The two countries are completely
different in terms of politics, economics and society, so if reunification
happens under a “1 country 2 systems” federal model, people might
wonder “Will | be able to adapt to such an environment?”. It looks like
some people could reject the idea of proudly calling this country, with
two completely different systems, “my country”. | have also met very
few people who said, ‘I hope unification doesn’t happen while I'm
alive”. They said that they worried about various kinds of confusion,
astronomical costs, lack of norms, and in the worst-case scenario, a
sharp rise in crime that could come from integration, whether that is
systemic or social integration. They said that they would rather have
the Korean peninsula divided, though with traffic between the two
countries being allowed. In this regard, the young generation is more
cautious and negative about reunification than the older generations.
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Even looking at my close friends and the young people I've met
through various activities, they cannot connect with the words “our
wish is reunification” or the slogan “South and North Koreans are the
same people” and they do not agree with the idea that “because we
are the same people, we need reunification”.

Thirdly, there are multiple ongoing issues related to North Korea.
Examples include North Korea's nuclear weapon program, human rights
issues in North Korea as well as economic cooperation between North
and South Korea. Because of this, some young South Koreans said
they might rethink the possibility of reunification depending on how
fast these issues get solved, as sensitive issues affect their
perceptions of North Korea. Personally, | would like to call my
generation “S3H MICH” (the generation of North Korean nuclear power).
As we understand it, the North Korean Nuclear Crisis first occurred in
the early 90's. This corresponds to the birth of the current young
generation of South Koreans, who have heard about this issue on the
news throughout their school years since the early to mid 90’s. | was
born in 96 and was able to witness four changes in the South Korean
government as | was growing up, but the inter—Korean relations just
kept repeating the same back-and-forth pattern. The people who are
in their 20s right now have experienced, between the 90s and now,
many historical moments when it comes to the inter-Korean relations.
However, it is true that many of them were incidents that should not
have happened. In addition to the North’s six nuclear tests, the battles
of Yeonpyeong, the ROKS Cheonan sinking, the bombardment of
Yeonpyeong, the landmine explosion in the DMZ, and the demolition
of the Inter—Korean Liaison Office this past June: these were all
incidents that have directly or indirectly affected young people’s
perception of North Korea and have made them realize the scale of
the security concerns as well as the reality of the division. In this
regard, | think that the perception that young South Koreans’ have of
North Korea is conservative, although very realistic. The 2010 ROKS
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Cheonan sinking, which killed 46 soldiers, seems to be deeply
embedded in the minds of the young generation. Personally, | think
this is one of the main events responsible for young South Koreans’
negative perception of North Korea, especially among young men in
their 20s who have to complete their military service. The victims of
the ROKS Cheonan sinking were not too far from our age, and the
fact that there has been no sincere apology from the North Korean
authorities reinforces the sense of distrust among young people about
whether they can view North Korea as a dialogue partner or a trusted
country, despite the current atmosphere of dialogue. Aside from that,
the horrible human rights situation in North Korea and the poisoning of
Kim Jong-un's half-brother Kim Jong—-Nam have led to the recognition
of North Korea as a country with a despicable and cold image.

Finally, ‘fairness’ is one of the most important values of the youth
right now, it is a very important factor in shaping awareness of the
reunification issue. Of course, fairness may not be a value that is
considered important only to the younger generation, but the reason
why it is particularly sensitive in the younger generation is because of
the “infinite competition and survival in their own communities”. Within
the younger generation it is a common perception that fairness is a
necessary factor, as small differences separate their survival and
failure (elimination). One example of the Korean youth’s emphasis on
fairness, which is related to the reunification issue, is the controversy
over the formation of the women’s ice hockey team that was held
ahead of the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics. The formation of a
unified team between the South and North Korea took place just after
North Korea expressed its intention to participate in the PyeongChang
Winter Olympics. The promotion of a unified team is certainly in line
with the purpose of the Olympics, which symbolizes peace and
harmony, and can make positive contributions, such as easing tensions
on the Korean Peninsula and creating a peaceful atmosphere.
Nevertheless, the reason why many young people expressed their
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negative views in anger is because they thought it was more
important to give each player a fair opportunity than the great cause
of peace on the Korean Peninsula. Many young South Koreans
identify themselves with the Korean ice hockey players. Athletes,
along with the younger South Korean public, are outraged that all their
four year-long effort to participate in an Olympic Game, is often put
in vain due to political reasons.

Hekghe] Foe 7] vhe SojA
95| A4d A,

(CCTV of wooden-box land mine provocation,

Resource: Jungkyung News, 2015)
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In fact, ice hockey is an unpopular sport in Korea, so they felt anger
again over whether it can be treated differently even though it is not
the top sport. | also felt a lot of regret about the government’s
decision at the time. If we look at the situation from the point of
view of reunification, | think it was a preview of what kind of
reunification we should pursue. Many young people thought it was a
good idea to form a unified inter-Korean team, however preparing it
urgently can cause side-effects, so we must go through a gradual and
sufficient process to persuade the people. Therefore, any government
should refrain from pursuing things in an authoritarian way under the
pretext of inter-Korean relations. Also, as we can see from the
controversy over the formation of a unified team between the 2
Koreas, we believe that fairness is more important than peace or
reunification, which should be considered in the future when
discussing reunification.

As seen above, young South Koreans tend to value their life, career
and personal well-being over the nation’s great vision. As a result of
this, many younger generations are not interested or oppose
reunification for practical reasons. So, what measures should be
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sought to raise the awareness of South Koreans about the North
Korean issue or reunification?

| think that it is necessary to change the existing discourse on
unification. We need a new unification discourse that goes beyond the
existing nationalism and unification benefits. | think that the logic of
“reunification because South and North are the same people” is no
longer persuasive to the South Korean youth. This is because the
South and North have already been divided for more than 70 years
and have maintained different systems and cultures. The discourse on
the benefits of reunification seems to be getting less convincing
among young people. In this regard, | have heard these 2 arguments
the most.

Of course, there is no way to verify the authenticity of these claims
because we have not yet reunified. However, we need to approach
the matter of reunification carefully as it is an issue that we cannot
decide as easily as we flip our palms. In this regard, the 2 logics
above can be a big advantage for a unified Korea, but it should not
be accepted aimlessly. Above all, | would like to briefly address the
problems that may arise in each argument. The first argument is that
there is only an ‘economy’ and no ‘people’. Without the reunification of
the people, would a reunified Korea be a land where the people of
North and South Korea can live happily together? | think today’s South
Korea is the result of a society that has been emphasizing only
economic values. Considering that competition was the only thing that
remained for us when we pursued economic value, we should not
make a unified Korea a second Hell Joseon, which may come at any
time. The problem with the second argument is that there is no
realistic consideration. Considering the highly uncertain international
situation and the interests of neighbouring powers surrounding the
Korean Peninsula, we cannot rule out the possibility that defence
spending will increase further after reunification. The investment in the
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defence sector may continue to increase after reunification, to actively
block out the external forces that hinder the peaceful development of
a reunified Korea. | believe that this new discussion on reunification
needs to be realistic and not just present a rosy future, in order to
gain persuasive power among the younger generation.

As the next step, | think it is important to break the barriers to entry
in order to raise young people’s interest in reunification. For example,
| would like to introduce a project that | partook in when | was the
president of the North Korean Human Rights Club. The North Korean
Human Rights Club, which | am a part of, conducts fundraising once a
year for the purpose of raising interest in the North Korean human
rights issue and donating profits. Usually, when it comes to North
Korean human rights, people tend to think of the dark side of North
Korean society, such as political prison camps and forced labour. Of
course, this is the terrible reality that North Koreans go through, but |
felt that a different approach was needed to attract the attention of
the younger generation. So, after a long discussion with the members
of the association, they decided to conduct the previous North Korean
food experience exhibition using a ‘pub’. The ‘pub’ is such an
important event that it is the dream of university students’ university
life, and | thought it would be a good starting point for them to pay
attention to human rights in North Korea if we run it with an exciting
festive mood and a fun event. In other words, we wanted to keep up
with the trends and interests of college students and to lower the
entry barriers by allowing them to indirectly experience the daily lives
of North Koreans. As a result of this, our club helped college students
get a better understanding of the lives of North Koreans through food
and bars. As such, | think it is urgent for the government and
reunification education institutions to provide a customised reunification
education for young people. Especially for students, it is also a good
idea to support universities to open major classes by linking unification
issues with various majors. As for the major Architecture, for example,
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under the theme of ‘Architectural Change in a Unified Korea’, the
contents of classes that understand the history and characteristics of
architecture in North and South Korea and stimulate the imagination of
how architecture will develop on the Korean Peninsula after
reunification will be enough for those who majored in architecture to
pay attention. This is expected to provide an opportunity for us to
realise at the same time that unification is not a far—off story that has
nothing to do with us. It is often said that young people are the main
players in the era of unification however, | do not think that anything
absurd should happen without having the chance to explore unification
issues related to their major or interests.
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Whether you are in favor of or against reunification, whatever you may
think of North Korea, | believe that the reunification issue as well as
North Korean issues are inevitable to South Koreans. Even if there is
a certain hostility towards North Korea, it is (obviously) impossible to
move South Korea to another location. This is why | believe that we
should prepare thoroughly for reunification rather than discussing the
pros and cons. Because North East Asia is such a dynamic region, it
is impossible to predict what will happen, which is why we cannot tell
when reunification will occur, and also why things do not go our way.
The young generation, which will be responsible for the future of the
Korean Peninsula, needs to be interested in these issues, now more
than ever. However, | am concerned that this is not the case.
Therefore, it is time for the government, political circles, academia,
civil society, etc. to make efforts to spark young people's interest in
reunification. Let's not forget that only the prepared take the
opportunity.
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Y, CHolLY =R, O ‘ZFAe oof”, ok, 2018H 2 & 8¢,
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5 2 | Presentation 2
SSHEE0D) | North Korea (A North Korean defector)
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Reflect the efforts to view reunification
from the perspective of North Koreans
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SUICIDE RATE FOR OECD COUNTRIES IN 2016

{Urit: Deaths per 100,000 people)

&) o Korea & () Mexico 55 |

B o latva 181 £9 Z Israel 49 [
E) @siovenia 18.1 £ ‘= Greece 44 |

Ly e span 166 @ Tukey 2.1

@) OECD Average 11.6 |

mMgHaumw-" e N i Haalth b ce Service

-b'u_._n:ﬂ

O] FA : OECDZ7IE S0M 71 &2 KHES HOl §1=2 (2016H))2)

CENTER(S- KOREA'S TROUBLED YOUTH
z1 | Suicide has been number one cause of death among youth for 11 years: Statistics Korea

Of2|g =4 : A2 S=R0M XE 1182 71 2 AIY0IR)?

2) Arirang News - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9LwfS73pZo (South Korea
recorded highest suicide rate in OECD in 2016)

3) Arirang News - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTIMmBBqgsKY (Suicide turns out
to be the major cause of youth death: Statistics Korea)
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A= Ol2fet AteloiM &3 U= FGESO0| H=SXA e 22X oES
HM7Ietct. 2017¢ CHetZl=9| d=X|e== OECD 31/i= 7h2C| 23%=Z St
HED UCEAD ASSHM JHR AS0] &&5te JASUTE P29 42 B=oHK] &
Ct. A= |XMA 18 20 4N 180 o Ste 2 o= 8= syt
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St=Atelel ERISS UGots A2, fI% 22 ZH9| siE: Q10| Fetel AS
FXU HOz Jo0| O|AetCtA £ CHE ZHMO0tE Ldots At OE Ht 8L

Est geleEzos HeX0lg 25 200z MANCL WIS £e3 It
SRR QIAIBI0] AMEIEYS JHYQA| it MEE SO
o

A Bigger Challenge

The rejoining of West and East Germany is an inspiration for South Korea’s hopes of reunification with North
Korea. But the North's relative poverty and larger population are likely to make it much more difficult to absorb.

INCOME ‘ POPULATION
PER PERSON IN MILLIONS

2013 1991 2013 1991

NORTH KOREA EAST GERMANY NORTH KOREA EAST GERMANY
$1,360 $10,163 249 181
SOUTH KOREA WEST GERMANY SOUTH KOREA WEST GERMANY
$26,000 $23,461
Z § 50.2 61.9
Sources: Bank of Korea, World Bank, German Economics Ministry The Wall Street Journal
( =8 - M= SLH|E | )5

4) HaH, AghRA, 309 Mol 3 Mok “St=Ql #=X|~= OECD 5t
https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20200204134700002 ZA4l: (2020.07.08)
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29| 28 RPUC= AAMOSIULT, 2Z SO FAL LIOHX| 2 UK OFXZX|E 1
M7t ot SM=s =T HelX AlRISEE Asfettt. Ol o Ol 9l €0
OtL|C}. ot=R&Fo| J|HCZ2 SYUE SURUA Setxts0| B2 £ Us
HEl™ EHQ RER0| A Sl HuoM ARE 7Hs-d0] THESHH. "HiW
27t FE S22 Y= FOOL UL, JuXeEy, 858 S22 2
of AEA2 SSFTUSHA L0 et RYC= O|0X|A & A017] W2H &
2NN 2= Olet ZME Aty £ U= M3 Z= WHsHOF Sttt
20 222 SY2 ZEXet Z=H[Q WHIE Sl HUM=Z O|RM0F & A0|
0, 5=e0] A =S &S Y & Us FUME s A FHE 05

5) The Wall Street Journal, Walls Still Impede South Korea's Reunification with North,
Nov.6, 2014
https://www.wsj.com/articles/walls—still-impede—south—koreas-reunification-with—nort
h-1415276912

6) 7Y, ‘=Y EYU S M 25 20 HA, Lo 0| oLy,

http://www.ohmynews.com/NWS_Web/View/at_pg.aspx?CNTN_CD=A0002597862
Z{A821:(2020.07.09.)
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1. Introduction

Greetings, my name is Kim Yiseul. | defected from North Korea in
2009, and | am currently majoring in North Korean studies. Given that
| am from North Korea and major in North Korean studies, | have a
keen interest in the inter-Korean relations and reunification matter. As
an individual who is getting prepared for the future of reunification, it
is an honor for me to be able to discuss the reunification of the
Korean Peninsula with representatives of respective countries. Since |
am representing North Korea, my writing will reflect the efforts to
view reunification from the perspective of North Koreans as much as
possible.

X Due to personal circumstances, neither my hometown nor university
is specified.

2. Speech

With the division of two Koreas in the early period, our disintegrated
nation hoped for a unification of Koreans from all walks of life. During
the early period of division, the Korean individuals’ consensus on
reunification could be seen through the reunification song, “Our Hope.”
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This reunification song is greatly familiar even to me despite growing
up and receiving education in North Korea. However, even after 70
years of division of the Korean Peninsula, is our hope still the
reunification, and the hope in our dream reunification? (reference to
the reunification song, “Our Hope.”) The perception of reunification
varies by age. There is a greater sense of awareness in the higher
age group that had directly experienced the division, while the
perception of reunification in the lower age group appears to be
significantly low.

According to the study about the “Consciousness of Reunification and
Foreign Security" conducted in 2018 on young people (1,058 four-year
college students nationwide) by an organization in South Korea called
The Youth and Future, the proportion of those who answered that
unification was very necessary was extremely low, with a percentage
of 20.9%. 31.9% of them said that it might be slightly necessary,
and the rest of the percentage didn't seem to be interested or said it
was unnecessary. The figure is still low despite the fact that the
survey reflects a positive change in perception after a reconciling
relationship between the two countries was formed after several
inter—-Korean summits in 2018. These results suggest that those who
think that 'our wish is unification' are no longer the absolute majority
in our society. In the process of preparing for unification, which can
come at a time when no one expects it, young people's awareness of
unification will play a leading role in future politics, economy, and
culture. As it is imperative, | think that the related researchers should
also pay attention to it. On the other hand, the results of North
Koreans' responses are very contrasting. The opinion that unification is
necessary is overwhelming, with 95.2% in 2011, 93.7% in 2012, and
93.3% in 2013.

The factors that influence the Korean individuals’ perception of
reunification vary. However, | place the most attention on the benefits
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of reunification. Today, the measure by which both South and North
Koreans perceive the need for reunification begins with a vague
imagination of how reunification can bring about personal benefits. The
matter of reunification is viewed differently by South and North
Koreans because it is no longer approached from a humanitarian
perceptive or recovery of a historically united nation but rather, it is
approached from a perspective of economic gains. On the one hand,
North Koreans are deprived of freedom and suffer from extreme
poverty under an excessively coercive authoritarian regime, which
implies how they view reunification as a breakthrough that can
improve their standard of living to a certain extent. On the other hand,
South Koreans do not welcome reunification with open arms because
they are given no choice but to bear the costs and burden of
reunification in the short run.

In the short run, the aforementioned perception of reunification is not
entirely groundless. However, taking sustainable economic growth into
a long term consideration, reunification needs to be clearly recognized
as a benefit for both North and South Koreans. Moreover, the
integration between cheap labor from North Korea and advanced
technology from South Korea is associated with the logic of a positive
view of reunification, where this synergy is regarded positively. As a
representative of North Korea, | assert that South Korea’s sense of
superiority should be excluded from the reunification process as much
as possible. This is because it indicates the detrimental incidence of
unilaterally grafting South Korea's political, economic and cultural
assets into the North, thereby creating unimaginable social problems.
In fact, it is not worth discussing about the suppression of freedom
and negligence of human rights under the failed political ideology and
governing system of the North Korean regime. Instead, it is necessary
to analyze whether South Korea’s democratic and free market
economy is worth translating into North Korean society. Today, our
society is faced with a variety of social challenges including issues of
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inequality and polarization, the highest suicide rates among the youth
and senior citizens, political conflicts between the conservatives and
progressives, high concentration and density of population in the Seoul
metropolitan area as a result of uneven development, emotional
alienation due to individualism, as well as environmental challenges.

SUICIDE RATE FOR OECD COUNTRIES IN 2016

e Sost e 000 o
& ¢ Korea £ ¢) Mexico 5.5
Do avia 181 | ) E smd 49 [N
B @sovnia 181 | &) ‘= Greee 44 [
166 £ @ Tukey 2.1

(South Korea recorded highest suicide rate in OECD in 2016)

S. KOREA'S TROUBLED YOUTH
Suicide has been number one cause of death among youth for 11 years: Statistics Korea

(Suicide turns out to be the major cause of youth death: Statistics Korea)
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Hence, | would like to raise the fundamental question of whether the
members living in such a society are happy. According to the
Happiness Index of 2017, South Korea was ranked 23rd among 31
OECD countries. Furthermore, our lives are not necessarily happy
despite increasing personal incomes. | agree, to a certain extent, to
the statement that mental distress is more difficult to handle than
physical suffering. According to my personal experience, North Koreans
are not prone to extreme thoughts no matter how much physical pain
they undergo. But what about South Korean society? People of diverse
ages suffer from emotional distress that leads them to feel suicidal or
in the worst scenario, make extreme choices. Thus, this is a serious
social issue that continues to be highlighted through statistics. My
intention of listing the various South Korean issues is to demonstrate
that if South Korea unconditionally transplants its own elements into
the North Korean society without resolving the aforementioned set of
social problems, it will be no different from nurturing yet another
troubled child.

In addition, South Korean supremacy may reduce North Koreans and
perceive them as second-class citizens. "South Korea gives help,
North Korea receives help," is the type of mindset that will lead to
social division. For example, the aftereffects and experience of
Germany's reunification can be used as a model to predict the future
of a reunified Korea.
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A Bigger Challenge

The rejoining of West and East Germany is an inspiration for South Korea’s hopes of reunification with North
Korea. But the North's relative poverty and larger population are likely to make it much more difficult to absorb.

INCOME ‘ POPULATION
PER PERSON IN MILLIONS

2013 1991 2013 1991

NORTH KOREA EAST GERMANY NORTH KOREA EAST GERMANY
$1,360 $10,163 249 18.1
SOUTH KOREA WEST GERMANY SOUTH KOREA WEST GERMANY
$26,000 $23,461
Z § 50.2 61.9
Sources: Bank of Korea, World Bank, German Economics Ministry The Wall Street Journal

(Walls Still Impede South Korea's Reunification With North)

In reunified Germany, East German residents thought of their position
as an inferior citizen at a time when they had to accept drastic
changes in the system as well as the underdeveloped environment,
and this in turn created a second-class national sentiment. In the
early 1990s, 80% of East German residents recognized themselves as
the second-class citizens of reunified Germany, and although they
have been improving recently, the sentiment still lingers, undermining
the psychological and social integration of East-West German people.
At this point in time, it is no longer just their problem. It is highly
likely that most of the psychological problems that North Koreans may
possibly feel in a reunified Korea based on South Korean supremacy
will begin by segregating and drawing a line between them and the
North Korean people. The misfortune of "comparative psychology" is
truly frightening. The frustration caused by relative poverty, deprivation
and inferiority may possibly lead North Koreans into a disparity of the
harsh reality. So in the process of reunification, we must pioneer a
third path to eradicate and rectify these problems. Therefore, our
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unification should be carried out gradually through thorough preparation
and we should focus our efforts on finding the best way for the two
Koreas to lead a peaceful, and happy life together.

References:
20|, Tg5st FUS9| Y oA Heh SN HKEE 25 - 2013), p.7.

Arirang News - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9LwfS73pZo
(South Korea recorded highest suicide rate in OECD in 2016)

Arirang News - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTIMmBBqgsKY
(Suicide turns out to be the major cause of youth death: Statistics
Korea)

M, GERA, 30E HMOT 39 HMO|x “ot=Ql WSX|= OECD SR,
https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20200204134700002 ZAAf:
(2020.07.08)
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http://www.ohmynews.com/NWS_Web/View/at_pg.aspx?CNTN_CD=A00
02597862 Z4A4:(2020.07.09.)
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The Difference a Year (or Seventy) Can Make

For two countries that once shared a heritage and culture for over a
millennium, North and South Korea are currently the only divided
country in the world. It was just 70 years ago that the two countries
split, a line drawn between the Communist-leaning North and the
democratic South. Even taking into consideration the basic political
differences between them, it is still interesting to see how, with the
same people, culture, and institutions, both countries would change in
such drastic ways in such a relatively short period of time. Post-split,
North Korea would transform into a totalitarian state ruled by a
dictator, the population struggling under hunger, poverty, and human
rights violations, while South Korea would experience some of the
fastest economic growth seen in recent years, earning its place as
one of the Asian Tigers. The Soviet-influenced North would become
paranoid of the Western world and obsessed with a perfect military
defense system, leading to a dictator bent on being in ultimate
control. The Western-influenced South would instead focus on
democracy and economic rehabilitation, ushering in an era of great
prosperity. How each

ls Inl'eI’-KOI’ean country reacted to the
unification necessary?  spit and their newly
Never Not found independence

to be allowed interested would  shape  their
1.7 3.1 future, leading to this

Not Urgent wide gap  between
necessary \ them that is still seen
13.2

today. The fracturing of
Korea in the 1950s

(%) would create a
“controlled  experiment

Necessary in the social sciences—
but not so urgent one involving millions
68.2 of  human beings”.
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This ‘controlled experiment' continues to this day, but a new
development could be on the horizon. Reunifying the two Koreas has
been a goal of both North and South Korea since their split. While the
relations between the two countries have always been strained at best
(and at worst extremely hostile) they both promote the idea of a
unified Korea once more. So while the momentum gained in 2018
after the inter-Korean summit may be dwindling, | believe reunification
of the two countries is more germane than ever.

B O0ne of us/Neighbor 8 Stranger/Enemy @ Not interested

.5

Total

o |

(=]
[
o

40 60 80 100

South Korea’s View

When it comes to reunification, the older generations in South Korea
support the movement across the board. This makes sense—--they
remember Korea as one united country, and would like it to return to
one. They're also much more likely to have relatives in North Korea,
increasing the need for reunification to join them again. The younger
generation, however, has no such attachments. They did not grow up
in a unified Korea-——they grew up during a time of constant
provocation and hostility from the North. They are much less likely to
have family across the border, thus they don't see this issue from a
sentimental standpoint. Moreover, they are acutely aware of
reunifications impact. Reunification could have a huge effect on the
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economic stability of their country, and in an already extremely
competitive job market, adding more strain would be unwanted.
Reunification would overall be an economic burden on South Korea,
and while the older generation may be willing to shoulder that burden,
the youth is not as keen.

However, saying that all of the youth in South Korea are opposed to
reunification is too strong a generalization—they are not all opposed to
reunification per se. Surveys show they are mostly more indifferent to
the topic than anything. As stated previously, the youth in South
Korea connects very little with their cohorts in the north. They do see
North Koreans as sharing the same cultural and ethnic roots, but each
country’s identity have strayed so far from each other, they feel so
out of sync with one another. This identity gap widens every year—
where the older generations still feel a sense of oneness and ethnic
nationalism, the younger generations recognize North Korea as a
stranger, a country that shares little other than a language and a
common past. Thus the marked indifference to reunification.
Additionally, while the youth is very keyed in to current matters such
as social and political issues, they see the topic of reunification as
unimportant to them. It does not affect them, so they don’t spend too
much time thinking about it. To remedy this passivity, | believe there
should be an increase in education and an effort to connect South
Koreans with North Korean defectors. Perhaps having more to connect
with will increase an interest in reunifying the two nations. Educating
the youth and having them connect to North Korea on a higher level
will be a key factor in reunification. Trying to convince the older
population is a much harder task than simply educating the youth on
the benefits of reunification. As stated previously, there is skepticism
from the younger generations that the economy will be able to hold
following reunification. Thus part of the reunification process would
definitely have to include some kind of program to insure economic
security to reassure the younger generation that they would not be hit
as hard by the ramifications of absorbing North Korea. | believe

-~
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increasing a connection between the youth and North Korea, as well
as focusing on the long—term benefits of the merger would be
beneficial for all, and would garner support from the younger
generations for reunification.

The United States’ View

How Many Americans Know Where North Korea Is?

{(Jimmy Kimmel Live: How Many Americans Know Where North Korea Is?)

When the time comes for reunification, as South Korea's greatest ally
the United States will no doubt have a role in the process. After all,
the United States had a hand in creating the existence of two Koreas
in the first place. What began as an effort to undermine the Soviet
Union morphed into a crusade to develop Third World communities
and maintain consensus in the US. This ‘crusade’ is what made the
United States interfere in Korea, and draw the arbitrary border
between the North and the South. The US would continue to assist
and protect South Korea to promote democracy, thus leading to South
Korea's rise. Even though South Korea is the Korea the US is most
involved with, funnily enough the United States has something in
common with North Korea as well. Both the US and North Korea are
structured similarly in a way in the sense that they have a similar
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ambition/ideology: being an empire. Both believe they're offering
humanity progress and evolution to achieve their full potential. But
while the United States conquers through markets and soft power
these days, North Korea uses threats and flaunts its nuclear program
to follow its ambition of being an all-powerful empire. However, even
though the North Korean government does what it pleases with
nothing holding it back, thus perhaps making it a ‘strong’ state, the
government is not very good at extracting and using resources or
maintaining a strong economy, thus making it a ‘weak’ state. This is
what makes North Korea such a paradox of a country. It's also one of
the reasons why it might be difficult for the US to insert itself in the
reunification process. However, the United States is no stranger to
nation building. It's basically what America is known for. While there
are many reasons given for why the US decides to ‘help out’ foreign
countries, it can all be tied back to liberalism; for as much as America
pushes individualism, it does not want to be alone in its liberalism.
The world would not work in America’s favor if this was so. Therefore
the US will be more than happy to interfere once more in Korea's
affairs to promote reunification. However, intense social engineering
would have to take place to spread liberalism throughout North Korea.
So, it's accepted that the United States will have a hand in
reunification. However, Americans themselves have a fairly limited
scope on North Korean issues. When we hear ‘North Korean issues’
you can bet our minds immediately jump to understanding that as
‘North Korean nuclear issues’. This is most probably due to the fact
that the only way in which the United States interacts with North
Korea is on the topic of denuclearization. There is not much
awareness about North Korean issues beyond that, and certainly most
people have no idea that the matter of reunification is even being
considered, much less what that means for the countries involved.
Many Americans might have a concept in mind about North Korea and
may vaguely be aware of the state of the country and their human
rights violations, but nothing in detail and nothing in depth. Therefore,
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| believe a good way to get the American youth invested in the topic
of reunification would be to draw on what America was founded on in
the first place. Everyone deserves basic human rights, and no one
touts this idea more than the USA. We're proud of our freedom,
sometimes excessively so. And as stated above, there is a long
history of the United States inserting itself in countries to promote
liberalism and democracy. But the awareness of North Korean issues
simply isnt there. | think if there was a greater push to draw
attention away from the instigating actions that North Korea constantly
employs and instead focus on the topic of the atrocities that North
Korea commits, they would definitely look for a way to stop them
from occurring. Reunifying the two countries would be something the
American youth could get behind.

Conclusion

| personally can’t speculate on how the reunification progress will even
take place. | cant pretend to be intelligent enough to offer a way to
terminate the war and dismantle North Korea's nuclear weapons
program. What | do know, is that in the case of reunification, the
youth are immensely important. As the future of our countries, it's the
younger generations that will have to deal with the effects of
reunification the most, and this is why it's important to gain their
support for the process. To do this, reunification should not be
focused solely on the legal, political, and economic fronts, but also on
the social and cultural integration of the countries. It needs to be a
consistent policy. From the United States’ side, the amount of
modernization and reconstruction the US will be involved in will be
sizeable. As the reunification process will no doubt be long and
arduous, it is important to also gain the awareness and support of the
youth in America. A unified Korea will need to be as stable as it
possibly can, so the younger generations’ willingness to work hard to
achieve that stability is invaluable. It is only with the support and
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hard work of the people that a unified Korea will succeed, so it's

immeasurably important to have the support of all involved.

References:

Jimmy Kimmel Live, How Many Americans Know Where North Korea Is?
201749 8¢ 8%, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=—ugJZhL-cbc
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Figure 1. Monthly Number of News Reports of China by KCNA
Source: KCNA (October 1, 2013-February 29, 2016)
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Figure 2. Distribution of Types of News Repaorts on China
Source: KCNA  (October 1, 2013-February 29, 2016)

Picture(s) Source: Debin Zhan (2016), Korean journal of defense analysis. Vol. 28 No. 2 pg. 207-209.
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Source: The New York Times, 2018

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/26/world/asia/korea—kim—-moon-summit.html
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When | was in middle school, | had access to information about
North Korea for the first time. Given that | was enrolled in an
international middle school, | was able to meet friends from South
Korea for the first time, and | did not think that there was a big
difference between South Korea and North Korea. This is because
both South Koreans and North Koreans use the same language, and
they are similar in terms of appearance. Hence, | asked them if they
were ethnic Koreans from China. The majority of the Korean students
were angry upon listening to my question and responded that they are
Koreans.

When | was young, | did not have a clear idea on the past of
the two Koreas, and | was only aware of the amicable relations
between China and North Korea. Thereafter, with my love for the
Korean culture, | embarked on my first trip to Korea in high school. It
was also my first time visiting the 38th parallel (Military Demarcation
Line) and viewing North Korea that was just one step away from
South Korea, and watching documentaries pertaining to North Korea. |
was greatly shocked. During that period of time, Kim Jong-Il was
ruling North Korea, and through the documentaries, | had learnt about
the economic—political disparity as well as the degree of danger
undergone by the North Korean defectors.

Following, | got to meet a North Korean individual through my
classmate after some time. Contrary to my belief that North Koreans
are poor beings, the North Korean individual | had met was affluent,
dressed in luxury clothes and even owned an iPhone. Although the
North Korean individual | had met did not look different from Chinese
and Koreans, he did not seem to blend in well with South Koreans
according to my memory. Overtime, the North Korean individual and |
lost contact.
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Currently, after coming to South Korea, the university’s curriculum
allowed me to gain a clearer understanding of the situation in North
Korea, as well as how the relations between the two Koreas has
come to this point. When | was in China, there were not many
opportunities for me to gain access to information about North Korea,
and friends around me were neither interested nor aware of North
Korea. Furthermore, Chinese media rarely addressed the negative
news related to North Korea and there was no further assessment
done. In particular, Chinese media remained sensitive to the evaluation
of the North Korean leader, and there was almost no news of
criticizing or slandering Kim Jong-Un on the internet.
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Figure 1. Monthly Number of News Reports of China by KCNA
Source: KCNA (October 1, 2013-February 29, 2016)
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Figure 2. Distribution of Types of News Reports on China
Source: KCNA  (October 1, 2013-February 29, 2016)

Picture(s) Source: Debin Zhan (2016), Korean journal of defense analysis. Vol. 28 No. 2 pg. 207-209.

According to my schooling days, | recall the origin and division of
the Korean War as a result of the provocations and interference of
the United States, which also led to today’s Korean situation. Although
it was only when | came to South Korea that | could have a closer
look into the Korean history, it is inevitable for each country to have
its own perspective and ideology. Following the division between the
two Koreas, there was an influx of refugees into northeastern China,
who are now recognized as Korean immigrants living in China. As a
result, there were many South Koreans who had lost their relatives
and hometowns. There are many Koreans and ethnic Koreans around
me who have said that there is no way for the older generation to
return to their homeland, North Korea, after fleeing to China and
South Korea during the Korean War.

The only reason why China and North Korea’s alliance withstands
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is because it acts as a strategic buffer against the Mutual Defense
Treaty between the U.S. and South Korea. From China’s stance, they
certainly do not want the North Korean regime to collapse under the
circumstance that the strength from the U.S. military forces could
possibly pressure their way all the way up to the Yalu River. Also,
due to the fear that there could be a massive influx of refugees, the
pressuring of the Kim regime has been restrained and controlled.
However, if a different approach is taken for the Korean Peninsula
issue, we may be able to reach different conclusions and solutions.

For China, securing a unified Korean Peninsula as an ally and a
major economic partner could cause the U.S. to lose its strategic point
of keeping China in check in Northeast Asia. In the long run, this will
greatly change China's environment in Northeast Asia, and it will be
the best way to fulfill denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula while
promoting the unity of the Northeast Asian economy. Hence, the
change in China’s environment could bring about diplomatic and
economic success which is essentially more important than any direct
economic benefits on the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, looking forward,
reunification of the two Koreas could be highly desirable for China.

However, Kim Jong-Un will neither give up his power and be
vested in South Korean issues, nor will the South Koreans give up
their democratic policies that they have continuously maintained. Given
that the Korean Peninsula has been divided for 70 years, North and
South Korean individuals have already been diverging ideologically from
each other. Furthermore, the majority of young individuals in South
Korea have no expectation and interest in reunification. However, |
believe that reunification will not be as challenging in the near future
as the respective leaders of the two Koreas have been interacting in
recent years in order to promote emotional and cultural exchanges.
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Source: The New York Times, 2018

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/26/world/asia/korea—kim-moon—-summit.htm
I

Until here is an unofficial disclosure of an individual's perspective,
so it should only be referred to in a non—professional and subjective
manner.
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Figure 1. Monthly Number of News Reports of China by KCNA
Source: KCNA (October 1, 2013-February 29, 2016)
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Figure 2. Distribution of Types of News Repaorts on China
Source: KCNA  (October 1, 2013-February 29, 2016)

Picture(s) Source: Debin Zhan (2016), Korean journal of defense analysis. Vol. 28 No. 2 pg. 207-209.
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Introduction:

Undoubtedly, after the 2018 talks in Singapore, people's attention
around the globe was riveted to the Korean Peninsula. North Korean
Chairman Kim Jong Un and President Donald Trump held the first—ever
meeting between North Korea and the United States. According to
scholars, the talks' outcome was fruitful as both sides conducted a
comprehensive, sincere meeting aiming at the issues related to the
establishment of new US-DPRK relations, denuclearization of the
Peninsula, and, of course, joint work towards a robust peace in the
region. Everyone was looking forward to the next possibly successful
summit in Vietnam in 2019. But the high expectations were not
realized; the Vietnam summit was not as prosperous as the Singapore
summit. All hopes collapsed when the White House announced that the
talks had to abruptly end (due to North Korea's request to end all
sanctions), and eventually, no agreement was reached. For the past
year, people have been wondering whether another summit would be
happening any time soon. However, with the recent events happening
on the Korean Peninsula and in the United States, it is highly
questionable whether Kim Jong Un would be willing to go for another
round of talks. As all of you might know, in June 2020, the media was
struck by the news that North Korea had blown up a joint liaison office
used for talks between itself and the South after a group of defectors
used balloons to send anti-North Korean leaflets. Moreover, in recent
days, the news claim that Kim Jong Un turned away Trump's
determination for another suggestion to meet, showing the sign that
ties between the nations are rapidly deteriorating. Nevertheless, the
reality of a future reunification remains constant, and the Russian
Federation will play an important role in the process as one of North
Korean's closest allies. In general, Russia holds a positive stance
towards the reunification issue. "l would like to emphasize that Russia's
and South Korea's stances are very similar in approaching the
peninsula's peace process and resolving the North Korean nuclear
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issue," said Russia's Ambassador to South Korea Andrey Kulik during
the meeting with the Unification Minister Kim Yeon-chul.

Recent Russia—South Korean/Russia—North Korean relations:

Before diving into Russian people's public opinion on the Korean issue
and possible influence of the reunification on Russia, it is logical to
analyze Russia's relations with the South and the North. This year,
Russia and South Korea will celebrate the 30th vyear of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries. In
recent years, South Korean President Moon Jae—in paid a state visit to
Russia and became the first South Korean president to give a speech
in the Russian Parliament. President Vladimir Putin and Moon Jae-in
signed a document for the free trade area's foundation during the
South Korean leader's visit in 2018. The leadership in Moscow sees
South Korea as one of the biggest economic partners and investors,
especially for the Russian Far East, as it is the seventh—largest trade
partner of Russia. South Korea and Russia are also participants in the
Six-party talks on the peaceful resolution of the North Korean nuclear

weapons program.
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Russia is also ethnically tied to the Korean Peninsula as approximately
400 000 to 500 000 Koryo-saram (ethnic Koreans living in Russia use
to call themselves) reside in the former USSR countries. Countries like
Uzbekistan, Russia, and Kazakhstan count the largest number of Koryo
people.

As for the North, Russia and North Korea in 2020 will celebrate the
72nd anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
the two nations. North Korea was always considered Russia's closest
ally and partner. However, in recent years, we can witness more and
more disagreements between the two countries. In 2016, after another
North Korean nuclear test, Russia supported the UNSC resolution on
further sanctions against North Korea. In the same year, the Central
Bank of Russia demanded from all Russian Banks to stop financial
dealings with North Korean organizations that were on the UN
sanctions list. Moreover, Russia loses its position as North Korean
largest trade partner to China, as China ranks the number one North
Korean trade partner in 2018 with the $2.43 billion, while Russia—North
Korean trade totalled only $34million - 56% decrease from 2017.
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In 2019, Kim Jong Un met with Russian President Vladimir Putin to
discuss the previous talks with the United States and further
Russia—North Korean relations. Many scholars have regarded the
Vladivostok summit as anticlimactic, without major changes or
developments.

In general, Russia and the Korean Peninsula are neighbouring
countries, and this is a substantial factor in Russian stance towards
two Koreas. Russia is sincerely interested in peace and prosperity on
the Korean Peninsula, and one possible way of reaching the goal is
the Korean unification, which may, in the long run, eliminate the
source of conflict that has been existing on the Peninsula for the past
70 vyears.

Advantages and disadvantages of the reunification and public
opinion:

The Russian public opinion towards the reunification issue does not
have a significant gap between the older and younger generations.
That can be explained by the fact that the Russian population is not
directly involved in the process; our public opinion is only based on
the country's national interest. If this reunification brings more
advantages than disadvantages, no matter the age, people usually
have positive thoughts towards the issue. Moscow's position regarding
inter—Korean rapprochement and its possible results is determined by
the national interests of Russia, which, of course, is responsible for
the elimination of the hotbed of tension near the Far Eastern borders
of Russia and the emergence of a united Korea in the future, ready to
maintain relations of good neighbourliness and cooperation with Russia.

The continuing high degree of uncertainty regarding the nature of the

foreign policy of the future united the Korean state, its participation in
military—political alliances with other countries, and the direction of
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such alliances force Russia to be cautious about the prospects for
unification. Russia is unlikely to be satisfied with the emergence as a
neighbour of a united Korea with a population of 75 million people,
which is under the predominant influence of the United States and
especially with American troops and components of the US global
missile defense system on its territory. Given US efforts to create a
US-Japan—-South Korea military—political alliance in the region, this
would be tantamount to the emergence of an Asian clone of NATO on
our eastern borders. Russia never sought to gain a dominant influence
in Korea but tried to prevent a situation where all of Korea would be
influenced by one unfriendly-Russia, state. In light of these factors,
the DPRK's proposals for the creation of a neutral non-aligned state in
Korea look (in terms of ensuring the security of Russia) more
attractive than the commitment of some circles in Seoul, advocating
the preservation of the American military presence in Peninsula even
after the unification of Korea.

The further rapprochement of the two parts of Korea and the
improvement of relations between them are extremely important for
Russia and, frankly, beneficial for two reasons. First, Russia is certainly
interested in eliminating a hotbed of tension right at its Far Eastern
borders, which was largely generated and fueled by the abnormal
state of inter-Korean relations. Secondly, history has shown that the
ups and downs in inter—Korean relations, the spurts of tension on and
around the Peninsula, have become serious obstacles to implementing
a number of multilateral economic projects in which Russia and two
Korean states are objectively interested. First of all, it is about creating
a single railway line across the entire Korean Peninsula with access to
the Trans-Siberian Railway, laying pipelines and power lines from
Russia to the Republic of Korea through the territory of the DPRK,
and about implementing other economic projects in the regions of
Siberia and the Far East involving South Korean technologies and
North Korean workers strength. The implementation of these projects

-~
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is very important for Russia since it was largely associated with plans
for further socio—economic development of the Russian Far East and
its integration into the Asia—Pacific region's economic space. It turned
out that, given the level of confrontation that has existed on the
Peninsula for the last decade, even political agreements repeatedly
confirmed at the highest level do not work in this regard, and
numerous memorandums of intent remain only on paper. The most
obvious example of this is the failed participation of South Korean
companies in a tripartite project to jointly use one of the terminals in
the North Korean port of Rajin and the railway connecting this port
with Russian territory. Despite the fact that the project was several
times examined on the spot by South Korean experts and, at the
insistence of Russia, did not fall under UN Security Council sanctions,
the South Korean side, contrary to repeated promises, refrains from
participating in it. Meanwhile, Moscow has repeatedly drawn the
attention of Pyongyang and Seoul to the fact that these projects, in
addition to undeniable economic benefits, have a significant political
dimension, since their implementation could help to strengthen mutual
understanding and trust between their participants, especially between
the North and South Korea, deepening cooperation between them and
thereby promote detente on the Peninsula. So, both the interests of
national security and Russia's economic plans will benefit from the
normalization of inter—Korean relations, which will hopefully bring a
new meeting at the top of the North and South of Korea.

On the other hand, worldwide support for the sanctions regime and
its strengthening does not meet Russia's economic or strategic
interests. This alienates the North Korean leadership from Russia,
without bringing real dividends, except for some mythical approval
from the United States, which is still impossible to monetize or use in
any other way, because the contradictions in other areas are too
great. The conditions for joining the sanctions regime in 2017 were
not sufficiently thought out by Russia; it would be worth discussing
more clear conditions for their participation or non-participation in this
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regime.

It must be understood that with a hypothetical favourable development
of the situation in the US-North Korean negotiations, the weakening of
sanctions and the resolution of the nuclear problem, the "opening" of
the DPRK will bring dividends not to Russia, but primarily to Chinese,
South Korean and American companies. Given Russia's dual policies in
the current period, the North Koreans are unlikely to be inclined to
give us any preferences.
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Another interesting point important to Russia is whether the
reunification will happen in a peaceful or coercive manner. In recent
years, the use of rude military force to solve long—-term disputes has
gained popularity. Examples of these are Libya, Afghanistan,
Yugoslavia, and Syria. Scholars argue that the key determining factor
of the kind of reunification the two Koreas will have is North Korea's
ability or disability to transform into a more or less modern state.
Both the young and old generations of Russia are concerned that
another war is inevitable because of the great political and economic
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differences between the two neighboring states. As mentioned above,
Russia, because of its geographical proximity with the region and
economic ties, gains great advantages if there is peace and prosperity
on the Korean Peninsula, and the last thing it would want to see is
the outbreak of another war.

Conclusion:

As of today, people in Russia do not show much concern about the
reunification issue on the Korean Peninsula. It might be because they
think that reunification is not going to happen any time soon.
Generally speaking, the current situation of "neither war nor peace" is
the most favorable for Russia: sluggish negotiations are ongoing, there
are no crises, no nuclear missile tests, no military maneuvers, and the
emergence of new strategic assets for the United States in the
region. And in such a situation, taking into account a sober
assessment that its solution, if it can be, is only gradual, we must
show the greatest flexibility and prudence so that it is ultimately
resolved.
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1. Self-Introduction

Hello, my name is Tateno Suzu, | am Japanese, and | am currently
attending Korea University. | was born and raised in Japan, however |
studied for a year at a Korean high school and ended up attending
Korea University. There was a class called, ‘North Korea’s Culture and
Society’ where | had the opportunity to interact with North Korean
defectors, and for the first time | started to become interested in
North Korean society. When | lived in Japan, | had a really negative
image about North Korea such as the development of nuclear
weapons and the abduction issue, however after listening to the
explanations of the North Korean defectors, | learned that people in
North Korea are living normal lives just like us. | wondered what |
could do to help them live freely.

2. The Relationship between Japan, South Korea and North
Korea

After the Korean War ended in a truce, South Korea and Japan signed
a Korea—Japan Basic Treaty in 1965 to normalise diplomatic relations.
Since then, the two countries have strengthened their relationships in
various areas including politics, economics and security. The Japanese
Foreign Ministry website reports that the number of people traveling
between the two countries reached 10,000 people per day in 2015;
whereas at the time of the treaty 10,000 people travelled per year.

On the other hand, diplomatic relations have not yet been achieved
with North Korea. In September 2002, former Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi was the first Japanese Prime Minister to visit Pyongyang and
hold a meeting with the North Korean leader Kim Jong-Il. At that
time, the signed ‘Jo-Il Pyongyang Declaration’ expressed North Korea's
determination to faithfully implement diplomatic normalisation as soon
as possible. But instead the chance for the Japanese Prime Minister
to step on North Korean land, let alone normalise diplomatic relations,

never came again.
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Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Kim Jong |l

Source: http://www.hani.co.kr/arti/777781.html|

3. Is Reunification between the Two Koreas Possible?

The Japanese media mainly reports, only, the negative aspects and
events of the North and South. This is probably because in Japan,
where they are not particularly interested in the Inter-Korean issue,
incidents that have bigger and mostly negative impacts will be
discussed more. According to the results of the ‘Interest Survey on
North Korea’, conducted by the Cabinet in 2018, the issues regarding
the abduction of Japanese citizens, development of nuclear weapons
and missiles exceeded 70%, whilst issues regarding the North and
South remain within the 23% range.

For most Japanese people, inter-Korean reunification is a strange
word, therefore there will be fewer opportunities to seriously consider
the impact of reunification. In particular, Japanese youth these days
only know that the North and the South have different political
ideologies and that they are in conflict. Many people do not even

M 2, H=eh J2|0 MAZESD e TS0t HatsY | 157



know that they were one country in the past.

Even if there is a summit to discuss reunification, we expect it to
remain limited due to the abduction issue and security implications
that attracts the attention of the Japanese majority. | think the impact
on Japan will vary considerably depending on the way reunification is

done.
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Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea

Source:
https://medium.com/@oliverjia1014/the-abduction-issue—north—koreas—systema
tic—kidnapping—of—japanese-citizens—a48ec873bc62

4. Is Reunification an Opportunity or a Threat for Japan?

Security Guarantee

Firstly, | think that the sector that greatly affects Japan when the two
Koreas achieve reunification is security. In Japan, there are a number
of U.S. troops that are stationed because of the U.S.-Japan Security
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Treaty. The basis of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty states that “the
U.S. military will be able to use Japanese facilities and zones to
ensure the safety of Japan and maintain peace in the FarEast”. But at
the time if the signing the specific targets were communistcoun tries
such as China. However, with the end of the ColdWar, the target
changed to North Korea. As Japan does not have regular troops, they
had no choice but to rely on the U.S. military forces hence the U.S.
military bases have not been withdrawn. In Japan, there are many
voices that oppose the U.S. military bases. Approximately, 70% of the
U.S. military bases in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa, so many
people think that it is discriminating to only concentrate troops in one
place, even if it is necessary for Japan’s security.

However, if the security of East Asia is guaranteed on the assumption
that the U.S. and North Korean relationship will be favourable after the
reunification of the two Koreas, fewer people will think that the U.S.
military base is needed. The reason for the large number of U.S.
military bases is so that they are prepared for North Korea’s nuclear
armament or military expansion. But if denuclearisation proceeds on
the Korean Peninsula and the U.S. and North Korea can build friendly
relations, there is a possibility for the U.S. troops to withdraw.
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The Economic Aspect
Korea and Japan are also very much connected economically.

According to a survey conducted by the Japanese Foreign Ministry,
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Japan is the third most important trading partner for Korea after China
and the United States, and for Japan as well, Korea is the third
trading partner after China and the United States. If this strong
economic link continues even after the reunification of the two Koreas,
Japan will have the potential to expand its market.

Byun Jin-il, who wrote “If the Korean Peninsula Reunifies,” says North
Korea, which has abundant underground resources, would be a great
help to Japan. Currently, Japan imports iron ore and coal from
Australia and Brazil which are on the other side of the globe, but with
these limited resources, a diplomatic issue would cause a lot of
damage. So, if we could diversify our resources a little bit, we would
be able to reduce that risk.

Also, we cannot travel between Japan and North, but if the unification
of the two Koreas happens, we can expect an influx of tourists from
North Korea, and the Japanese people will be able to set foot in the
North as well. Currently (before Covid-19), the proportion of Koreans
entering Japan is second only to China, and if North Korea visits
Japan at a similar rate, we will expect economic benefits from travel
and hotel-related businesses.

The Japanese Government’s Position on Korean Reunification

The Japanese government has never clearly expressed its position on
the reunification of the Korean Peninsula.

Not only is Japan’s presence and influence in the topic of reunification
extremely slim, but North Korea has repeatedly broken its promise
about kidnapped Japanese citizens and is developing nuclear weapons,
so the government does not have time to care about the Korean
reunification. Therefore, the Japanese people, as a whole, have little
interest in the reunification of the Korean Peninsula, and no matter
how friendly the United States or South Korea approaches North
Korea, few believe that this will lead to reunification. Through this kind
of approach, North Korea probably has hidden intentions and it is likely
that the North is the one in control of the situation.
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A Japanese Person’s Opinion on the Reunification of North and

South Korea

While writing this report, | interviewed a Japanese graduate student
who studies the Korean Peninsula in Japan. He also predicts that
reunification will be difficult, and in order for it to happen, the market
economy must be maintained, and more generations must know
information about what the world is like outside of North Korea.
Regarding the relationship between Japan and North Korea, the
Japanese government is now making all-out efforts for military
expansion, so there will be no move to urge North Korea to normalize
diplomatic relations.
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9T 7 | Presentation 7
=2 | Germany

Why the German reunification cannot be
compared to Korean reunification

Priska Kohnen
Technische Universitat Berlin
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If the purpose of educationin North Korea
is to proaduce:a human being obedient only
to theleader,-how is it different from a

factory producing robots?

THE FACELESS ONES : STORIES OF
THE DAILY LIFE IN NORTH KOREA

People for.Successful COrean REunification
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America is a bastard!

Korea is a colony of capitalism
and America! Japan must die!
These images prevail in society.

Jong Yonn-Bo ,,
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North and South Korea have been divided for more than 70 vyears
now, and reunification is still not in sight. Whereas in Germany, we
celebrate the 30th anniversary of reunification this year. As a Berlin
citizen, who works now for a non-governmental organization named
PSCORE, People for Successful COrean REunification, which fights for
Human Rights in North Korea and the reunification of the two Koreas,
nowadays, | am often confronted with the German reunification as a
role model for a Korean reunification. Before | came to South Korea |
barely knew anything about the issues regarding North and South
Korean reunification, as | rarely saw them on German news. | think
that is because Germany is not an ally of one of the Koreas
compared to the US or China. Also with my friends and peers it was
never really discussed. Of course we learn about German reunification
in school and are reminded of it every 3rd October on German Unity
Day or by passing the Berlin Wall, but it never came to my mind to
compare it with the reunification of the two Koreas. So | can only
name the facts that we learn in school or hear in the media about
German reunification and can compare them with what | have
experienced so far during my life in Seoul and what | have learned
while working for PSCORE.

Today in this seminar, organized by PSCORE, | want to talk about the
differences between the German and Korean reunification by focusing
on these questions:

Is it even possible to merge the family-run dynasty of North Korea
with a democratic South Korea and if so, how much are South
Koreans willing to give up in terms of their social lifestyle, education
system and general freedom? Would Kim Jong-un really agree to join
a political system that guarantees individual rights and is he willing
and able to make key political compromises?

A political unification seems rather complicated, since the North is a
closed country, run by different families and functions almost like a

-~
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clan-society. Therefore merging the political systems needs to be
matched with their family interests, which is definitely not an easy
task. Compared to Germany, although the political systems were
different in both parts, East Germany was still open to changes and at
least the citizens strongly desired a unified Germany.

| think, in general, young people in Korea have some concerns when
they think about a reunified Korea. Since the cultural differences
between the North and South are enormous, it would take a lot of
time for them to adjust to each other. Just in terms of norms and
values or rational thinking, the citizens of North and South Korea have
different opinions. In North Korea people are raised like robots and are
not allowed to have their own opinion and thoughts. They should
never question anything that the government or the state demands
from its citizens.

g
»
:f,t‘ bl ] rn'm

Classroom in North Korea. Pictures of the former Leader and the
current Leader on the wall.

https://www.studycountry.com/assets/img/guides/north—korea—students.jpg
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It is normal that anything can be solved by money and corruption is
normal in the country. So, it might be hard for North Koreans to
adjust to a free way of living.

Some of them might even prefer the totalitarian system and don't
want a change. It is the same as in Germany, where even nowadays
unfortunately nationalists and racist parties still exist. So it is highly
likely that supporters of Kim Jong-un’s political system will still exist.
Especially older generations, who have been brainwashed their whole
life, might experience difficulties changing their way of thinking.

On a deeper social perspective, a unified Korea comes along with
many changes. | can imagine that it would be hard for North Korean
students to adapt to South Korea's education system, if it was
applied in North Korea. Vice versa, applying the North Korean
education system in the South, wouldn’t make sense either.

If the purpose of education in North Korea

is to proaduce:a human being obedient only

to the'leader,"how is it different from a
factory producing robots?

THE FACELESS ONES : STORIES OF
THE DAILY LIFE IN NORTH KOREA

People for.Successful COrean REunification

Quote about North Korea producing robots

http://pscore.org/resources/dailylife-north—korea/
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So, probably a new system needs to be developed or the current one
of the South needs adoption, that fits the needs of the students in
the whole country. That is because many North Korean children and
students can’t have proper education due to work and military service.
So it would be difficult for them to get used to the education system
in South Korea, where a student’'s day sometimes only consists of
studying. South Koreans might feel constrained in their freedom and
current way of living, since they also have to adapt to new systems
and to people, who lived their whole life sealed off from the rest of
the world.

Generally speaking, since North Korea is a closed country, the
difference in the level of development is gigantic. In the North
asphalted streets are rare and the use of smartphones, computers or
their own established internet are only available for political usage.

If this was compared with the divided Germany, those differences
were not as enormous as they are for the two Koreas. At least in
Germany, the Eastern part was allowed to receive ‘Western Packages’
from family members and West Germans were able to enter limitly
the East as tourists or visit their families.

o - o 2

East Germany receiving ‘Western Packages’
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https://www.spiegel.de/geschichte/ddr-und-westpakete—ein—stueck-deutsch-deu
tsche—geschichte—a—1287338.html#fotostrecke—195f7f83-0001-0002-0000-00000
0170731

It was even possible for East Germans to watch West German
television or listen to their radio channels. Also, children got proper
education in both parts of Germany and child labor or entering the
military service for children would never have been an issue. Although
it is true that East German schools taught socialism and indoctrinated
students in some way, but East Germany just wasnt as closed as
North Korea is and so students and citizens still could build their own
mind even if they didn’t always speak out loud.

School life in East Germany.

Child reading book about civic education
https://www.mdr.de/zeitreise/schwerpunkte/eure—geschichte/themen/jugend-bildung
/schulwesen/schulwesen100.html
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Classroom in East Germany. On the wall picture of Erich Honecker,

communist official who, as first secretary of East Germany's Socialist Unity
Party of Germany
https://www.google.de/amp/s/www.spiegel.de/geschichte/schule-in-der-ddr-a-9464
45-amp.html

If you look at the parted Germany, it also differs from North and
South Korea in terms of the willingness for an actual reunification.
West Germany supported a coexistence of both states with a free
transfer of economics, citizens and opinions. Also, both states were
acknowledged as an individual state and the relationship between
West Germany and the Soviet Union was constantly optimized. This
so—called Eastern Policy led to basic prerequisites for an exchange of
interests and barriers between the states were gradually removed. On
top of that, anti—-communism was not needed anymore as a means for
propaganda in West Germany due to more self-esteem because of a
successful social market economy. Anti-communism was not abused
as a means to suppress and discipline opposition parties or individuals.
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1973 Prague Treaty
with the CSSR

I | | 1972BasicTreaty

with the GDR

1971 Transit Agreement
with the GDR
P 1971 Four Power Agreements on
malas—— Berlin with the USA, the USSR, the
L United Kingdom and France

ng

1970 Warsaw Treaty
with Poland

.
_ 1970 Moscow Treaty
with the USSR

Eastern Treaties
1963 -1973

agreement with the GDR

— I 1963 Passing permit

Timeline Eastern Treaties
http://diverseasia.snu.ac.kr/?p=1324

The two Koreas however still see each other as enemies and the
people of North Korea are brainwashed since birth. Both of them see
themselves as the only legitimate state which blame the other one for
starting the Korean War. Other than that, East Germany was
weakened in itself. It had structural problems, showed issues due to
enormous outflows of refugees and had a deep desire for freedom
and reunification. All these facts played a role in German reunification
and can't be found in North Korea.
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America is a bastard! South
Korea is a colony of capitalism
and America! Japan must die!
These images prevail in society.

Jong Yonn-Bo ,,

-

(9)

s

Quote about North Korea brainwashing its citizens
http://pscore.org/wp-content/uploads/5-1.bmp

Especially the fact that in East Germany the desire for reunification
was very strong and the citizens knew that life in Western Germany
was better than in the East, the Korean reunification cant be
compared to the German one. In Germany we grow up to be
independent, to question everything, to speak our mind and over all to
protest and make a change in the country.

SUHLUR T SIAS) < LV B
- DIKTATUR chAE! FISMUS
 viel UNRECHT.nd LEID k qq’[ euthan

Protests in East Germany
https://www.lpb—bw.de/gruende-mauerfall/
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On top of that, it is amazing what kind of power and effect young
people have; just thinking about the climate change and recent BLM
protests occurring in Germany, | am grateful to live there. | could
never imagine living in a country where rules and laws can be
interpreted however the government feels like. One of the most
important things for change is that the citizens need to realize that
the country they live in clearly violates human rights. Change can only
be established if the people go against the government, because the
government will never change. When | think about German
reunification or changes in general, it's mostly accomplished by the
citizens who protest and fight against the unjust government.

Biggest protest in Berlin at Alexanderplatz
https://www.google.de/amp/s/amp.dw.com/de/gr%25C3%25B6%25C3%259Fte-ddr-dem
o—abgesang-am-alexanderplatz/a-51086149

But since North Korea is so sealed off from the world and people are
brainwashed since birth, it is hard for them to realize that they are
not raised as individuals but instead as robots. Therefore they can
never develop the desire for a unified country and especially male
citizens are taught as soon as they enter the military service that
South Korea is the enemy.
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Aggressive North Korean propaganda

https://www.newsweek.com/north—korea—targets—us—capitol-latest-propaganda—p
osters—652207

This brainwashing continues for almost ten years during their whole
military service. Due to this, North Koreans would probably never start
protesting against their government and their Supreme Leader Kim
Jong-un. At least none of the majority citizens would fight for a
change in their country. On top of that, it is highly possible that North
Koreans don’t even dare to try to protest, since every person, who
might function as a threat to the state and its political system, just
gets locked up in prison or gets executed.

If Kim Jong-un was really open for political compromises, at least
there would be already small changes in the political system. For
example: North Korea, not being a closed country anymore or at least
allowing more traffic to the rest of the world or its neighboring
countries. Also, the fact that the government and laws can be
adjusted by money and powerful people could have changed a little
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already. This just shows that Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un is scared
of changes and he needs to distinguish himself by aggressive
measures to prove his power. The whole system functions only on
fear towards the Supreme Leader. He could possibly never agree to a
political system, where people actually speak their minds, as he would
lose the feeling of power and leadership. Since Kim also grew up in
this country, he has also been brainwashed and has been taught that
the way he leads the country is the only right way to do so. On top
of that, he lives a good life and doesnt suffer at all, because the
citizens just follow him as the one and only Supreme Leader. If
people don't see the need for a change they mostly dont agree to
make changes. Furthermore, the North Korean economy is still more
or less stable only because Kim wants to stay in power and control of
the country and not because of the citizens, since he showed many
times that he clearly doesn’t care about them.

Other than that, German reunification also happened as a result of a
mistakenly outspoken announcement, that East Germany would allow
unlimited passage to West Germany starting immediately. This
statement was widely interpreted as a decision to open the Berlin
Wall and that evening huge crowds demanded to pass into West
Berlin, whereupon the unprepared guards let them go. Something like
this would definitely not be possible in North Korea, since Kim
Jong—un highly values being a sealed off country in order to suppress
and restrict its citizens to make them follow his leadership.

Generally speaking, | think, it is very hard to find similarities between
German and Korean reunification, since the differences in East
Germany and North Korea are huge. North Koreans are more
undereducated and brainwashed than the citizens of East Germany
were. Therefore, it was far easier for East Germans to adapt to the
living standards of West Germany, which was also more manageable
since East Germany wasnt a sealed off country. Also German
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reunification was mostly possible due to the collapsed economy of
East Germany and its citizens, willing to protest for opening the Berlin
Wall and reunifying the two Germanies. Apart from that the whole life
in North Korea and East Germany is different, since in East Germany
human rights existed and the law wasn’t corrupt and changeable by
powerful and rich people. | think these were the key factors and
requirements for a successful German reunification.
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People for Successful COrean REunification
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PSCORE (People for Successful COrean REunification)
WWW.pscore.org

www.facebook.com/pscorekorea
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