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Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your interest in North Korean human rights issues.
| came here to contribute what I can to raise awareness of how serious the North Korean
human rights situation is.
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| defected in May 2011, and arrived to Republic of Korea in November 2011.
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I will briefly talk about my experience in DPRK
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In August 2010, six security agency officers came into my house and started searching
my house and arrested me because | made a call to China. During the investigation, |
did not admit being guilty. As a consequence | was hit with a 1m long and 10cm wide
oak tree stick. When | kneeled down and was beaten by several officers, I hit the edge
of a desk and got a scar on my eyebrow. Then, | was dragged to the detention facility
and they kicked me until my spine bulged out. My wrist is still not in good condition,
and cannot even do simple labor.
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I want to tell you about the officers’ sexual abuses towards imprisoned women. They
frequently called a 30-yrs old woman ©]<=3] to sexually abuse under the condition that
they will not send her to re-education camp, later she did not go to the re-education
camp and was freed. I directly heard this story from this woman.



Unlike the DPRK’s claims that it respects human rights, actually the DPRK is a
wasteland of human rights. Human rights infringements, especially for women and
children are very serious. However, ordinary people cannot even express anything
against the country because they fear a lot about the state power.
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In addition, the DPRK claims that there is no execution for those under the age 18, but
this is not true. In 2009, there was an orphan village in my town. This is where many
orphans live together. Children in the orphan village also starve. One day, two children
from the orphan village and another boy stole a public telephone wire to buy food. The
DPRK government declared it as an anti-revolutionary action, and the two orphans were
publicly executed. The other boy ran way, but later he was found as dead at his house.
He hung himself. The executed children were age 15 and 16. In the DPRK, young
people cannot dream, their rights are infringed, and many of them commit suicide.
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These kinds of human rights infringements in the DPRK upset the international
community, and now it depends on private execution. Private execution is a non-public
execution by breaking their necks and beating. One of my acquaintances 7! 2 % who
works as an investigator at a security agency told me a story when we were drinking
together. He confessed he killed 715~ who was my neighbor by breaking his head in
a private execution. Similar things happen in every correctional facility and legal
institution in all areas in the DPRK. Private execution has been operating in the DPRK
for several decades, but it is used more frequently these days.
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National and state security agencies should be for the people and improve the society
with proper law and order, but rather, the DPRK government makes them commit
various crimes and inhumane actions. The DPRK says it cannot give up its sovereignty,
but the violation and infringement of human rights are prevalent.
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| came to this presentation risking my life. My family is still in North Korea, and they
may get harmed because of this. But | decided to come here to reveal the truth about the
human rights situation in the DPRK. Therefore, I ask for your hard work to improve
human rights conditions in DPRK. Thank you for hearing my presentation.



